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STATE OF NEW YORK

1101--A

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

January 6, 2021

Introduced by Sen. KAM NSKY -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Agriculture -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted
to said comittee

AN ACT to anend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to requir-
i ng animal shelters and ani mal rescue groups to disclose whether a dog
has known behavi oral issues

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The agriculture and nmarkets |law is amended by adding a new
section 123-c to read as foll ows:

8 123-c. Disclosure of behavioral history of dogs. 1. Definitions.
For purposes of this section:

(a) "Animal shelter" neans a not-for-profit facility where honel ess,
lost, stray. abandoned, seized, surrendered or unwanted animals are
received, harbored, maintained and nade available for adoption to the
general public, redenption by their owners or other lawful disposition
and which is owned, operated. or nmintained by a duly incorporated
humane society, animal welfare society, society for the prevention of
cruelty to animals, or other organization devoted to the welfare,
protection or hunane treatnment of animals.

(b) "Animal rescue group" nmeans a duly incorporated not-for-profit
organi zation that accepts honeless, lost, stray., abandoned, seized.
surrendered or unwanted animals froman aninmal shelter or other place
and attenpts to find honmes for, and pronpbte adoption of, such aninmals by
the general public.

2. Every animal shelter or animal rescue group shall be required to
disclose, to the best of their know edge, whether a dog of the age of
four nonths or older has known behavioral issues which could pose a risk
to a person or an aninal. The animal shelter or aninml rescue group
shall, before selling. giving away, or otherw se releasing the dog from
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their ownership disclose in witing to the person to whomthe dog is
being sold, given away. released, or transferred:
(a) whether a dog has:

(i) lowrisk behavioral issues, which shall include a dog that has
attacked a person on one known occasion causing a physical injury:
(ii1) high-risk behavioral issues, which shall include a dog that has

attacked a person on one or nore known occasions causing a serious phys-
ical injury, or on nore than one known occasion causing a physical inju-
ry:

(b) that the dog has a known history of attacking conpanion aninals;
and

(c) to the extent practicable, disclose the circunstances related to
the attack or attacks, such as if the dog was justified or provoked due
to being threatened, attacked, or injured by a person or aninal

3. The animal shelter or animal rescue group shall obtain a signed
acknow edgenent from the person to whomthe dog is sold, given away,
released, or transferred that the person has been provided information
about the dog as required by this section. The animal shelter or aninal
rescue group shall provide the person with a copy of the signed acknow -
edgenent and retain the original copy inits files.

4. The docunentation and disclosure requirenents of this section are
for the purpose of public safety and the appropriate placenent of dogs.
Docunented history shall not necessarily preclude a dog from being
avai |l able for adoption, release, or transfer, notw thstanding any other
law or local ordinance related to dangerous dogs.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




