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STATE OF NEW YORK

9860

| N ASSEMBLY

April 19, 2022

Introduced by M of A BARRETT -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Veterans' Affairs

AN ACT to anend the civil service law, the education |law, the executive
| aw, the general business law, the nilitary |aw, the parks, recreation
and historic preservation law, the real property tax |aw, the social
services law, the vehicle and traffic law and the workers' conpen-
sation law, in relation to renoving the requirenent that a veteran
served during wartine to be granted certain benefits

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 55-c of the civil service | aw, as
amended by chapter 340 of the laws of 2008, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. The conmission may deternmine up to five hundred positions with
duties such as can be perfornmed by disabled veterans and veterans wth
disabilities who are found otherwi se qualified to performsatisfactorily
the duties of any such position. Upon such determ nation, the said posi-
tions shall be classified in the nonconpetitive class, and may be filled
only by veterans of the arned forces of the United States [who—served

], and (a) who establish by
appropriate docunentary evidence that they are disabled veterans, as
defined in paragraph (b) of subdivision one of section eighty-five of
this chapter, or (b) by those veterans, as defined in paragraph (a) of
subdi vision one of section eighty-five of this chapter, who shall have
been certified by the enployee health service of the departnment as being
di sabl ed but capable of performng the duties of said positions. Prior-
ity in certification and referral of both such disabled veterans and
certified disabled but capable veterans shall be given to those veterans
who received a wound in conbat, as docunented by the awardi ng of the
purple heart, as authorized by the United States departnment of defense,
and that wound is the cause of, or a substantially contributing factor
to, the degree of inpairnent, who otherwise neet the requirenents of
this section. The nunber of veterans appointed pursuant to this section
shall not exceed five hundred.

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted
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§ 2. Paragraph (b) of subdivision 1 of section 75 of the civil service
| aw, as anended by chapter 490 of the laws of 2019, is amended to read
as foll ows:

(b) a person holding a position by permanent appoi ntment or enpl oynent
in the classified service of the state or in the several cities, coun-
ties, towns, or villages thereof, or in any other political or civil
division of the state or of a municipality, or in the public schoo
service, or in any public or special district, or in the service of any
authority, commssion or board, or in any other branch of public
service, who was honorably discharged or released under honorable
circunmstances from the arned forces of the United States including (i)
having a qualifying condition as defined in section three hundred fifty
of the executive law, and receiving a discharge other than bad conduct
or dishonorable fromsuch service, or (ii) being a discharged LGBT
veteran, as defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive |aw,
and receiving a discharge other than bad conduct or di shonorable from
such service, [haw-rg—sorvod—theror—as—sieh—rarber—-n——e—ol—uar—as
defined—-n—sestion—eighty—five—ofthis—echapter—] or who is an exenpt

volunteer firefighter as defined in the general nmunicipal |aw, except
when a person described in this paragraph holds the position of private
secretary, cashier or deputy of any official or departnent, or

8§ 3. Section 86 of the civil service |aw, as anended by chapter 490 of
the laws of 2019, is anended to read as foll ows:

§ 86. Transfer of veterans or exenpt volunteer firefighters upon abol -
ition of positions. If the position in the non-conpetitive or in the
| abor class held by any honorably di scharged veteran of the arned forces
of the United States or by any veteran of the arned forces of the United
States rel eased under honorabl e circunstances from such service includ-
ing (i) having a qualifying condition as defined in section three
hundred fifty of the executive law, and receiving a discharge other than
bad conduct or dishonorable from such service, or (ii) being a
di scharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section three hundred fifty of
the executive |aw, and receiving a discharge other than bad conduct or
di shonorabl e from such service, [who—servedtherelntntire—of—war—as
defined—inp——section—eighty—ftive—ofthis——chapter] or by an exenpt vol un-
teer firefighter as defined in the general municipal law, shall becone
unnecessary or be abolished for reasons of econony or otherw se, the
honorably di scharged veteran or exenpt volunteer firefighter holding
such position shall not be discharged fromthe public service but shal
be transferred to a similar position wherein a vacancy exists, and shal
receive the same conpensation therein. It is hereby nade the duty of al
persons clothed with the power of appointnment to nmeke such transfer
effective. The right to transfer herein conferred shall continue for a
period of one year followi ng the date of abolition of the position, and
may be exercised only where a vacancy exists in an appropriate position
to which transfer may be made at the tinme of demand for transfer. \Were
the positions of nore than one such veteran or exenpt volunteer fire-
fighter are abolished and a | esser nunmber of vacancies in simlar posi-
tions exist to which transfer may be made, the veterans or exenpt vol un-
teer firefighters whose positions are abolished shall be entitled to
transfer to such vacancies in the order of their original appointnment in
the service. Nothing in this section shall be construed to apply to the
position of private secretary, cashier or deputy of any official or
departnent. This section shall have no application to persons encom
passed by section eighty-a of this chapter.
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§ 4. Paragraph ¢ of subdivision 1 of section 360 of the education |aw,
as anmended by chapter 490 of the laws of 2019, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

