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STATE OF NEW YORK

6741

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 29, 2021

Introduced by M of A L. ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Conmi ttee on I nsurance

AN ACT to anend the insurance law, in relation to requiring coverage for
del i very of asynchronous tel enedicine

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and declaration. The Legislature here-
by finds that there is a serious health concern in insurance policies
denyi ng coverage for contraceptive care. The Legislature also finds that
t hr oughout the COVI D-19 pandemnic, tel enedicine has been essential for
patients across the state to receive care safely.

This Act enacts various provisions requiring that insurance policies

cover services provided through telenedicine, including requirenents
that insurers provide coverage for contraceptive care, that will allow
patients across the state to receive care and linmt the risk of

i nfection of COVID-19 throughout the pandenic

8§ 2. Section 3217-h of the insurance |aw, as added by chapter 6 of the
| aws of 2015, is amended to read as fol | ows:

3 3217-h. Telehealth and asynchronous telenedicine delivery of
services. (a) An insurer shall not exclude from coverage a service that
is otherw se covered under a policy that provides conprehensive coverage
for hospital, nedical or surgical care, or prescription drugs because
the service is delivered via telehealth or asynchronous tel enedicine, as
[ that—term+s] such terns are defined in subsection (b) and subsection

(c) of this section]—prev-ded—however—ihat—aR—t-hsu-er—ray—exeltde

]. An insurer nmay subject the
coverage of a service delivered via telehealth to co-paynents, coinsu-
rance or deductibles provided that they are at |east as favorable to the
i nsured as those established for the sane service when not delivered via
telehealth. An insurer may subject the coverage of a service delivered
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via telehealth to reasonable utilization managenent and quality assur-
ance requirenents that are consistent with those established for the
sane service when not delivered via tel ehealth.

(b) For purposes of this section, "telehealth" neans the use of elec-
tronic information and conmunication technologies by a health care
provider to deliver health care services to an insured individual while
such individual is located at a site that is different from the site
where the health care provider is |ocated.

(c) For purposes of this section, "asynchronous tel enedicine" neans
the store-and-forward nethod of secure electronic transm ssion of
nedical information, including, but not limted to, digital inmages,
docunents, pre-recorded videos and other data provided to or between
health care providers for the purpose of delivering health care services
to an insured individual that is not transnmtted sinmultaneously with
services delivered pursuant to subsection (b) of this section.

8§ 3. Subsection (i) of section 3216 of the insurance |aw is anmended by
addi ng a new paragraph 36 to read as foll ows:

(36) Every policy which provides coverage for prescription drugs shal
include coverage for the cost of contraceptive care delivered through
asynchronous telenedicine as authorized by section three thousand two
hundred seventeen-h of this article.

8§ 4. Subsection (I) of section 3221 of the insurance |aw i s anmended by
addi ng a new paragraph 22 to read as foll ows:

(22) Every policy which provides coverage for prescription drugs shal
include coverage for the cost of contraceptive care delivered through
asynchronous telenedicine in accordance with section three thousand two
hundred seventeen-h of this article.

8 5. Section 4303 of the insurance lawis anended by adding a new
subsection (ss) to read as foll ows:

(ss) Every contract issued by a hospital service corporation or a
health service corporation which provides coverage for prescription
drugs shall include coverage for the cost of contraceptive care deliv-
ered through asynchronous telenedicine as that term is defined in
section three thousand two hundred seventeen-h of this chapter.

8 6. Section 4306-g of the insurance | aw, as added by chapter 6 of the
| aws of 2015, is anended to read as foll ows:

8 4306-9g. Telehealth and asynchronous telenedicine delivery of
services. (a) A corporation shall not exclude from coverage a service
that is otherw se covered under a contract that provides conprehensive
coverage for hospital, medical or surgical care, or prescription drugs
because the service is delivered via telehealth or asynchronous tel ened-
icine, as [that—termis] as such terns are defined in subsection (b) and

subsectlon (c) of thls sectlon[——p;e#+ded——heMB#@#——LhaL—a—ee#pe#aL+en

]. A corporatlon
may subject the coverage of a service delivered via telehealth to
co- paynents, coinsurance or deductibles provided that they are at | east
as favorable to the insured as those established for the sane service
when not delivered via telehealth. A corporation may subject the cover-
age of a service delivered via telehealth to reasonable wutilization
managenent and quality assurance requirenments that are consistent with
those established for the sane service when not delivered via tele-
heal t h.

(b) For purposes of this section, "telehealth" neans the use of elec-
tronic information and conmunication technologies by a health care
provider to deliver health care services to an insured individual while
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such individual is |located at a site that is different from the site
where the health care provider is |ocated.

(c) For purposes of this section, "asynchronous tel enedicine" neans
the store-and-forward nethod of secure electronic transm ssion of
nedical information, including, but not limted to, digital inmages,.
docunments, pre-recorded videos and other data provided to or between
health care providers for the purpose of delivering health care services
to an insured individual that is not transnmitted sinmultaneously with
services delivered pursuant to subsection (b) of this section.

8 7. This act shall take effect inmediately.




