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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 6, 2021

Introduced by M of A GOITFRIED -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law, in relation to review of policies
and practices relating to COVID 19 outbreaks in correctional facili-
ties, including the treatment and prevention of the di sease anbng
i nmates and staff

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 26 of section 206 of the public health |aw, as
amended by a chapter of the |aws of 2020 anendi ng the public health | aw,
relating to review of policies and practices relating to any infectious
di sease outbreak in correctional facilities, including the treatnent and
preventi on of the di sease anong i nmates and staff, as proposed in |egis-
lative bills nunmbers S.8315-A and A 10463-A, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

26. The commi ssioner is hereby authorized and directed to review any
policy or practice instituted in facilities operated by the depart nent
of corrections and comunity supervision, and in all local correctiona
facilities, as defined in subdivision sixteen of section two of the
correction | aw, regarding human i munodeficiency virus (H V), acquired
i mmunodefici ency syndronme (AIDS), hepatitis C (HCV), and [eprergihg
pfectious—diseases] COVID-19, including the prevention of the trans-
mssion of and the treatnment of such infections and di seases anpbng
i nmates. Such review shall be perfornmed at [east annually[——anrd—nBre
freguentty—as—determned—by—the——comr-ssioner], and shall focus on wheth-
er such policy or practice is consistent wth current, generally
accept ed nedi cal standards and procedures used to prevent the trans-
m ssion of and to treat those infections and di seases anpong the genera
public. In performng such reviews, in order to determne the quality
and adequacy of care and treatnment provided, departnment personnel are
authorized to enter correctional facilities and inspect policy and
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procedure nmanuals and nedical protocols, interview health services
providers and i nmate-patients, review nedical grievances, and inspect a
representative sanple of nedical records of inmates known to be infected
with any such infections or diseases. Prior to initiating a review of a
correctional system the conmi ssioner shall informthe public, including
patients, their famlies and patient advocates, of the scheduled review
and invite themto provide the comm ssioner with relevant information

Upon the conpletion of such review, the departnment shall, in witing,
approve such policy or practice as instituted in facilities operated by
the departnent of corrections and comunity supervision, and in any
|l ocal correctional facility, or, based on specific, witten recomenda-
tions, direct the departnent of corrections and comunity supervision

or the authority responsible for the provision of nedical care to
inmates in local correctional facilities to prepare and inplement a
corrective plan to address deficiencies in areas where such policy or
practice fails to conformto current, generally accepted nedical stand-
ards and procedures. The conmi ssioner shall nonitor the inplenentation
of such corrective plans and shall conduct such further reviews as the
comm ssioner deens necessary to ensure that identified deficiencies in

those policies and practices are corrected. All witten reports
pertaining to reviews provided for in this subdivision shall be nain-
tai ned, under such conditions as the comm ssioner shall prescribe, as

avail able for public inspection. [As—usedin-this

public information

]

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the same
manner as a chapter of the | aws of 2020 anending the public health Iaw,
relating to review of policies and practices relating to any infectious
di sease outbreak in correctional facilities, including the treatnent and
prevention of the disease anbng i nmates and staff, as proposed in |egis-
lative bills nunmbers S. 8315-A and A 10463-A, takes effect.



