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STATE OF NEW YORK

9249

| N ASSEMBLY

February 9, 2022

Introduced by M of A OIS -- read once and referred to the Conmittee
on Governmental QOperations

AN ACT to anend the state finance | aw and the executive law, in relation
to establishing the "Hurricane Ida relief progrant

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The state finance law is anmended by addi ng a new section
99-00 to read as foll ows:

8 99-00. Hurricane lda relief programfund. 1. There is hereby estab-
lished in the joint custody of the state conptroller and the comm ssion-
er of taxation and finance a special fund to be known as the "Hurricane
lda relief programfund"” to be admnistered in accordance wth this
section and section twenty-nine-1 of the executive |aw

2. The Hurricane lda relief programfund shall consist of all noneys
received therefor, including but not limted to appropriations, nonetary
grants, gifts or bequests received by the state for the purposes of the

fund, and all other noneys credited or transferred thereto from any
other fund or source; provided, however, such fund shall not collect nor
expend nore than fifty mllion dollars in total. Moneys of such fund

shall be expended only for Hurricane lIda relief financial assistance and
disaster relief services in accordance with section twenty-nine-1 of the
executive | aw

3. Mneys in such fund shall be kept separate from and shall not be
commingled with any other noneys in the custody of the conptroller or
the conmmissioner of taxation and finance. Any noneys of the fund not
required for imediate use nmay, at the discretion of the conptroller, in
consultation with the director of the budget, be invested by the conp-
troller in obligations of the United States or the state, or in obli-
gations the principal and interest on which are guaranteed by the United
States or by the state. Any incone earned by the investnent of such
noneys shall be added to and becone a part of and shall be used for the
pur poses of such fund.

4. Money expended from such fund shall be used to supplenent and not
supplant or replace any other available recovery or relief funds,

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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including federal or state funding. which would otherwise have been
expended for reinbursenent of danages caused by Hurricane |da.

5. Moneys of the fund, when received pursuant to subdivision two of
this section, shall be available to the commi ssioner of the division of
honmel and security and energency services to provide authorized conpen-
sation or reinbursenents to eligible individuals, households and busi-
ness who suffered damages caused by Hurricane lda for which insurance,
state assistance, and federal assistance are either not available or do
not adequately neet the needs of such eligible individual, household or
business with respect to such danages in accordance with section twen-
ty-nine-1 of the executive |aw.

6. The nonies of the fund shall be paid out, without appropriation, on
the audit and warrant of the state conptroller on vouchers certified or
approved by the commi ssioner of the division of honeland security and
energency services as provided in section twenty-nine-I of the executive
law. The conptroller shall, in consultation with the conm ssioner of the
division of honeland security and energency services, prescribe by regu-
lation the manner in which noneys of the fund shall be distributed to
eligible applicants.

8§ 2. The executive law is anmended by adding a new section 29-1 to read
as foll ows:

8 29-1. Hurricane lda relief program 1. The division of honeland
security and energency services, in conjunction with the conptroller,
shall establish and administer a supplenental state disaster aid program
to be known as the "Hurricane lda relief progranmt or the "progranl as
provided in this section. Such programshall be in addition to any funds
provided by the federal governnent and expended or provided through the
division for disaster recovery and relief, and shall not duplicate
assi stance provided by the federal governnent or insurance.

2. For the purposes of this section. the following terns shall have
the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Applicant" nmeans an individual, household or business entity that
has applied for assistance pursuant to subdivision three of this
section.

(b) (i) "D vision" neans the division of honeland security and ener-
gency services.

(ii) "Comm ssioner" neans the comm ssioner of the division of honel and
security and energency services.

(iii) "FEMA'" neans the federal energency nanagenent adm nistration

(c) "Eligible applicant” neans an applicant that suffered danages
caused by Hurricane Ida within a locality designated as within an area
subject to the Major Disaster Declaration for Remmants of Hurricane
lda, (FEMA-4615-DR-NY)., for the incident period Septenber first through
Sept enber third, two thousand twenty-one, as defined in paragraph (g) of
this subdivision, and:

(i) insurance, or financial assistance as defined in paragraph (d) of
this section, or any conbination of such insurance and financial assist-
ance are not available to the applicant; or

(ii) such insurance, or financial assistance, or conbination thereof
are available to the applicant but cannot adequately conpensate or reim
burse such applicant for such damages.

(d) "Financial assistance" neans noney provided to an eligible appli-
cant as defined in paragraph (c) of this subdivision, as conpensation or
rei nbursenent for danmages caused by Hurricane |da in accordance with the
provisions of this section and section ninety-nine-oo of the state
finance law but shall not include financial assistance for danmages
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caused by Hurricane Ilda provided by FEMA's individual assistance
program or any other federal, state, or nunicipal disaster recovery,
relief, assistance or aid programor fund other than the program estab-
lished pursuant to this section. Such financial assistance shall in no
event exceed ten thousand dollars nor be less than one hundred doll ars.

