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AN ACT to anmend the real property tax law, in relation to clarifying the
definition of veteran to include career nmenbers of the arned forces
for purposes of the veterans alternative tax exenption

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Paragraph (e) of subdivision 1 of section 458-a of the rea
property tax |law, as anended by chapter 490 of the Ilaws of 2019, is
anended to read as foll ows:

(e) "Veteran" neans a person (i) who served in the active mlitary,
naval, or air service during a period of war, or who was a recipient of
the arnmed forces expeditionary nedal, navy expeditionary nedal, marine
corps expeditionary nedal, or global war on terrorism expeditionary
nmedal , and who (1) was discharged or rel eased therefrom under honorable
conditions, or (2) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section
three hundred fifty of the executive |law, and has received a di scharge
ot her than bad conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, or (3) is a
discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section three hundred fifty of
the executive law, and has received a discharge other than bad conduct
or dishonorable from such service, (ii) who was enployed by the \War
Shi ppi ng Administration or Ofice of Defense Transportation or their
agents as a nerchant seaman docurmented by the United States Coast Guard
or Departnent of Commerce, or as a civil servant enployed by the United
States Arny Transport Service (later redesignated as the United States
Armmy Transportation Corps, Water Division) or the Naval Transportation
Service; and who served satisfactorily as a crew menber during the peri-
od of arned conflict, Decenber seventh, nineteen hundred forty-one, to
August fifteenth, nineteen hundred forty-five, aboard nerchant vessels
in oceangoing, i.e., foreign, intercoastal, or coastw se service as such
terms are defined under federal |aw (46 USCA 10301 & 10501) and further
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to include "near foreign" voyages between the United States and Canada,
Mexi co, or the West Indies via ocean routes, or public vessels in ocean-
going service or foreign waters and who has received a Certificate of
Rel ease or Discharge from Active Duty and a di scharge certificate, or an
Honorabl e Service Certificate/ Report of Casualty, fromthe departnent of
defense, (iii) who served as a United States civilian enpl oyed by the
Anerican Field Service and served overseas under United States Armes
and United States Arny Groups in world war |1 during the period of arned
conflict, Decenber seventh, nineteen hundred forty-one through My
ei ghth, nineteen hundred forty-five, and who (1) was discharged or
rel eased therefrom under honorable conditions, or (2) has a qualifying
condition, as defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive
| aw, and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or di shonorable
from such service, or (3) is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in
section three hundred fifty of the executive law, and has received a
di scharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such service, (iv)
who served as a United States civilian Flight Crew and Aviation G ound
Support Enpl oyee of Pan Anerican World Airways or one of its subsid-
iaries or its affiliates and served overseas as a result of Pan Aneri-
can's contract with Air Transport Conmand or Naval Air Transport Service
during the period of armed conflict, Decenber fourteenth, nineteen
hundred forty-one through August fourteenth, nineteen hundred forty-
five, and who (1) was discharged or rel eased therefrom under honorable
conditions, or (2) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section
three hundred fifty of the executive law, and has received a discharge
other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such service, or (3) is a
di scharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section three hundred fifty of
the executive law, and has received a discharge other than bad conduct
or dishonorable fromsuch service, [e~] (v) notw thstanding any other
provision of lawto the contrary, who are nenbers of the reserve conpo-
nents of the armed forces of the United States who (1) received an
honorabl e discharge or rel ease therefrom under honorable conditions, or
(2) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section three hundred
fifty of the executive law, and has received a di scharge other than bad
conduct or dishonorable fromsuch service, or (3) is a discharged LGBT
veteran, as defined in section three hundred fifty of the executive |aw,
and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from
such service, but are still nenmbers of the reserve conponents of the
armed forces of the United States provided that such nmenbers neet al
other qualifications wunder the provisions of this section, or (vi) who
shall be considered to have been discharged or released from active
mlitary, naval, or air service under honorable conditions if: (1) the
individual served in the active mlitary, naval, or air service for the
period of tinme such individual was obligated to serve at the tine of
entry into service; (2) the individual was not discharged or released
from such service at the tine of conpleting such period of obligation
due to an intervening enlistnent or reenlistnment; (3) the individua
woul d have been eligible for a discharge or rel ease under conditions
ot her than dishonorable at such tine except for such intervening enlist-
nent or reenlistnent; and (4) the individual served in the active mli-
tary, naval, or air service for a period of at |least ten years, provided
that such individual neets all other qualifications under the provisions
of this section.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




