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AN ACT to anend the volunteer firefighters' benefit law, in relation to
death or disability due to vascular rupture

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The section headi ng and subdivision 1 of section 61 of the
volunteer firefighters' benefit |law, the section heading as added by
chapter 668 of the laws of 1977, and subdivision 1 as anended by chapter
476 of the laws of 2018, are anmended to read as foll ows:

Death or disability due to disease or malfunction of heart or coronary
arteries or due to vascular rupture; clainms and procedures. 1. A claim
for benefits for the death or disability of a volunteer firefighter due
to disease or mal function of the heart or of one or nore coronary
arteries or a claimfor benefits for the death or disability of a volun-
teer firefighter due to vascular rupture filed 1in accordance with
section forty-one of this chapter, shall not be denied provided the
claimant introduces evidence which establishes that a volunteer fire-
fighter suffered disease or mal function of the heart or of one or nore
coronary arteries, or vascular rupture, which caused the di sabl ement or
death of the volunteer firefighter, and that such di sease or
mal function,_ or vascular rupture, resulted fromthe duties and acti v-
ities in which the volunteer firefighter was engaged as set forth in
section five of this chapter for which benefits shall be paid, unless it
can be shown by substantial evidence to the contrary that the duties and
activities of the volunteer firefighter in which the volunteer fire-
fighter was engaged at the time of such disease or rmalfunction or
vascular rupture, did not cause or precipitate such di sease or nalfunc-
tion,_ or vascular rupture; and further provided that the injury did not
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result solely fromthe intoxication of the volunteer firefighter while
acting in line of duty or was not occasioned by the wilful intention of
the volunteer firefighter to bring about the injury or death of hinself
or herself or another.

8 2. This act shall take effect immediately; provided that the anend-
ments to section 61 of the volunteer firefighters' benefit law made by
section one of this act shall not affect the repeal of such section and
shall be deened repeal ed therewth.