c. Adopt and enforce canpus rules and regulations not inconsistent
with the vehicle and traffic law relating to parking, vehicular and
pedestrian traffic, and safety. Such rules and regul ati ons may include
provisions for the disposition of abandoned vehicles, renpval by tow ng
or otherwise of vehicles parked in violation of such rules at the
expense of the owner, the paynent of fees for the registration or park-
ing of such vehicles, provided that such canpus rules and regul ations
may provide that any veteran attending the state university as a student
shal |l be exenpt fromany fees for parking or registering a notor vehi-
cle, and the assessnment of adm nistrative fines upon the owner or opera-
tor of such vehicles for each violation of the regulations. However, no
such fine may be inposed without a hearing or an opportunity to be heard
conducted by an officer or board designated by the board of trustees.
Such fines, in the case of an officer or enployee of state university,
may be deducted from the salary or wages of such officer or enpl oyee
found in violation of such regulations, or in the case of a student of
state wuniversity found in violation of such regulations, the university
may wi thhold his grades and transcripts until such tine as any fine is
paid. For purposes of this subdivision, the term"veteran" shall nmean a
nenber of the arned forces of the United States who served in such armnmed
forces [#iA—tiwe—of—war] and who (i) was honorably discharged or rel eased
under honorabl e circunstances fromsuch service, or (ii) has a qualify-
ing condition, as defined in section three hundred fifty of the execu-
tive law, and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or
di shonorable from such service, or (iii) is a discharged LGBT veteran
as defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive law, and has
received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such
servi ce.

8 5. Subdivision 5 of section 605 of the education |aw, as anended by
chapter 490 of the laws of 2019, is anmended to read as foll ows:

5. Regents schol arships for [we+] veterans. Regents schol arships for
[war] veterans shall be awarded on a conpetitive basis, for study begin-
ning with the college year nineteen hundred seventy-five--nineteen
hundred seventy-six. Six hundred such schol arshi ps shall be awarded in
such year to veterans of the arned forces of the United States who have
served on active duty (other than for training) between Cctober one,
ni net een hundred sixty-one and March twenty-nine, nineteen hundred
seventy-three, and who on the date by which applications are required to
be submtted (a) have been released fromsuch active duty on conditions
not other than honorable, or (b) have a qualifying condition, as defined
in section three hundred fifty of the executive |aw, and have received a
di scharge other than bad conduct or di shonorable fromsuch service, or
(c) are discharged LGBT veterans, as defined in section three hundred
fifty of the executive |law, and have received a di scharge other than bad
conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service. Such scholarships shall be
allocated to each county in the state in the sane ratio that the nunber
of legal residents in such county, as deternmned by the npst recent
federal census, bears to the total nunber of residents in the state;
provi ded, however, that no county shall be allocated fewer schol arships
than such county received during the year nineteen hundred sixty-eight-
- si xty-nine.

8§ 6. Subdivision 1 of section 668 of the education |aw, as anended by
chapter 580 of the laws of 1992, paragraph (a) as anmended by chapter 261
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of the laws of 1995, paragraph (b) as anmended by chapter 490 of the | aws
of 2019, paragraph (d) as amended by chapter 606 of the |laws of 2021,
and paragraphs (f) and (g) as added by chapter 435 of the |laws of 2006,
is amended to read as follows:

1. Period of mlitary service. For a student to be eligible, the
parent, or step-parent where the student is the dependent of the step-

parent (i) nust [ have—been—a—recipient—oi—the—arrpd—torces—expedition—

FhFFPy—LkFSL———n+ﬂ€%€€ﬂ——hﬁnd¥€d—¥#4ﬁ4ﬁq have been a nenber of the arned

forces of the United States, and who (A) was discharged or released
therefrom under honorable conditions, or (B) has a qualifying condition
as defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive |aw,_ and has
received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such
service, or (G is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section
three hundred fifty of the executive law, or (ii) must have served on
regul ar active duty (other than for training) in the arned forces of the
United States during part of one of the follow ng periods:

(a) April sixth, nineteen hundred seventeen to Novenber el even, nine-
teen hundred ei ghteen.

