OCO~NOUIRA,WNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

5505

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 19, 2021

Introduced by M of A R CHARDSON -- read once and referred to the
Conmittee on Health

AN ACT to anmend the public health law and the state finance law, in
relation to the community violence intervention and prevention act; to
repeal certain provisions of the public health law relating thereto;
and maki ng an appropriation therefor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Short title. This act shall be known and may be cited as
the "comunity violence intervention and prevention act".

§ 2. Title 3 of article 25 of the public health law is REPEALED and a
newtitle 3 is added to read as foll ows:

TITLE 111
COVWUNI TY VI O ENCE | NTERVENTI ON AND PREVENTI ON ACT
Section 2560. lLegislative findings.
2561. Definitions.
2562. Conmmunity violence intervention and prevention grants.

8 2560. legislative findings. The leqgislature hereby finds and
declares that gun violence and other forms of violence constitute a
crisis that poses a serious threat to the health and quality of life of
all residents of the state of New York. An epidemc of violence is tear-
ing at the fabric of life in many urban areas. The legislature further
finds that funds fromthe Victins of Crine Act should be used to support
hospital based violence intervention prograns and conmunity based
viol ence intervention prograns.

8 2561. Definitions. For the purposes of this title, the followng
terns shall have the foll owi ng neanings:

1. "Evidence-based health progranl neans a programor an initiative
t hat:

(a) is devel oped and evaluated through scientific research and data
coll ection;

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(b) uses public health principles that denpnstrate neasurable positive
outcones in preventing gun violence; and

(c) is inplenented by a nonprofit organization or public agency.

2. "Evidence-inforned health progranf neans a program an approach, or
an initiative that is:

(a) based on public health principles:

b capable of being studied and eval uated through research and data
collection;

(c) for the purpose of reducing gun violence;

(d) directed to influence factors determned to affect gun violence;
and

(e) inplenented by a nonprofit organization or public agency.

3. "Hospital-based violence intervention program neans a viol ence
intervention programthat:

(a) is operated by:

(i) a hospital; or

(ii) an individual or entity in collaboration with a hospital; and

(b) provides intensive counseling, case nmanagenent, and soci al
services to individuals who are recovering frominjuries resulting from
viol ence or who have conmtted acts of violence or who were witnesses to
acts of violence.

4. "Communi ty-based violence intervention progran neans a violence
intervention programthat is operated by:

a) a nonprofit organization; and

(b) provides intensive counseling, case nanagenent, and soci al
services to individuals who are recovering frominjuries resulting from
viol ence or who have conmtted acts of violence or who were witnesses to
acts of violence.

5. "Director" shall nean the head of the office of victimservices as
set forth by section six hundred twenty-two of the executive |aw

6. "Crinme" shall nean:

(a) an act commtted in New York state which would, if commtted by a
nentally conpetent crinmnally responsible adult, who has no |egal
exenption or defense, constitute a crine as defined in and proscribed by
law;, or

(b) an act conmmitted outside the state of New York against a resident
of the state of New York which would be conpensable had it occurred
within the state of New York and which occurred in a state which does
not have an eligible crinme victimconpensation programas such termis
defined in the federal Victinse of Crine Act of 1984; or

(c) an act of terrorism as defined in section 2331 of title 18,
United States Code, conmitted outside of the United States against a
resident of New York state

7. "Elderly victin shall nean a person sixty vears of age or older
who suffers |loss or damage as a direct result of a crine.

8§ 2562. Community violence intervention and prevention grants. 1. The
victimand witness assistance unit (grants unit) of the office of victim
services, through the director, shall make grants to provide funds for
hospital -based violence intervention prograns and comuni ty- based
violence intervention prograns, from the violence intervention and
prevention fund established by section ninety-seven-bbbbb of the state
finance law, to provide services to crine victins, perpetrators of
crinmes of violence and witnesses.

2. Such violence intervention prograns shall be operated by hospitals
and at the community level by not-for-profit organi zations.
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3. The director shall pronulgate requlations, relating to these
grants, including guidelines for its deterninations.

(a) These requlations shall be designed to pronpte:

(i) alternative funding sources other than the state, including |ocal
governnent and private sources as well as funding from the federa
Victinse of Crinme Act of 1984;

(ii) coordination of public and private efforts to aid individuals who
are recovering frominjuries resulting fromviolence or who have comm t-
ted acts of violence or who were witnesses to acts of violence; and

(iii) long range devel opnent of services to victins of violent crines
in the comunity, to perpetrators of violent crines and to witnesses of
violent crines involved in crimnal prosecutions.

(b) These reqgulations shall also provide for:

(i) clearly defined and neasurabl e objectives;

(ii) evidence that the proposed evidence-based health prograns or
evidence-infornmed health prograns would |likely reduce gun viol ence;

(iii) a description of how the |ocal government or nonprofit organiza-
tion proposes to use the funding to reduce rates of gun viol ence by:

(A) establishing or enhancing evidence-based health prograns or
evidence-infornmed health prograns;

(B) enhancing coordination of existing violence intervention and
prevention prograns, if any, to mnimze duplication of services; and

(C a plan for the collection of relevant data; and

(iv) outreach to the community and education and training of [|aw
enforcenent and other crinmnal justice officials to the needs of victins
of violent crinmes in the comunity, to perpetrators of violent crines
and to witnesses of violent crines involved in crimnal prosecutions.

8 3. The state finance law is anmended by adding a new section 97-bbbbb
to read as foll ows:

8 97-bbbbb. Violence intervention and prevention fund. 1. There is
hereby established in the custody of the director of the office of
victimservices a fund to be known as the "violence intervention and
prevention fund".

2. Such fund shall consist of all nopnies appropriated, credited, or
transferred thereto fromany other fund or source pursuant to | aw

3. Monies of the fund shall be expended only:

(a) pursuant to title three of article twenty-five of the public
health | aw

(b) to support effective violence reduction strategies by providing
grants to local governnents and nonprofit organizations to fund
evi dence-based health prograns or evidence-inforned health prograns;

(c) for the evaluation of the efficacy of evidence-based health
prograns _or evidence-infornmed health programs awarded grants through the
fund; and

(d) for admnistrative costs associated with

(i) oversight of the fund

[l ublic outreach and education about the fund; and
iii) technical assistance and best practice education for grantees.

4. Monies shall be payable fromthe fund on the audit and warrant of
the conptroller on vouchers approved and certified by the director of
the office of victimservices.

8 4. The sumof ten million dollars ($10,000,000) or ten percent of
the monies fromgrants under the federal Victins of Crine Act of 1984,
whi chever is greater, is hereby annually appropriated to the violence
intervention and prevention fund as established by section 97-bbbbb of
the state finance I aw out of any nonies in the state treasury in the
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general fund to the credit of the state purposes account, not otherw se
appropriated, and made i medi ately available, for the purpose of carry-
ing out the provisions of this act. Such nonies shall be payable on the
audit and warrant of the conptroller on vouchers certified or approved
by the director of the office of victim services in the manner
prescribed by | aw

8 5. This act shall take effect immediately.



