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| N ASSEMBLY

Cct ober 20, 2021

Introduced by M of AL DINONTZ -- read once and referred to the Comrt-

tee on Higher Education -- reconmitted to the Committee on Higher
Education in accordance with Assenbly Rule 3, sec. 2 -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommitted

to said commi ttee

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to expandi ng the veterans
tuition awards programto allow the transfer of unused benefits to a
spouse, survivor or child

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Veteran
Fam |y Educational Attainnment Act".
8§ 2. Subdivision 1 of section 669-a of the education |aw is amended

by adding five new paragraphs g, h, i, j, and k to read as foll ows:

g. "Ilmediate famly" neans a spouse, child or survivor of a quali-
fied veteran.

h. "Qualified veteran® neans a veteran who would be eligible to
receive tuition awards if he or she satisfied the enrollnent and appli-
cation requirenents set forth in paragraph a of subdivision tw of

this section.

i. "Spouse" or "donestic partner" neans: (i) a person who iS a resi-
dent of this state, and (ii) a person who has a legal relationship with
a qualified veteran permitted under the laws of this state and the city
of New York for couples who have a close and conmitted persona
relationship or a person who has a legal narriage with a qualified
veteran permtted under the laws of the state and city of New York, and
(iii) whose qualified veteran has not elected to wutilize his or her
benefit.

j. "Survivor" neans: (i) a person who is a resident of this state
(ii) married to a qualified veteran who died as a result of nilitary
service, (iii) married the qualified veteran within fifteen years of
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discharge fromhis or her mlitary service in which the cause of death,
disease or injury started or was aggravated, or was narried to the
veteran for at least one vear, or had a child with the qualified veteran
and lived together wth the veteran continuously until the veteran's
death or, if separated. was not at fault for the separation. and (iv)
whose qualified veteran has not elected to utilize his or her benefit.

k. "Child" neans: (i) a person who is a resident of this state, (ii) a
biological, adopted, foster offspring, stepson or stepdaughter, |ega
ward, offspring of a donestic partner, or the person to whomthe quali-
fied veteran stands in |loco parentis, and (iii) whose qualified veteran
has not elected to utilize his or her benefit.

§ 3. Section 669-a of the education law is anmended by adding a new
subdivision 5 to read as foll ows:

5, a. A qualified veteran who would be eligible to receive tuition
awards if he or she satisfied the enrollnent and application require-
nents set forth in paragraph a of subdivision two of this section, nay
elect to transfer all or a portion of the tuition award such veteran
woul d have received to any one or nore of such veteran's imediate fam -
Ly nmenbers.

b. A veteran who elects to transfer his or her award shall designate
the eligible imediate famly nenber or nenbers to whom such award is
being transferred and the nunber of nonths such transfer shall be effec-
tive for each such dependent. Such designation shall be made on a form
prescribed by the conmm ssioner, shall be appended to the application
specified in subdivision two of this section, and the conm ssioner shal
nmake the formand relevant information of this section available on the
corporation's website.

c. No eligible imediate famly nenber to whom a transfer has been
nmade pursuant to this subdivision shall receive a tuition award in
excess of the award available to an individual veteran wunder this
section.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the thirtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw. Effective imediately, the addition, anmendnent
and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date are authorized to be made and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




