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        AN  ACT  to  amend the public health law, in relation to home care work-
          force mentor support

          The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and  Assem-
        bly, do enact as follows:

     1    Section  1.  Section  3622  of the public health law, as renumbered by
     2  section 22 of part C of chapter 58 of the laws of  2004,  is  renumbered
     3  section 3623 and a new section 3622 is added to read as follows:
     4    §  3622. Grants for home care workforce mentor support. 1. The commis-
     5  sioner shall, within amounts appropriated,  make  grants  to  home  care
     6  service  agencies  and  not-for-profit  entities  for  providing  mentor
     7  support for home care service workers (referred to in  this  section  as
     8  "mentor  support").  Grant  applications  shall  be in a manner and form
     9  prescribed by the commissioner. Mentor support  shall  use  mentors  who
    10  have  practical  experience  in  home care service commensurate with the
    11  level of home care service expected of the workers being mentored.
    12    2. In awarding grants under this section, the commissioner shall  take
    13  into  consideration,  in relation to the area to be served, the need for
    14  home care services and  for  recruitment  and  retention  of  home  care
    15  service  workers.  In developing the mentor support program, the commis-
    16  sioner shall consult with representatives of home care service  agencies
    17  and labor organizations representing home care service workers.
    18    3. The commissioner shall make regulations to administer this section.
    19    § 2. This act shall take effect immediately.
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