(b) Decenber seven, nineteen hundred forty-one to Decenber thirty-one,
ni neteen hundred forty-six, or have been enployed by the Wr Shipping
Administration or Ofice of Defense Transportation or their agents as a
mer chant seaman docunented by the United States Coast Guard or Depart-
ment of Commerce, or as a civil servant enployed by the United States
Arnmy Transport Service (later redesignated as the United States Arny
Transportation Corps, Witer Division) or the Naval Transportation
Servi ce; and who served satisfactorily as a crew nenber during the peri-
od of arned conflict, Decenmber seventh, nineteen hundred forty-one, to
August fifteenth, nineteen hundred forty-five, aboard nerchant vessels
in oceangoing, i.e., foreign, intercoastal, or coastw se service as such
terns are defined under federal |law (46 USCA 10301 & 10501) and further
to include "near foreign" voyages between the United States and Canada,
Mexi co, or the West Indies via ocean routes, or public vessels in ocean-
goi ng service or foreign waters and who has received a Certificate of
Rel ease or Discharge from Active Duty and a discharge certificate, or an
Honor abl e Service Certificate/ Report of Casualty, fromthe Departnent of
Def ense or have served as a United States civilian enployed by the Anmer-
ican Field Service and served overseas under United States Armies and
United States Arny Groups in world war Il during the period of arned
conflict, Decenber seventh, nineteen hundred forty-one through May
ei ghth, nineteen hundred forty-five, and who (i) was discharged or
rel eased therefromunder honorable conditions, or (ii) has a qualifying
condition, as defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive
|l aw, and has received a di scharge other than bad conduct or di shonorable
from such service, or (iii) is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in
section three hundred fifty of the executive law, and has received a
di scharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, or
have served as a United States civilian Flight Crew and Aviation G ound
Support Enployee of Pan Anerican Wrld Airways or one of its subsid-
iaries or its affiliates and served overseas as a result of Pan Anmeri-
can's contract with Air Transport Commrand or Naval Air Transport Service
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during the period of arnmed conflict, Decenber fourteenth, nineteen
hundred forty-one through August fourteenth, nineteen hundred forty-
five, and who (iv) was discharged or rel eased therefromunder honorable
conditions, or (v) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section
three hundred fifty of the executive law, and has received a discharge
other than bad conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, or (vi) is a
di scharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section three hundred fifty of
the executive law, and has received a discharge other than bad conduct
or di shonorable from such servi ce.

(c) June twenty-seven, nineteen hundred fifty to January thirty-one,
ni net een hundred fifty-five.

(d) Novenber first, nineteen hundred fifty-five to May seventh, nine-
teen hundred seventy-five.

(e) August two, nineteen hundred ninety to the end of hostilities in
the Persian @ulf conflict.

(f) From Septenber eighteenth, two thousand one until the end of the
United States nmilitary efforts in Afghanistan.

(g) From Cctober sixteenth, two thousand two until the end of the
United States nilitary efforts in Iraq.

8 7. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 669-a of the education |aw,
subdi vision 1 as anmended by chapter 490 of the laws of 2019, paragraph a
of subdivision 1 as anended by chapter 606 of the laws of 2021, and
subdivision 2 as anmended by section 3 of part N of chapter 57 of the
| aws of 2008, are anended to read as foll ows:

1. As used in this section, the following ternms shall have the foll ow
i ng neani ngs:

a. "Vietnamveteran” means (i) a person who is a resident of this
state, (ii) who served in the arned forces of the United States in Indo-
china at any time from the first day of Novenber, nineteen hundred
fifty-five, to and including the seventh day of My, nineteen hundred
seventy-five, and (iii) who was either discharged therefrom under honor-
able conditions, including but not Ilimted to honorable discharge,
di scharge under honorable conditions, or general discharge, or has a
qualifying condition, as defined in section three hundred fifty of the
executive |law, and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or
di shonorable from such service, or is a discharged LGBT veteran, as
defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive law, and has
received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such
servi ce.

b. "Persian @ulf veteran" neans (i) a person who is a resident of this
state, (ii) who served in the arnmed forces of the United States in the
hostilities that occurred in the Persian Gulf fromthe second day of
August, nineteen hundred ninety through the end of such hostilities, and
(iii) who was either discharged therefrom under honorable conditions,
including but not limted to honorabl e di scharge, discharge under honor-
abl e conditions, or general discharge, or has a qualifying condition, as
defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive |law, and has
received a di scharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such
service, or is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section three
hundred fifty of the executive law, and has received a discharge other
t han bad conduct or dishonorable from such service.

