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AN ACT to anend the general municipal law, in relation to building
permits; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon expira-
tion thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 125 of the general nunicipal |aw, as added by chap-
ter 439 of the laws of 1998, is anended to read as follows:

8§ 125. Issuance of building permits. 1. No city, town or village shal
issue a building pernmit without obtaining from the pernit applicant
ei ther:

[+-] (a) proof duly subscribed that workers' conpensation insurance
and disability benefits coverage issued by an insurance carrier in a
formsatisfactory to the chair of the wor kers' conpensation board as
provided for in section fifty-seven of the workers' conpensation law is
effective; or

[2-] (b) an affidavit that such pernit applicant has not engaged an
enpl oyer or any enployees as those terns are defined in section two of
the workers' conpensation law to performwork relating to such building
permit.

2. (a) Notwithstanding any law, rule or regulation to the contrary a
city, town or village in a county with a population of one million two
hundred thousand or nore, not wholly contained within a city, nmay estab-
lish a program whereby a building pernit may be issued based upon a
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certification by a registered architect licensed to practice in the
state of New York or a professional engineer licensed to practice in the
state of New York that the intended work as set forth in the building
permit application neets the requirenents of the UniformFire Prevention
and Building Code, excluding the approval of fire service features and
conpliance with fire protection and |life safety systenms as defined by
the fire code of New York state, or any nore restrictive |oca
provisions relating to fire services, fire protection or life safety
systens. Such program shall include a requirenent for a random audit of
applications for a building pernit to ensure conpliance. Pr ovi ded,
however, a city, town, or village establishing a program pursuant to
this section shall be prohibited fromreducing or elimnating the posi-
tion of any enployee involved with the building permt application proc-
ess during the effectiveness of this section. Any program established
by a city, town or village pursuant to this paragraph shall be referred
to as a "self-certification prograni.

b) A self-certification program established pursuant to this subdivi-
sion may not be utilized by any applicant until forty-five days have
|lapsed following the subnission of a conplete building permt applica-
tion by the applicant to the nmunicipal building departnent, provided
that the nmunicipal building departnment has not approved, denied or
returned the application as inconplete within the forty-five day period
followi ng subm ssion

(c) The wrongful or negligent certification by a licensed professiona
pursuant to this section may constitute professional m sconduct, and
referral can be nmade to the state education departnent office of
prof essions upon a finding of wongdoing or negligence by the |licensed
professional by the building departnent with jurisdiction over the
proj ect.

§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed Cctober 1, 2024.




