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STATE OF NEW YORK

8065

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

June 11, 2021

Introduced by M of A  BUTTENSCHON -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anend the executive law, in relation to establishing the
canine officer health nonitoring fund

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The executive law is amended by adding a new section
837-d-1 to read as foll ows:

8 837-d-1. Canine officer health nmonitoring fund. 1. As used in this
section, the following terns have the foll ow ng neanings:

(a) "Canine officer" shall nmean a dog that is specifically trained to
assi st police and other | aw enforcenent personnel.

(b) "Applicant" means a state agency, municipal corporation, public
authority, public benefit corporation, or the highest official thereof.

2. An applicant which is authorized to and enploys canine officers may
apply to the conmi ssioner for reinbursenent of funds expended for al
health <costs related to regular health or injury associated with canine
officers.

3. The conm ssioner shall require any applicant seeking reinbursenent
for health costs related to regular health or injury associated with
canine officers to apply for any available federal funds. Any applicant
failing to do so shall not be entitled to reinbursenent under this
section. The conmi ssioner may waive such failure for good cause. The
conm ssioner shall maintain a public record of all such waivers and the
reasons therefor. Reinbursenent nay be withheld pending the determ -
nation of an application for federal funds.

4. An applicant for reinbursenent pursuant to this section shal
report the name of each canine officer for whomreinbursenent is sought.
The applicant shall report whether such canine officer or officers have,
at any tine during the ten years imediately preceding the application
for reinbursenent, had any health costs for which rei nbursenent pursuant
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to this section was provided, the date of any such prior reinbursenent
and any other infornmation that the comri ssioner nmay require for accurate
record-keeping and accountability.

5. The anount of any reinbursenent authorized to be nade pursuant to
this section shall be reduced by the amount of any federal funds granted
to the applicant for the purpose of health costs related to reqular
health or injury associated with canine officers, and by the anpunt of
any other funds received directly or indirectly for that purpose by the
applicant.

6. Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to prohibit an
applicant fromexpending its own funds for health costs related to requ-
lar health or injury associated with canine officers in anpunts exceed-
ing the established state reinbursenent linmtations.

7. The comm ssioner is authorized to pronulgate rules and reqgulations
to provide for the orderly effectuation of the provisions of this
section.

8§ 2. Section 837 of the executive law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 23 to read as foll ows:

23. (&) Miintain and annually update a list of clains made to the
division for reinbursenent for health costs related to regular health or
injury associated with canine officers along with relevant data relating
to such reinbursenent. Such data shall include, but not be limted to:

(i) the nane of the canine officer;

(ii) the departnment or agency the canine officer is enployed by;

(iii) the age of the canine;

(iv) the canine's years of service;

(v) the canine's primary job purpose;

(vi) the canine's secondary purpose, if applicable;

(vii) any injuries or reqgular health nmintenance;

(viii) the county in which the canine is enployed and any secondary
counties that the canine is |ocated;

(ix) canine breed;

(x) whether the canine is currently retired; and

(xi) any other relevant data as determ ned appropriate by the divi-
si on.

(b) For purposes of this subdivision, "job purpose"” shall nean one of
the foll ow ng:

(i) narcotic detection;

(ii) explosives detection;

(iii) officer protection;

(iv) tracking/searches;

(v) cadaver;

(vi) therapy; or

(vii) other.

(c) Any de-identified information or data shall be nmade avail able
through a freedomof information request pursuant to article six of the
public officers | aw

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