c. "Afghanistan veteran" nmeans (i) a person who is a resident of this
state, (ii) who served in the arnmed forces of the United States in the
hostilities that occurred in Afghanistan from the eleventh day of
Sept ember, two thousand one, to the end of such hostilities, and (iii)
who was either discharged therefrom under honorable conditions, includ-
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ing but not limted to honorable discharge, discharge under honorable
conditions, or general discharge, or has a qualifying condition, as
defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive law, and has
received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such
service, or is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section three
hundred fifty of the executive |law, and has received a discharge other
than bad conduct or dishonorable from such service.

d. "Oher eligible [eonbat] veteran" neans: an individual who (i) is a
resident of this state, (ii) served in the armed forces of the United

&aws[m4w&H+H&%ma—%a%m@%HH—EMH%fgm%+agm%—mm%

Hopary—Medal], and (iii) was either discharged under honorable condi-
tions, including but not linmted to honorabl e discharge, discharge under
honorabl e conditions, or general discharge, or has a qualifying condi-
tion, as defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive |aw,
and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from
such service, or 1is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section
three hundred fifty of the executive law, and has received a discharge
ot her than bad conduct or dishonorable from such servi ce.

e. "Part tinme study" means enrollnment for at |least three but |less than
twel ve senester hours per senester, or the equivalent, in an approved
under graduat e or graduate program

f. "Approved vocational training prograns" neans prograns offered by
agenci es approved by the conmissioner for funding pursuant to this
section. The conm ssioner shall approve only such non-credit programnms
which are at | east three hundred twenty clock hours in Iength, and which
meet standards of instructional quality established in regulations by
the comm ssioner. These standards shall include, but not be limted to,
qualifications of adm nistrative and instructional personnel, quality of
facilities and equi pnment, recordkeeping, adni ssion, grading, attendance,
and record of placenent of conpleters which neets standards of accepta-
bility as established by the conm ssioner.

2. a. Tuition awards are available for all Vietnam Persian Qulf,
Af ghani stan and other eligible [eenbat] veterans, as defined in subdivi-
sion one of this section, who are enrolled, pursuant to paragraph a of
subdi vi sion four of section six hundred sixty-one of this part, in
approved undergraduate or graduate prograns at degree granting insti-
tutions or enrolled in approved vocational training programs and who
apply for a tuition assistance programaward pursuant to section six
hundred si xty-seven of this subpart.

b. Eligibility for awards under this section shall be established as
of the date the application is received by the corporation. Al eligible
recipients shall receive an award in an ampunt as set forth in subdivi-
sion four of this section.

8 8. Subdivision 3 of section 350 of the executive lawis anended to
read as foll ows:

3. The term"veteran" neans a person, male or female, resident of this
state, who has served in the active mlitary or naval service of the
United States [&uihg—a—war—hwiichtheUnited-—States—engaged] and who
has been released from such service otherw se than by di shonorable
di scharge, or who has been furloughed to the reserve.

8 9. Subdivision 1 of section 356 of the executive lawis anended to
read as foll ows:

1. A state veterans' service agency established by the division pursu-
ant to this article shall have power and it shall be its duty to inform
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mlitary and naval authorities of the United States and assist menbers
of the armed forces and veterans, who are residents of this state, and
their famlies, inrelation to (1) matters pertaining to educationa
training and retraining services and facilities, (2) health, nedical and
rehabilitation services and facilities, (3) provisions of federal, state
and local laws and regul ations affording special rights and privil eges
to nenbers of the arnmed forces and [wa+] veterans and their fanmlies,
(4) enploynent and re-enploynent services, and (5) other matters of
simlar, related or appropriate nature. The state veterans' service
agency also shall performsuch other duties as nmay be assigned by the
state director.

8 10. Subdivision 1 of section 358 of the executive |law, as amended by
chapter 482 of the laws of 2019, is amended to read as foll ows:

1. Alocal veterans' service agency shall have power under the direc-
tion of the state veterans' service agency, and it shall be its duty to
informmlitary and naval authorities of the United States and assist
menbers of the arned forces and veterans, who are residents of this
state, and their famlies, in relation to (1) nmatters pertaining to
educational training and retraining services and facilities, (2) health,
medi cal and rehabilitation services and facilities, (3) provisions of
federal, state and local |laws and regulations affording special rights
and privileges to nenbers of the arnmed forces and [wa+] veterans and
their famlies, (4) enploynent and re-enpl oynment services, (5) the proc-
ess of submitting an application for a discharge upgrade to the
di scharge upgrade advisory board, and (6) other matters of simlar,
related or appropriate nature. The |local veterans' service agency may
also assist famlies of menbers of the reserve conmponents of the arned
forces and the organized nmilitia ordered into active duty to ensure that
they are made aware of and are receiving all appropriate support avail-
able to themand are placed in contact with the agencies responsible for
such support, including, but not limted to, the division of mlitary
and naval affairs and other state agencies responsible for providing
such support. The local veterans' service agency al so shall perform such
other duties as may be assigned by the state director.

