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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

May 5, 2021

Introduced by M of A JENSEN -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Educati on

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to continuing the New
York State Pathways in Technol ogy Early College H gh School Programin
this state

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by adding a new article 107
to read as follows:

ARTI CLE 107
NEW YORK STATE PATHWAYS | N TECHNO.OGY EARLY COLLEGE H GH SCHOOL PROGRAM

Section 5300. Grant awards for New York State pathways in technol ogy
early college high school prograns.

8 5300. Gant awards for New York State pathways in technology early
coll ege high school progranms. 1. For the purposes of this section:

a. "NYS Pat hways in Technology Early College Hi gh School Program® or
"NYS P-TECH Progranmi neans a program which provides eligible students
enrolled in such programw th high school courses leading to the grant-
ing of a high school diploma, college-level courses leading to the
granting of a post-secondary degree at a partnering institution, and
career training wth an eligible partnering enployer operated by a New
York state school district or a board of cooperative educationa
services that fornms a partnership with

(i) one or nore New York state not-for-profit higher education insti-
tution or institutions registered with the departnent provided that at
least one institution offers an associate's degree (or other two-year
degree that is the industry standard for the targeted jobs) linked to
the goals of the NYS P-TECH program and which awards the degree at no
cost to the student/family

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(ii) a regional New York state enployer (or consortium of enployers
from related sectors) and/or industry/entity/association that requires
highly skilled enployees which will utilize the knowledge and skills
obtained from the secondary and post-secondary prograns and agrees to
place students who successfully conplete the programwith the opportu-
nity to be first inline for a job; and

(iii) a regional New York state healthcare provider which enploys and
supervises certified nursing assistants or licensed practical nurses
pursuant to article one hundred thirty-nine of this chapter, and
provides students a pathway to earn education credentials sufficient to
allow for his or her licensure in such professions.

b. "Approved NYS P-TECH Programt neans a NYS P-TECH Program and such
program was approved by the conm ssioner in accordance with the requ-
lations of the conmi ssioner and any request for proposals process under
this section.

c. "Eligible applicant” nmeans a New York state school district,
including those districts with career and technical high schools, or a
board of cooperative educational services, either of which nust serve as
the fiscal agent. The eligible applicant may work in cooperation with
other school districts, a board of cooperative educational services, or
any conbination of these as a consortium applicant.

d. "Eligible student" neans a student who:

(i) is aresident of the school district, or a resident of a conponent
district of a consortium in which the NYS P-TECH Programis |located and
is enrolled in such school district; and

(ii) is registered to attend such high school

e. "Previously funded NYS P-TECH Progranmt neans a NYS P- TECH Program
that was approved by the comm ssioner in any prior request for proposals
process before the effective date of this section.

2. a. Subject to an appropriation and the procedures established in
this section. the conm ssioner shall allocate the funds available for
NYS P- TECH Prograns for the purposes of preparing eligible academcally
at-risk and/or economically disadvantaged students for high-skill jobs
including, but not linmted to those in science, technology. engineering.
nmanuf acturing, healthcare, and finance through a six-year acadenic
program that conbines high school, college, and career training. Funding
shall be available to previously funded, approved prograns, and new
prograns, with priority given to those prograns that have already
recei ved funding.

b. Notwithstanding any other provision of l|lawto the contrary, a
program shall be eligible for funding under this section and shall not
have to apply for funding under this section if it was a previously
funded program or an approved NYS P-TECH Programthat was funded under a
prior request for proposals process; and its contracts have been contin-
uously renewed by the departnent in accordance with all applicable [|aws
since the effective date of this section; provided that such program
shall neet certain benchmarks and program requirenents as prescribed by
the departnment in order to denonstrate that it continues to be a
successful NYS P-TECH Program If the programfails to neet such bench-
nmarks and programrequirenents, it nmay be subject to certain corrective
action as described in requlations of the conmssioner, which nay
include but not be limted to establishing tinelines to neet program
standards, a limtation on enrollnent., termnation of the contract
and/or closure of the programand/or requiring a teach-out agreenent
with an approved NYS P-TECH Programto describe how students wll be

transferred to such program upon closure.
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c. Any NYS P-TECH Program approved pursuant to a prior request for
proposals process shall not be required to re-apply for funds under this
section unless they are offering a new NYS P-TECH Program as determ ned
by the conmi ssioner.

3. a. Subject to an appropriation the conm ssioner shall nake awards
to eligible applicants for the establishnent of new NYS P-TECH Prograns
through a conpetitive request for proposals process.

b. The comm ssioner shall prioritize eligible applicants that denpn-
strate the willingness and capacity to serve students who have been
identified as econom cally di sadvantaged and/or academically at-risk for
not successfully conpleting high school or not enrolling in or succeed-
ing in college

c. Eligible applicants shall file an application for approval by the
comm ssioner in a tineframe and manner prescribed by the conm ssioner
denpnstrating a need for such funding, including howthe funding would
be used and how many students would be assisted with such funding.
Successful applicants will be funded in accordance with the requlations
of the conm ssioner.

4. a. Monies nmade available under this section shall be spent for the
foll owi ng purposes, as further prescribed by the comrissioner in regu-
lations of the conmmi ssioner:

(i) to provide additional staffing for the NYS P-TECH Program incl ud-
ing but not limted to a programdirector and college liaison;

ii for an existing evidence-based and/or standards based curricul um
including but not linmted to a focus on a career in science, technol ogy.
engineering. or math-related career area within a NYS P-TECH Program

(iii) for recruitnment activities for eligible students;

(iv) to provide professional developnent to pronpte the NYS P-TECH
Program including cross-curriculum devel opnent between partners and to
ensure curriculum alignment that prepares students to succeed in
coll ege-level courses while in high school and during career training;

v up to ten percent of funds awarded under this section nay be used
to purchase equi pnent needed to upgrade existing prograns or new _equip-
nent to start a program provided that a program may seek permi ssion
fromthe commi ssioner for a waiver of the ten percent cap. and such
request nust include a justification for why equipnent in excess of the
cap is necessary to acconplish the goals of the NYS P-TECH Program

(vi) for workshops and pl anning neetings between partners, including
counselors, parents, and college faculty, and business leaders to
support program sustainability and build awareness in the district on
the benefits of having such prograns;

(vii) for post-secondary curriculum developnent that facilitates
alignnent and articulation with secondary prograns leading to college
degrees and/or other industry recognized credentials that neet the needs
of enpl oyers;

(viii) for service contracts between nenbers of the partnership;

(ix) for transportation for eligible students to take courses and
participate in activities at the NYS P-TECH site, at partner enployers
locations, and at the partner canpus of the higher education partner;
and

(x) for tuition, books and fees; provided that tuition reinbursenent
shall only be allowable for non-renedial. credit-bearing college cours-
es.

b. No funds pursuant to this section shall be made available to
support the regular academ c prograns of any school district or institu-
tion or institutions participating in this program nor shall funds be
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provided for prograns which are inconpatible with the regents plans for
the expansion and devel opnent of higher education in this state.

8 2. This act shall take effect immediately. Effective inmmediately
the addition, anmendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation neces-
sary for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are
aut hori zed to be nmade on or before such date.




