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STATE OF NEW YORK

9093

| N ASSEMBLY

January 31, 2022

Introduced by M of A GOITFRIED -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to «certification of
fetal death certificates by a midwi fe or physician assistant

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 4161 of the public health |l aw, as anmended by chap-
ter 436 of the laws of 1967, the section heading and subdivisions 2 and
3 as anended by chapter 153 of the laws of 2011, subdivisions 1 and 4 as
anended by chapter 352 of the laws of 2013, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

8§ 4161. Fetal death certificates; form and content [ —physicianrs—nurse
pract-H-shers—mi-dhwivres—and—hespital—administrateors] . 1. The certif-

icate of fetal death and the report of fetal death shall contain such
information and be in such form as the conm ssioner may prescribe;
provi ded however that commencing on or after the inplenentation date
under section forty-one hundred forty-eight of this article, information
and signatures required by this subdivision shall be obtained and nade
in accordance with section forty-one hundred forty-eight of this arti-
cle, except that unless requested by the woman neither the certificate
nor the report of fetal death shall contain the name of the wonman, her
social security nunber or any other information which would permt her
to be identified except as provided in this subdivision. The report
shall state that a certificate of fetal death was filed with the comm s-
sioner and the date of such filing. The conm ssioner shall develop a
uni que, confidential identifier to be used on the certificate of fetal
death to be used in connection with the exercise of the commi ssioner's
authority to monitor the quality of care provided by any individual or
entity licensed to performan abortion in this state and to pernmit coor-
dination of data concerning the nedical history of the wonman for
pur poses of conducting surveillance scientific studies and research
pursuant to the provisions of paragraph (j) of subdivision one of
section two hundred six of this chapter.
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2. In each case where a physician [e+], nurse practitioner m dwi f e
or physician assistant was in attendance at or after a fetal death, it
is the duty of such [physician—or—nurse] practitioner to certify to the
birth and to the cause of death on the fetal death certificate. [\Were—a
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tothe cause of death on the fetal death certificate|

3. Fetal deaths occurring without the attendance of a [ physician—or
Aaurse] practitioner as provided in subdivision two of this section shal
be treated as deaths w thout nedical attendance, as provided in this
article.

4. Wien a fetal death occurs in a hospital, except in those cases
where certificates are issued by coroners or nedical examners, the
person in charge of such hospital or his or her designated represen-
tative shall pronptly present the certificate to the physician [e+] .
nurse practitioner, mdw fe, or physician assistant in attendance, or a
physician [e+], nurse practitioner, mdwife, or physician assistant
acting in his or her behalf, who shall pronptly certify to the facts of
birth and of fetal death, provide the nedical information required by
the certificate, sign the nmedical certificate of birth and death, and
t hereupon return such certificate to such person, so that the seventy-
two hour registration tine limt prescribed in section four thousand one
hundred sixty of this title can be net; provided, however that conmmenc-
ing on or after the inplenentation date under section forty-one hundred
forty-eight of this article, information and signatures required by this
subdi vision shall be obtained and made in accordance with section
forty-one hundred forty-eight of this article.

8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.