8 11. Subdivision 1 of section 364 of the executive | aw, as added by
chapter 424 of the laws of 1961, paragraph a as anended by chapter 490
of the laws of 2019, clause 7 of subparagraph (v) of paragraph a as
anended by chapter 606 of the |Iaws of 2021, and paragraph c as added by
chapter 751 of the laws of 1985, is anmended to read as foll ows:

1. a. The word "veteran," as used in this article shall be taken to
mean and i nclude any person who is a resident of the state of New York,
and who (i) has been or may be given an honorabl e, general or ordinary
di scharge or any other formof release from such service, except a
di shonor abl e di schar ge, a bad conduct discharge, an undesirable
di scharge, a discharge w thout honor or a discharge for the good of the
service, or (ii) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section three
hundred fifty of this article, and has received a discharge other than
bad conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, or (iii) is a discharged
LGBT veteran, as defined in section three hundred fifty of this article,
and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from

such servi ce[ —and—whe—{r—vwos a—reciprent—otthearmed forces—expedi—
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b. The word "veteran” shall also mean any pershn who neets the other
requi rements of paragraph a of this subdivision, who served on active
duty for |ess than ni nety days if he or she was discharged or released

c. The term"” actlve duty" as used in this article shall nean full tine
duty in the armed forces, other than active duty for training; provided,
however, that "active duty" shall also include any period of active duty
for training during which the individual concerned was di sabled or died
froma disease or injury incurred or aggravated during such period.

8§ 12. Paragraph b of subdivision 1 of section 366 of the executive
| aw, as added by chapter 743 of the |laws of 2006, is anmended to read as
fol | ows:

b. "Veteran"™ nmeans a person, nale or female, resident of this state,
who has served in the active mlitary, naval or air service of the
United States [dwing—a—tpe—et—wor—h—which—the United States—engaged]
and who has been rel eased from such service otherw se than by dishonor-
abl e discharge, or who has been furloughed to the reserve;

8 13. Subdivisions 1 and 2 of section 32 of the general business |aw,
as anmended by chapter 490 of the |laws of 2019, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Every nenber of the arned forces of the United States who (a) was
honorably di scharged from such service, or (b) has a qualifying condi-
tion, as defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive |aw,
and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from
such service, or (c) is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section
three hundred fifty of the executive |aw, and has received a discharge
other than bad conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, and who is a
resident of this state and a veteran [ef—any—war——or—who—shall—have
seFved——Fn——Lhe——aLned——LeLees——ei——Lhe~£h+%ed—8pates—e¥945£ﬁeﬂ and the
surviving spouse of any such veteran, if a resident of the state, shal
have the right to hawk, peddle, vend and sell goods, wares or nerchan-
dise or solicit trade upon the streets and hi ghways within the county of
his or her residence, as the case may be, or if such county is enbraced
wholly by a city, wthin such city, by procuring a license for that
purpose to be issued as herein provided. No part of the lands or prem
ises under the jurisdiction of the division of the state fair in the
departnent of agriculture and markets, shall be deemed a street or high-
way within the neaning of this section.

2. Any such forner nmenber of the armed forces of the United States nay
present to the clerk of any county in which he has resided for a period
of at least six nonths, his original certificate of release or discharge
from active duty, or a copy thereof duly certified by the recording
officer or a certificate in lieu of lost discharge issued by a depart-
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ment of the armed forces of the United States which shall show that the
person presenting it is a veteran [ :

! | ]. He shall also fil
out a blank which shall when filled out state his nane, residence at the
time of application, nature of goods to be sold, and if the applicant is
wor ki ng on conmi ssion or percentage for any person, firmor corporation
the nanme and busi ness address of such person, firmor corporation. This
statement shall be signed by the applicant in the presence of the county
clerk, or a deputy designated by him and the nane on this application
and on the original certificate of release or discharge fromactive duty
shall be conpared by the county clerk to ascertain if the person so
applying is the same person named in the original certificate of rel ease
or discharge fromactive duty. Such county clerk when so satisfied shal
i ssue, without cost, to such fornmer nenber of the arned forces of the
United States, a license certifying himto be entitled to the benefits
of this section.

