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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 14, 2021

Introduced by M of A HEVESI -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Children and Fanilies

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to certain fam -
lies' access to child care assistance

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1, 2 and 3 of section 410-w of the soci al
services |law, as anmended by chapter 569 of the laws of 2001, are anended
to read as follows:

1. A social services district may use the funds allocated to it from
the block grant to provide child care assistance to:

(a) famlies receiving public assistance when such child care assist-
ance i s necessary: to enable a parent or caretaker relative to engage in
work, participate in work activities or perform a conmunity service
pursuant to title nine-B of article five of this chapter; to enable a
teenage parent to attend high school or other equivalent training
program because the parent or caretaker relative is physically or
mental |y i ncapacitated; or because fam |y duties away from hone necessi -
tate the parent or caretaker relative's absence; child day care shall be
provi ded during breaks in activities, for a period of up to tw weeks.
Such child day care may be authorized for a period of up to one nonth if
child care arrangenents shall be lost if not continued, and the program
or enployment is scheduled to begin within such peri od;

(b) families with inconmes up to [twe—hurdred—percent—of—the—state
reore—standard] eighty-five percent of the state nedian incone who are
attenpting through work activities to transition off of public assist-
ance when such child care is necessary in order to enable a parent or
caretaker relative to engage in work provided such famlies' public
assi stance has been terminated as a result of increased hours of or
i ncone from enpl oynent or increased inconme fromchild support paynents
or the famly voluntarily ended assi stance; and, provided that the fam -
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Iy received public assistance at |east three of the six nonths precedi ng
the nonth in which eligibility for such assistance term nated or ended
or provided that such famly has received child care assistance under
subdi vi sion four of this section;

(c) famlies with incones up to [twe—hundredpercent—of—the—state
hrecore—standard] eighty-five percent of the state nedian inconme which
are determined in accordance with the regulations of the departnent to
be at risk of becom ng dependent on fam |y assi stance;

(d) families with inconmes up to [#twe—hurdred—percent—of—the—state
Freore—standard] eighty-five percent of the state nedian incone who are
attendi ng a post secondary educational program and working at | east
sevent een and one-half hours per week; and

(e) other famlies wth incones up to [twe—-hunrded—percent—of—the
stat-e—necore—standard] eighty-five percent of the state median incone
which the social services district designates in its consolidated
services plan as eligible for child care assistance in accordance wth
criteria established by the departnment.

2. For the purposes of this title, the term"state [ihcore——siandard]

npdian incone"'[nEans—Lhe—nBs%—#eeeﬁ%—Lede#aL——+neeﬂe——eﬁife+aL——pe¥e#L¥

i-ze] shall nean the npst recent
state nedian inconme as published by the United States census bureau for
a famly of the sane size as the famly applying for child care assist-
ance.

3. A social services district shall guarantee child care assistance to
famlies in receipt of public assistance with children under thirteen
years of age when such child care assistance is necessary for a parent
or caretaker relative to engage in work or participate in work activ-
ities pursuant to the provisions of title nine-B of article five of this
chapter. Child care assistance shall continue to be guaranteed for such
a famly for a period of twelve nonths after the nonth in which the
famly's eligibility for public assistance has term nated or ended when
such <child care is necessary in order to enable the parent or caretaker
relative to engage in work, provided that the famly's public assistance
has been terminated as a result of an increase in the hours of or incone
fromenpl oynent or increased income from child support paynents or
because the famly voluntarily ended assistance; that the famly
recei ved public assistance in at |east three of the six nonths preceding
the nmonth in which eligibility for such assistance term nated or ended
or provided that such famly has received child care assistance under
subdi vi sion four of this section; and that the famly's income does not
exceed |[two—hundred] eighty-five percent of the state nedian incone
[ standard]. Such child day care shall recognize the need for continuity
of care for the child and a district shall not nove a child from an
exi sting provider unless the participant consents to such nove.

§ 2. Subdivision 2 of section 410-u of the social services law, as
added by section 52 of part B of chapter 436 of the |aws of 1997, is
amended to read as foll ows:

2. The state block grant for child care shall be divided into two
parts pursuant to a plan devel oped by the departnent and approved by the
director of the budget. One part shall be retained by the state to

provide child care on a statewide basis to special groups and for
activities to increase the availability and/or quality of child care
prograns, including, but not limted to, the start-up of child care
prograns, the operation of child care resource and referral prograns,
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training activities, the regulation and nonitoring of <child care
prograns, the developnent of conputerized data systens, and consumner
education, provided however, that <child care resource and referra
prograns funded under title five-B of article six of this chapter shal
meet additional performance standards devel oped by the departnent of
social services including but not linmted to: increasing the nunber of
child care placenments for persons who are at or below [twe—hurdred]
eighty-five percent of the state nedian incone [standard] with enphasis
on placenents supporting |l ocal efforts in neeting federal and state work
participation requirements, increasing technical assistance to al
modalities of legal <child care to persons who are at or bel ow [twe
hundred] eighty-five percent of the state nedian incone [stardard],
including the provision of training to assist providers in neeting child
care standards or regulatory requirenents, and creating new child care
opportunities, and assisting social services districts in assessing and
responding to child care needs for persons at or bel ow [ wo—hundred]
eighty-five percent of the state nedian income [stardard]. The depart-
ment shall have the authority to withhold funds fromthose agencies
whi ch do not meet perfornmance standards. Agenci es whose funds are wth-
held may have funds restored upon achieving performance standards. The
other part shall be allocated to social services districts to provide
child care assistance to famlies receiving famly assistance and to
other low incorme fanilies.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shal
have becone a |aw. Effective inmmediately, the addition, anmendnent
and/ or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenentation
of this act on its effective date are authorized to be made and
conmpleted by the conmissioner of the office of children and famly
services on or before such effective date.



