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STATE OF NEW YORK

9187

| N ASSEMBLY

February 9, 2022

Introduced by M of A MDONALD -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Corporations, Authorities and Comm ssions

AN ACT to amend the canal law, in relation to the nenbership and work of
t he canal recreationway conmi ssion

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraphs a and b of subdivision 1 and subdivisions 2, 6
and 7 of section 138-a of the canal |aw, paragraph a of subdivision 1 as
anended by chapter 243 of the laws of 1993, paragraph b of subdivision 1
as anmended by chapter 149 of the laws of 1994, subdivisions 2 and 6 as
added by chapter 766 of the laws of 1992, and subdivision 7 as anended
by chapter 671 of the laws of 2021, are anended to read as foll ows:

a. [the—~chairman—of—the—-authority-] the comm ssioner of transporta-
tion, the comm ssioner of the office of parks, recreation and historic
preservation, the chairman of the authority, the conm ssioner of the
division of honeland security and energency services, the chairman of
the Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor Conm ssion and the comm s-
sioner of environnental conservation, or their representatives;

b. ten individuals involved in canal use, devel opnent, preservation or
enhancenent and | ocal governnents fromcounties adjacent to or inter-
sected by the canal system appointed by the governor of whomthree shal
be appointed at the recommendation of the tenporary president of the
senate and three shall be appointed at the recommendati on of the speaker
of the assenbly. In appointing such nenbers, the governor shall ensure
geographic representation fromeach of the canal sections enconpassing
the canal system including at |east one representative fromcounties in
which the Erie, Chanplain, Cayuga-Seneca, and Oswego canals are | ocated.
In addition, individuals appointed to the commission shall be broadly
representative of the following areas of interest: preservation of the
environment, the operation of tour boats on the canal, the operation of
marinas on the canal, recreational trail users, hunting and fishing,
tourism pronoti on agencies as defined in section one hundred sixty-two
of the econonic devel opnment |aw, historic preservation, the conmerci al
farm ng industry and the commercial shipping industry, provided that

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
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with respect to appointnent of an individual representative of historic
preservation or the comercial farmng industry or comercial shipping
i ndustry, such an individual may reside outside of a county adjacent to
or intersected by the canal system [if—such—person—holds]. provided
further, such an individual representative of the comercial farnng
industry or the comrercial shipping industry living outside of a county
adjacent to or intersected by the canal systemshall also hold an owner-
ship interest or senior managerial position in a comercial farmng firm
or comrercial shipping firm respectively, which regularly uses the
canal systemin furtherance of its business; and

2. The chairperson of the conm ssion shall be [the—chai+rran—-oi—the
auther-ty] appointed by the governor and serve a three-year term The
menbers of the comrission nmay elect a secretary and ot her necessary
officers to serve for such a period as the nenbers shall decide

6. Amjority of the [weting—rerbers—of—the—corm-ssion] ten individ-
ual s involved in canal use, devel opnent, preservation or enhancenent and
local governnents from counties adjacent to or intersected by the cana
svsten1a000|nted by the qovernor then in office, [a%—LeasL—L+¥e—eL—AMmyn

see%#en—] shal | constltute a quorunmfor the transactlon of any bu3|ness
or the exercise of any power or function of the conmi ssion. An act,
determ nation or decision of the majority of the nmenbers present and
entitled to vote during the presence of a quorumshall be held to be the
act, determination or decision of the conm ssion.

7. The commi ssion shall neet nonthly, generally, but at |east [guar—
terly] ten tinmes each year. Special neetings may be called by its
chairperson and shall be called by the chairperson at the request of a
majority of the nenbers of the commission then in office.

8§ 2. Section 138-b of the canal |aw, as anmended by chapter 335 of the
| aws of 2001, is amended to read as follows:

8§ 138-b. Functions, powers and duties. The comm ssion shall

1. [ Bevelep—mintaln—andperiodically] Exercise the general powers
and duties relating to canals set forth in section ten of this chapter.

2. No |later than May first, two thousand twenty-five, revise [&] the
statewide canal recreationway plan (hereinafter referred to as the

"pl an" ) for the canal systen1 [Sueh—pLan—shaLL—be—de#e#eped——+ﬁ——aeee#d—
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irg] 3. Devel op and

submit, in cooperation with the state and the Erie Canalway Nationa
Heritage Corridor Commission, no later than May first, two thousand
twenty-five, an application for United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO Wyrld Heritage List designation.

4. Carry out its duties and obligations related to the canal in the
fol |l owi ng manner:

a. evaluate and make reconmendati ons for new operational, maintenance
and capital initiatives or projects to enhance the canal;

b. establish criteria and procedures for the review by the comi ssion
for consistency with the canal recreationway plan of abandonnments of
canal lands, canal ternmnals and canal term nal |ands, and | eases of
canal lands, canal terminals, and canal term nal |ands proposed by the
corporation pursuant to article six-A of this chapter; provided, howev-
er, that where |ocal zoning |laws and zoni ng ordi nances are in effect on
| ands proposed to be | eased or on | ands adjacent to those |ands proposed
to be Ileased such review shall include, to the extent practicable, the
consi deration of the conpatibility of such | eases with the requirenents
of such local zoning |laws and zoni ng ordi nances; and provi ded further
that the comm ssion nmay determine that certain categories of |eases do
not require review,

C. submt to the [eerporation—the] director of the budget and the
chai rpersons of the senate finance committee and the assenbly ways and
means conmittee, on the first day of Cctober, nineteen hundred ninety-
two, and on or before the first day of [August] January in each year
thereafter, a budget request for the operations of the conmm ssion,_
including all relevant annual costs for the operation, naintenance,
repair, devel opnment, and oversight of the canal system pursuant to arti-
cle two of this chapter. Such request shall include provisions for
staff services and other administrative assistance as deened necessary
by the commission to performits functions and neet its responsibilities

during the next calendar year[ —Fhre—corporation—shall—provde—statft
: I o= I I I i . .

ané—da@#es]; gﬂé

d. submit annually to [the—corporatioen—] the director of the budget
and the chairpersons of the senate finance committee and the assenbly
ways and neans committee, on the first day of [Gsteber—ninreteen—hunded
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; ' n] Decenber [eaeh
], a budget request for the expenditure of funds avail -
able fromthe canal fund, for the pur poses established by.section. nine-

ty-two-u of the state finance | aw [ Subm-ssienrs—ade—during—the—initial

6-] 5. Establish commttees as it deens appropriate on matters rel at-
ing to the conm ssion's functions, powers and duties; such conmmittees
shall be chaired by a conmission nenber but may include persons not
menbers of the commi ssion who provide expertise of interest specific to
the charge of such commttee.

a. the commission shall <create a tenporary comittee which shal
i nclude the comm ssioner of the departnent of econonmic devel opnent and
the comm ssioner of the office of parks, recreation and historic preser-
vation or their representatives and others with appropriate expertise to
identify opportunities for achieving the economnm c devel opnent potenti al
of the recreationway and to nmake recommendati ons for specific inplenen-
tation of these opportunities, including reconendations for marketing
and pronotion designed to attract tourists.

b. the conmission shall create a tenporary commttee, which my
include appropriately accredited professionals, to assess and report to
the authority on issues associated with managi ng the waters of the canal
system including issues relating to recreational wuse, habitats and
fl ood prone areas.

[+] 6. Report on or before March thirty-first of each year commenci ng
ni neteen hundred ninety-four to the corporation, the governor, the
tenmporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly on the
activities of the conmission with respect to the functions, powers and
duties established in this section.

8§ 3. This act shall take effect on ninetieth day after it shall have
become a | aw.