8 14. Subdivision 2 of section 238 of the nmlitary |aw, as anended by
chapter 490 of the laws of 2019, is amended to read as foll ows:

2. Any person, except nenbers of the arned forces of the United
States, nenbers of the organized militia of this or any other state,
personnel of the independent nmilitary organizations designated in
section two hundred forty of this article, nenbers of associations whol -
|y conposed of persons who (a) were honorably discharged fromthe arned
forces of the United States, or (b) have a qualifying condition, as
defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive law, and have
received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable fromthe
armed forces of the United States, or (c) are discharged LGBT veterans,
as defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive |aw, and have
received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable fromthe
armed forces of the United States, and nenbers of associations wholly
conposed of sons of veterans [ef—ary—wer—ef—theUnited-—States], who
shall wear any uniformor any device, strap, knot or insignia of any
design or character used as a designation of grade, rank or office, such
as are by law or by regul ation, duly pronul gated, prescribed for the use
of the organized mlitia or simlar thereto; or

8§ 15. Section 245 of the military law, as anended by chapter 490 of
the |l aws of 2019, is amended to read as foll ows:

8§ 245. Retirenent allowances of certain [we+] veterans. Any nenber of
a teachers' retirement systemto which the city of New York is required
by law to make contributions on account of such member who (i) is an
honorably discharged nenber of any branch of the arned forces of the
United States, or (ii) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section
three hundred fifty of the executive law, and has received a discharge
other than bad conduct or dishonorable, or (iii) is a discharged LGBT
veteran, as defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive |aw,
and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable,
[ havi-pg—served—as—such—duing—the—timwe—of—war] and who has attai ned the
age of fifty years, nay retire upon his own request upon witten appli-
cation to the board setting forth at what tinme not less than thirty days
subsequent to the execution and filing thereof he desires to be retired,
provided that such nmenber at the tinme so specified for his retirenent
shall have conpleted at |east twenty-five years of allowable service
Upon retirenment such nenber shall receive an annuity of equival ent actu-
arial value to his accumul ated deductions, and, in addition, a pension
begi nning i nmedi ately, having a value equal to the present value of the
pension that would have becone payable had he continued at his current
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salary to the age at which he would have first beconme eligible for
service retirenent, provided, however, that the said nenber on making
application for retirenent shall pay into the retirenent fund a sum of
money which calculated on an actuarial basis, together with his prior
contributions and ot her accunulations in said fund then to his credit,
shall be sufficient to entitle the said nenber to the same annuity and
pensi on that he woul d have received had he remained in the service of
the city until he had attained the age at which he otherw se woul d have
first becone eligible for service retirenent.

Not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of this section or of any general
special or local law or code to the contrary, a menber of any such
teachers' retirenent system who (i) is separated or discharged under
honorabl e conditions from any branch of the arned forces of the United
States, or (ii) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section three
hundred fifty of the executive |law, and has received a discharge other
than bad conduct or dishonorable, or (iii) is a discharged LGBT veteran,
as defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive | aw, and has
received a di scharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable, [hawhrg
served—as—such—during—the—time—of—war] and who has attained the age of
fifty years, may retire upon his own request upon witten application to
the board setting forth at what time, not less than thirty days subse-
quent to the execution and filing thereof, he desires to be retired,
provi ded that such nenber at that tine so specified for his retirenment

shall have conpleted at |east twenty-five years of allowable service
Upon reaching his previously selected mninmum retirenent age, such
menber shall receive an annuity of equival ent actuarial value, at that

time, to his accunul ated deductions, and, in addition, a pension based
upon his credited years of allowable service, plus the pension-for-in-
creased-t ake- hone-pay, if any. Should such nenber die before reaching
his retirenent age, then any beneficiary under a selected option shal
be eligible for benefits under such option at the date upon which the
menber woul d have reached his selected retirenent age.

§ 16. Section 246 of the mlitary law, as anmended by chapter 43 of the
| aws of 1967, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 246. Leave of absence for public enployees who are [wa+] veterans to
conti nue study. Notwi t hstanding the provisions of any lawto the
contrary, every public officer and enpl oyee, who served in the arned

forces of the United St at es [ er—o—alter—Septenber—siodeenth—nineteen

7
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ity ) I w e ) :
Farday—t iy st—pi-reteer—hundred—tHy-—Five—and] who is eligible
under the provisions enacted by the congress of the United States known
as "Servicenmen's Readjustnment Act of nineteen hundred forty-four," or
"Vet erans' Readjustnent Assistance Act of nineteen hundred fifty-two,"
or "Veterans' Readjustnent Benefits Act of nineteen hundred sixty-six,"
to continue the pursuit of studies or to take a refresher or retraining
course shall be granted a | eave of absence from his position for the
period of such course of study, not to exceed four years. Such public
of ficer or enployee shall be reinstated to his position provided he
makes application for such reinstatement within sixty days after the
termination of such course of study.