(e) "Fund" neans the Hurricane lda relief program fund established
pursuant to section ninety-nine-oo of the state finance |aw

(f) "Household" neans all persons, including adults and ninors, who
lived in a pre-disaster residence within a locality designated as within
an area subject to the Major Disaster Declaration for Remants of
Hurri cane lda, (FEMA-4615-DR-NY)., for the incident period Septenber
first through Septenber third, two thousand twenty-one, who request
assistance, as well as any persons, such as infants, spouse, or part-
tine residents who were not present at the tinme of the disaster, but who
are expected to return during the assistance period.

(g) "Hurricane Ida" neans the disaster declared on Septenber fifth,
two thousand twenty-one pursuant to Major Disaster Declaration for
Remmants of Hurricane lda, (FEMA-4615-DR-NY), for the incident period
Septenber first through Septenber third, two thousand twenty-one.

(h) "Business entity" means a corporation, association, partnership,

limted liability conpany, limted liability partnership, or other |ega
entity.

3. (a) The commi ssioner shall, in consultation with the conptroller
devel op and inpl enent procedures governing the subnission and receipt of

applications for financial assistance pursuant to this section. Such
procedures shall provide for expedited relief to eligible applicants,

and each such application shall be subnitted to the division in such
formand in such manner as the conmi ssioner deens appropriate.

(b) Such application for financial assistance shall be nade available
for all potential applicants in accordance with subdivision six of this
section, and at mninmum shall require the applicant to certify on a
form prepared by the comm ssi oner

i) the anbunt and nature of damages sustained by the applicant;

(ii) that such dannges were in fact caused by Hurricane |da;

(iii) the anpbunt of any conpensation or reinbursenent for such danages
already received, if any;

(iv) the anpunt of any conpensation or reinbursenent for such danages
which the applicant has yet to receive but expects to receive at a
future date, and the date such conpensation or reinbursenent is
expect ed;

(v) any anmount for which the applicant has applied for relief or nade
a claim for financial assistance or disaster relief for danmages caused
by Hurricane Ida from FEMA or any other federal, state, or nunicipal
disaster relief programfor which a deternmination is pending; and

(vi) that the anpunt of financial assistance applied for reflects
damages incurred which (A) have not been conpensated or reinbursed by
any other source; or (B) such damages have been partially conpensated or

rei nbursed and the anmpbunt applied for reflects a portion of danmges not

so _conpensated or rei nbursed.
(c)(i) The division shall review each application for assistance

submitted pursuant to this subdivision and shall approve or reject such
application and notify the applicant of such approval or rejection no
later than thirty days after receipt of such application. 1f the divi-
sion approves such application, the applicant shall receive financial
assistance no later than thirty days after such approval pursuant to
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subdi vision five of this section and section ninety-nine-oo of the state
finance | aw

(ii) The division shall conduct the review, and determ nation required
by subparagraph (i) of this paragraph., in accordance with rules and
regul ati ons pronulgated by the conm ssioner for such purpose. To the
ext ent possible, such rules and requlations shall integrate the
prescribed protocols required under FEMA's individual assistance program
regarding verification, confirmation, assessnent, and approval or deni al
of applications for assistance, and appeals.

4. Beginning on the effective date of this subdivision and thereafter,
the division, in conjunction with the conptroller shall neke financia
assistance available to conpensate or reinburse eligible applicants in
accordance with this section and section ninety-nine-oo of the state
finance law.The conm ssioner shall by regulation deternine which types
of damages shall be eligible for conpensation or reinbursenent and the

amount to be paid therefor, provided such danmges shall include, but not

be limted to damage to real and personal property, structures | ocated
on real property, vehicles, and other personal property as the comm s-

sioner deens appropriate. The conptroller, in consultation with the
conm ssioner, shall prescribe by regulation the nmanner in which such
financial assistance shall be distributed to eligible beneficiaries.

5. The division shall cooperate with the office of the state conp-
troller to provide for the provision of periodic audits of the Hurricane
lda relief program to assure that all aid provided was given only to
those eligible to receive such assistance and in the anpunts so
required, and that such funds were wused only for their intended
pur poses. Funds for the Hurricane Ida relief programshall not dupli-
cate assistance provided by other sources, including but not limted to
those provided by the federal governnent, the state, a nunicipality, or
i nsurance.

6. Beginning on the effective date of this subdivision and thereafter:
(a) The division shall attenpt to notify all individuals, households and
busi nesses who suffered danages caused by Hurricane Ida of the Hurricane
lda relief program established pursuant to this section and shal
encourage all such individuals, households and businesses to apply.

(b) The division shall establish and publicize a toll-free tel ephone
nunber for use by prospective applicants seeking information on the
program _The division shall publish guidance and instructions regarding
the application process, criteria for review and determ nations., and
other relevant information, including an application formand rel ated
materials. Al such materials shall be accessible to the public on any
website maintained by the division and available for downil oad by
prospective applicants.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw, provided, however, that the provisions of subdivision
6 of section 29-1 of the executive |aw, as added by section two of this
act shall take effect inmmediately. Effective imediately, the addition
amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the
i mpl ementation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be
made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




