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STATE OF NEW YORK

8868

| N ASSEMBLY

January 19, 2022

Introduced by M of A FAHY -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Labor

AN ACT directing the comri ssioner of labor to conduct a conprehensive
study on immgrant and refugee participation in adult education and
the workforce; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon
expi ration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. 1. The conmissioner of labor, in consultation wth the
comm ssioner of the office of tenporary and disability assistance, the
comm ssi oner of education, and the New York state office for new Aneri-
cans (hereinafter referred to as "the commissioners"”) in conjunction
with any other departnent, division, board, bureau, comm ssion, agency,
or public authority of the state or any political subdivision thereof

deened necessary by the commi ssioners, shall conduct a conprehensive
study and prepare a report on inmm grant and refugee participation in
adult education and the workforce. The data collected shall only be

utilized as authorized under state and federal law to informthe state's
efforts to advance econonmic stability and integration for immgrants and
refugees. The state shall never use or share the data solely for the use
of civil inmmgration enforcenent.

2. The study shall

(a) identify any barriers that refugees and inmgrants face to enter-
ing the workforce, including but not I|imted to licensing, |anguage
access, and transportation;

(b) assess participation by and obstacles to refugees and imm grants
in adult education and workforce training prograns;

(c) conpare, to the extent practicable, the current enploynent of
refugees and immgrants to that of their enployment prior to resettling
inthe United States, including any occupational and professiona
licenses, certifications, credentials and academni c degrees earned;

(d) identify the top occupations that refugees and imm grants seek to
work in and any barriers that prevent themfrom using work experience
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and education gained outside of the United States to obtain enpl oynent
in such occupations; and

(e) identify any other issues the conm ssioners deemrelevant to the
pur poses of this act.

3. In conducting such study and developing reconmendations, the
comm ssioners shall seek the input of relevant governnmental and non-go-
vernnent al stakeholders fromacross the state, including refugees and
i mm grants.

4. Not later than one year after the effective date of this act, the
comm ssioners shall prepare and submt to the governor, the tenporary
president of the senate, and the speaker of the assenbly a report of the
study's findings, together with specific recomendations for ninimzing
exi sting barriers and maxim zing opportunities for refugees and imm-
grants to gain access to education and enter the workforce in New York
St at e.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed 2 years after it shall have becone a | aw.