8§ 17. Section 13.19 of the parks, recreation and historic preservation
| aw, as anended by chapter 649 of the laws of 1977, is anended to read
as foll ows:
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§ 13.19 Free use of canpsites. Notw thstanding the provisions of any
ot her law, any person who is blind, non-anbul atory, or an anputee or any
vet eran [ e—the—wars—ofthenited-States], who has at any time been
awarded by the federal governnent an all owance towards the purchase of
an autonobile or is eligible for such an award shall be permtted to use
any of the public canpsites, parks and other public places of recreation
in this state, upon the sane terns and conditions as apply to the gener-
al public, but without the paynent of any fees or other charges for the
use of such canpsites, parks and other public places of recreation.

8§ 18. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 1 of section 458-a of the rea
property tax law, as anmended by chapter 490 of the laws of 2019, is
anended to read as follows:

(e) "Veteran" neans a person (i) who served in the active mlitary,

naval , or air service [da¢+ﬂg—a—pe#+ed—eL—Ma#——e4—%he—%as—a—#ee+p+en+—e¥

mada—] and mho (l) was dlscharged or released therefron1under honorable
conditions, or (2) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section
three hundred fifty of the executive law, and has received a discharge
other than bad conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, or (3) is a
di scharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section three hundred fifty of
the executive Ilaw, and has received a discharge other than bad conduct
or di shonorable fromsuch service, (ii) who was enployed by the War
Shipping Administration or Ofice of Defense Transportation or their
agents as a nerchant seanan docunented by the United States Coast Guard
or Departnent of Conmerce, or as a civil servant enployed by the United
States Arny Transport Service (later redesignated as the United States
Arnmy Transportation Corps, Water Division) or the Naval Transportation
Service; and who served satisfactorily as a crew nmenber during the peri-
od of arned conflict, December seventh, nineteen hundred forty-one, to
August fifteenth, nineteen hundred forty-five, aboard nmerchant vessels
in oceangoing, i.e., foreign, intercoastal, or coastw se service as such
terns are defined under federal |law (46 USCA 10301 & 10501) and further
to include "near foreign" voyages between the United States and Canada,
Mexi co, or the West Indies via ocean routes, or public vessels in ocean-
goi ng service or foreign waters and who has received a Certificate of
Rel ease or Discharge from Active Duty and a di scharge certificate, or an
Honorabl e Service Certificate/ Report of Casualty, fromthe departnent of
defense, (iii) who served as a United States civilian enpl oyed by the
Anerican Field Service and served overseas under United States Armes
and United States Arny Groups in world war |1 during the period of arned
conflict, Decenber seventh, nineteen hundred forty-one through My
ei ghth, nineteen hundred forty-five, and who (1) was discharged or
rel eased therefrom under honorable conditions, or (2) has a qualifying
condition, as defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive
| aw, and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or di shonorable
from such service, or (3) is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in
section three hundred fifty of the executive law, and has received a
di scharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such service, (iv)
who served as a United States civilian Flight Crew and Aviation G ound
Support Enpl oyee of Pan Anerican World Airways or one of its subsid-
iaries or its affiliates and served overseas as a result of Pan Ameri -
can's contract with Air Transport Conmand or Naval Air Transport Service
during the period of armed conflict, Decenber fourteenth, nineteen
hundred forty-one through August fourteenth, nineteen hundred forty-
five, and who (1) was discharged or rel eased therefrom under honorable
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conditions, or (2) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section
three hundred fifty of the executive law, and has received a discharge
other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such service, or (3) is a
discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section three hundred fifty of
the executive law, and has received a di scharge other than bad conduct
or dishonorable from such service, or (v) notw thstandi ng any ot her
provision of law to the contrary, who are nmenbers of the reserve conpo-
nents of the arnmed forces of the United States who (1) received an
honor abl e di scharge or rel ease therefrom under honorabl e conditions, or
(2) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section three hundred
fifty of the executive law, and has received a di scharge other than bad
conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, or (3) is a discharged LGBT
veteran, as defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive |aw,
and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from
such service, but are still nenbers of the reserve conponents of the
armed forces of the United States provided that such nenbers neet all
ot her qualifications under the provisions of this section.

8§ 19. Subdivision 1 of section 168 of the social services law, as
anended by chapter 490 of the laws of 2019, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Veteran neans a person, male or fenale, who has served in the arned
forces of the United States [iw—time—of—war], or who was a recipient of
the armed forces expeditionary nedal, navy expeditionary nedal or marine
corps expeditionary nedal for participation in operations in Lebanon
fromJune first, nineteen hundred eighty-three to Decenber first, nine-
teen hundred eighty-seven, in Grenada from Cctober twenty-third, nine-
teen hundred eighty-three to Novenmber twenty-first, nineteen hundred
eighty-three, or in Panana from Decenber twentieth, nineteen hundred
eighty-nine to January thirty-first, nineteen hundred ninety, and who
(1) has been honorably discharged or rel eased under honorable circum
stances from such service or furloughed to the reserve, or (2) has a
qualifying condition, as defined in section three hundred fifty of the
executive law, and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or
di shonorable from such service, or (3) is a discharged LGBT veteran, as
defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive law, and has
received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such
servi ce.

