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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

March 12, 2021

Introduced by M of A HUNTER, STIRPE, BARRON, SCOLAGES, WLLIAMS, WALK-
ER, MAGNARELLI, JEAN-PI ERRE, ROZI C, HYNDMAN, JONES, KI'M O DONNELL
JOYNER, SEAWRIGHT, DiPIETRO -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A COX
THI ELE -- read once and referred to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to anend the education law, in relation to establishing a task
force on safety in school transportation

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education |law is amended by adding a new section 3638
to read as foll ows:

8 3638. Task force on safety in school transportation. 1. There is
hereby created a task force on safety in school transportation with the
pur pose of reviewi ng and pronpting safety in school transportation.

2. The task force shall consist of eighteen nenbers appointed as
follows: five nenbers appointed by the governor, five nenbers appointed
by the tenporary president of the senate, and five nenbers appointed by
the speaker of the assenbly. The task force shall also include the
conm ssioner or his or her designee; the conmi ssioner of transportation
or his or her designee; and the comm ssioner of the departnent of notor
vehicles or his or her designee. The nenbers appointed to the task
force shall include, but not be limted to, education and comrunity
st akehol ders, parents, teachers, adnministrators, school bus drivers and
ot her school bus personnel.

3. It shall be the duty of the task force to study and i ssue recommen-
dations related to student safety in school transportation. The task
force shall review and neke recommendati ons on:

a. existing state laws, reqgqulations, and prograns that address schoo
bus safety, and neke recomrendations for their inprovenent, including
any recomendati ons necessary to ensure pedestrian safety and the safety
of students:;
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b. exami ning the possibility of requiring a state department or office
to conduct a biannual review of all aspects of school bus safety and to
issue recommendations for additional action or oversight, as appropri-
ate;

c. developing a plan to phase in any school bus safety nmeasures recom
nended by the task force through retrofitting and prospective vehicle
purchases, and identify the potential application of vehicle sensor
technol ogy to inprove school bus safety;

d. identifying best practices for the designation of school bus stops;
e. the current safety status of students who walk to and from schoo
and identify strategies that support safe pedestrian behavior by
students between their hones and schools, including as they walk to and

frombus stops and board and exit buses;

f. identifying safety protocols to be followed by school bus drivers

and school bus aides, including safeguards to ensure that protocols are

foll owed when a substitute driver or school bus aide is assigned to a
school bus;

g. devel oping recommendations to curb illegal passing of school buses;
and

h. determining if there is a need for additional public education
prograns that pronpte school bus safety.

4. Vacancies in the nenbership of the task force shall be filled in
the same nmanner as the original appointnments were nade. The nmenbers of
the task force shall serve without conpensation but my be reinbursed
for necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties.

5. The task force shall organize as soon as is practical upon the
appointnment of a majority of its menbers. The chair of the task force
shall be designated by a sinple nmpjority vote of all nenbers of the task
force.

6. The departnent shall provide staff and related support services to
the task force. The task force shall also be entitled to call upon the
services of any state, county, or nunicipal departnent, board, conm s-
sion or agency, as nay be available to it for these purposes, and to
incur such traveling and other nmiscellaneous expenses as it nay deem
necessary for the proper execution of its duties and as nmay be within
the limt of funds appropriated or otherwi se nmade available to it for
these purposes. The task force may neet and hold hearings at such pl aces
as it shall designate.

7. The task force shall create a final report regarding all findings
and recommendations to be delivered on or before Decenmber thirty-first,
two thousand twenty-two to the governor, the tenporary president of the
senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the chair of the senate education
comiittee, the chair of the assenbly education committee, the chair of
the senate transportation commttee and the chair of the assenbly trans-
portation comm ttee.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect imediately.




