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May 28, 2021

Introduced by M of A BRONSON -- read once and referred to the Commit-
tee on Aging

AN ACT to anmend the elder law, in relation to clarifying the neaning of
the phrase "greatest social need" for purposes of the adm nistration
of prograns under the federal O der Anmericans Act of 1965

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 203 of the elder law is amended to
read as foll ows:

1. The office shall subnit to the federal departnent of health, educa-
tion and welfare a state plan for purposes of the federal [etder] O der
Americans [aet] Act of 1965 and subsequent anendnments thereto. The
office shall be the single state agency for supervising the adm nis-
tration of such plan and shall be primarily responsible for coordination
of state prograns for the aging for purposes of such federal act. The

office shall act for the state in any negotiations relative to the
subm ssi on and approval of such plan and may nmake such arrangenents, not
i nconsistent with law, as may be required by or pursuant to federal |aw

to obtain and retain such approval and to secure for the state the bene-
fits of the provisions of such federal act. For the purposes of adnin-
istering the federal A der Anericans Act of 1965 and subsequent anend-
nents thereto, the term "greatest social need" shall nean the need
caused by non-econonic factors that restrict an individual's ability to
perform normal daily tasks or that threaten his or her capacity to live
i ndependently. These factors include, but are not limted to, physica
or nental disability, |anguage barriers, and cultural or socia
isolation caused by, anpng other things, racial and ethnic status, sexu-
al orientation, gender identity or expression, or HV status.
§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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