8 20. Subdivision 3 of section 404-a of the vehicle and traffic |aw,
as added by chapter 601 of the |laws of 1987, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

3. Registration of vehicles owned by severely disabled veterans. The
comm ssioner shall assign to such notor vehicles, including any vans or
pi ck-up trucks used for transporting handi capped veterans which are not
used for comrercial purposes and which are owned by such veterans or a
not-for-profit corporation serving such veterans, a distinctive nunber
and issue and deliver in such manner as the conm ssioner nay prescribe

to the owner a certification of registration, in such form as the
comm ssioner shall prescribe and two nunber plates, called disabled
veteran plates. Said severely disabled veteran plates shall conform to

the requirenents of section four hundred one of this chapter, but shal

bear distinctive marks to distinguish them from nunber plates to be
issued to other persons, qualifying under this [ehapter] article. The
comm ssioner in his discretion, may issue, for any registration year,
only one plate as a set for a notor vehicle, in which event a set of
severely disabled veteran plates for a notor vehicle shall consist of
one plate. Where a severely disabled veteran owns nore than one vehicle
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and such vehicle or vehicles is or are used by severely disabl ed menbers
of the owner's famly who reside with the owner, the conm ssioner shal
i ssue one set of plates for each additional vehicle used by such severe-
ly disabled veteran, provided that such user qualifies as a severely
di sabl ed veteran in the manner required by this section. For purposes of
this subdivision, the term"severely disabled veteran" shall nean any
menber of the armed forces of the United States [who—servedintine—of
, . . . : . g ) , ]
whose disability qualifies himas a severely disabled person within the
meani ng of such termas defined in subdivision four of this section

8§ 21. Paragraphs f and g of subdivision 6 of section 54 of the work-
ers' conpensation law, as amended by chapter 205 of the |aws of 1993
are anmended to read as foll ows:

f. Notwi thstanding the provisions of paragraph a of this subdivision
or any other provision of this chapter, any executive officer of a reli-
gious, charitable or educational corporation and the officers of a
muni ci pal corporation, and officers of any post or chapter of organiza-
tions of veterans [ef—any—war] of the United States may be brought wth-
in the coverage of the insurance contract as if they were enpl oyees by
any such corporation filing with the insurance carrier, upon a form
prescribed by the chair of the workers' conpensation board, a notice
that the corporation elects to bring one or nore executive officers of
such corporation nanmed in the notice within the coverage of this chap-

ter. Such election shall be effective with respect to all policies
i ssued to such corporation by such insurance carrier as long as it shal
continuously insure the corporation. |If such election is revoked, it

shall be in witing on a form prescribed by the chair and filed with the
chair and with the insurance carrier and a copy thereof furnished to
each officer as to whom such revocation is applicable, upon a form
prescribed by the chair. Such revocation shall not be effective wuntil
thirty days after such filing. The estinmation of the wage val ues of
executive officers within the coverage of the insurance contract shal
be reasonable and separately stated and added to the val uation of the
payrol |l s upon which the prem umis conputed.

g. The executive officers brought within the coverage of the insurance
contract, and the dependents of any such executive officers, including
executive officers of religious, charitable or educational corporations
and of ficers of municipal corporations, and officers of any post or
chapter of organizations of veterans [ef—any—war] of the United States
that have elected to bring their officers within the coverage of the
policy, shall have the same rights and renedi es as any enpl oyee and
shall be entitled to conpensation and nedical care as provided by this
chapter, and the insurance carrier shall be liable therefor and for
paynents into the special funds provided in this chapter as in the case
of an enployee. The -executive officers who may be brought within the
coverage of an insurance contract shall include an officer of a corpo-
ration who at all times during the period involved between them owns al
of the issued and outstanding stock of the corporation and holds all of
the offices pursuant to paragraph (e) of section seven hundred fifteen
of the business corporation |aw or two executive officers of a corpo-
ration who at all tines during the period involved between themown al
of the issued and outstanding stock of such corporation and hold al
such offices and who is the executive officer or who are the executive
officers of a corporation that has no other persons who are enpl oyees
required to be covered under this chapter.

§ 22. This act shall take effect immediately.



