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STATE OF NEW YORK

9472

| N ASSEMBLY

March 7, 2022

Introduced by M of A RA -- read once and referred to the Conmittee on
Agi ng
AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to establishing the

seni or housi ng accessibility study group; and to repeal such
provi si ons upon the expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 373-b
to read as follows:

8 373-b. Senior housing accessibility study group. 1. There shall be
establi shed a senior housing accessibility study aroup. Such study group
shall consist of the director of the division of building standards and

codes, or his or her designee, who shall also serve as the chair of the
group, the comm ssioner of health, or his or her designee, the director
of the office for the aging, or his or her designee, the conm ssioner of
the division of homes and community renewal, or his or her designee, and
three nenbers to be appointed by the governor, one of whomshall repre-
sent and have experience with the housing construction industry, one of
whom shal |l represent and have experience as an advocate for the disabled
conmmunity, and one of whom shall be an architect licensed in the state
of New York. The nenbers of the study group shall receive no conpen-
sation for their services, but shall be allowed their actual and neces-
sary expenses incurred in the perfornance of their duties pursuant to
this section. Such study group may conduct any hearings or take any
witten testinony as it deens necessary and shall take all other steps
necessary to provide a thorough analysis of all issues related to senior
housi ng accessibility.

2. The senior housing accessibility study group shall exam ne, eval u-
ate, and nmke recomendations for anending the New York state uniform
fire prevention and building code to inprove and enhance accessibility
requirenents for all newy constructed or substantially reconstructed
seni or housi ng devel opnents. Such enhancenents may include, but shal
not be limted to:
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(a) installing ranps for all first-floor entrances at the front, rear
or side of each building;

(b) requiring that all second-floor units have staircases sufficient
to allow the installation of chair glides, if necessary, for resident or
owner use;

(c) requiring that all residential full bathroons should fulfill al
requirenents for accessibility pursuant to the federal Anericans with
Disabilities Act (ADA);

(d) requiring that all recreation facilities are nade fully conpliant
with ADA specifications and are accessible to all residents. This shal
include swinmng pools with conpliant ranp grading and rails, accessible
gates, and contrasting striping for those with |linmted vision;

(e) require the installation of ADA conpliant door actuators for entry
and exit doors and bathroons in clubhouses and recreation centers;

(f) require that all public United States postal service mail boxes and
|l ocations shall be fully accessible, with curb cut ranps ensuring the
shortest path of travel from all units, and appropriate landings to
allow for turnaround space; and

(g) require that all resident parking spaces shall have a mninmumof a
thirty-inch access aisle to ensure ease of function access to a person's
vehicle. This requirenent shall be in addition to all visitor and acces-
sible parking spaces required by the New York state uniform fire
prevention and building code for accessibility.

3. The senior housing accessibility study group shall issue its fina
recommendations in accordance with this section no later than thirty
days prior to the expiration of this section. Such study group shal
i ssue such report to the governor, the speaker of the assenbly, the
mnority leader of the assenbly, the tenporary president of the senate,
and the nmnority |leader of the senate.

§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed one year after it shall have becone a | aw.




