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STATE OF NEW YORK

8059

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

June 11, 2021

Introduced by M of A GONZALEZ- RQJAS -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Governnental Operations

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to eligibility require-
ments for victins of sex offenses to receive awards fromthe office of
victim services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 631 of the executive law, as
separately anended by chapters 189 and 295 of the laws of 2018, is
amended to read as foll ows:

1. No award shall be nade unless the office finds that (a) a crime was
commtted, (b) such crime directly resulted in personal physical injury
to or the exacerbation of a preexisting disability, or condition, or
death of, the victim and (c) crimnal justice agency records show that
such crime was pronptly reported to the proper authorities; and in no
case may an award be nmade where the criminal justice agency records show
that such report was made nore than one week after the occurrence of
such crinme wunless the office, for good cause shown, finds the delay to
have been justified. Notw thstanding the foregoing provisions of this
subdi vision, in cases involving | ' i
arti-ele—one—hundredthivrty—ofthepenal—tawor] incest as defined in
section 255.25, 255.26 or 255.27 of the penal law or Iabor trafficking
as defined in section 135.35 of the penal law or sex trafficking as
defined in sections 230.34 and 230.34-a of the penal Iaw or an of fense
chargeable as a fam |y offense as described in section eight hundred
twelve of the family court act or section 530.11 of the crinminal proce-
dure law, the crimnal justice agency report need only be made within a
reasonabl e time considering all the circunstances, including the
victim s physical, enptional and nental condition and famly situation.
For the purposes of this subdivision, "crimnal justice agency" shal
i nclude, but not be limted to, a police departnent, a district attor-
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ney's office, and any other governnental agency having responsibility
for the enforcenent of the crimnal [aws of the state provided, however,
that in cases involving such sex offense or famly offense a crimna
justice agency shall also nean a famly court, a governnmental agency
responsible for child and/or adult protective services pursuant to title
six of article six of the social services law and/or title one of arti-
cle nine-B of the social services |aw, and any nedical facility estab-
i shed under the laws of the state that provides a forensic physica
exam nation for victins of rape and sexual assault.

g8 2. Section 631 of the executive law is anended by adding a new
subdivision 1-b to read as foll ows:
1-b. Not wi t hst anding the provisions of subdivision one of this

section, in cases involving an alleged sex offense as contained in arti -
cle one hundred thirty of the penal law, there shall be notine limta-
tion for when a report shall be filed in order to be eligible to receive
an award pursuant to this section. No victimof an alleged sex offense
shall be required to participate in the crinmnal justice system either
prior to the exam nation or at any other tine. A witten or verba
statenent nmade by a victim to a law enforcenent officer, energency
departnent, sexual assault nurse examiner, or victimis advocate of an
alleged sexual offense shall be deened to be a report to a crimnal
justice agency and such statenent shall be deened to be reported to the
proper authorities for the purposes of paragraph (c) of subdivision one
of this section.
8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




