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STATE OF NEW YORK

5382

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 16, 2021

Introduced by M of A STECK -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on El ection Law

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to the opportunity to
ballot; and to repeal certain provisions of such law relating thereto

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 6-164 and 6-166 of the election | aw are REPEALED

8 2. Subdivision 4 of section 6-158 of the election |aw is REPEALED

8 3. Subdivision 2 of section 6-154 of the election |aw, as anended by
chapter 248 of the laws of 1981, is anended to read as follows:

2. Witten objections to any certificate of designation or nom nation
or to a nominating or designating petition [e+—a—petiiiohior—opporit—
py—to—ballot—for—publiec—oifice] or to a certificate of acceptance, a

certificate of authorization, a certificate of declination or a certif-
i cate of substitution relating thereto nay be filed by any voter regis-
tered to vote for such public office and to a de5|gnat|ng petition [e+——=a

] or a certificate
of substitution, a certificate of acceptance or a certificate of decli-
nation relating thereto by any voter enrolled to vote for such party
position. Such objections shall be filed with the officer or board wth
whom the original petition or certificate is filed within three days
after the filing of the petition or certificate to which objection is
made, or wthin three days after the last day to file such a certif-
icate, if no such certificate is filed except that if any person nom -
nated by an independent noninating petition, is nominated as a party
candi date for the sanme office by a party certificate filed, or a party
nonm nati on nade after the filing of such petition, the witten objection
to such petition may be filed within three days after the filing of such
party certificate or the making of such party nom nation. Wen such an
objection is filed, specifications of the grounds of the objections
shall be filed within six days thereafter with the same officer or board
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and if specifications are not tinely filed, the objection shall be nul
and void. Each such officer or board is hereby enpowered to nmake rules
in reference to the filing and disposition of such petition, certif-
i cate, objections and specifications.

8 4. Subdivision 3 of section 6-168 of the election | aw, as added by
chapter 143 of the laws of 1979, is anmended to read as follows:

3. If, at any primary election in which nore than one nonmination is to
be nade for the office of judge of the civil court of the city of New
York in any borough of such city or in any civil court district within
any such borough, only one candidate is designated for any such vacancy,
such candi date shall be deened nomi nated and his name shall not appear

upon the primary ball ot [grless—a—petiti-on{for—opportunity—to—ballot—for
stch—vacaney—i-s—tHled pursuanttothe provi-sions—oefthis chapter].

8 5. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 1 of section 7-114 of the election
| aw, as anended by chapter 411 of the laws of 2019, is anended to read
as follows:

(c) The ballot shall not contain a space for voting for candi dates for
uncontested offices and positions, and no ballot shall be printed for a
party for which there is no contested offlce or position [sress—a—peti—

8 6. Subdivision 1 of section 16-102 of the election law, as anended
by chapter 373 of the laws of 1978, is anended to read as foll ows:

1. The nomnation or designation of any candidate for any public
of fice or party p05|t|on or any |ndependent nontnatlon[——er—the——heLd+ng

eppe#LenLLy—te—baLLet—ha#Lng—been—i+¢{mﬂ, or the electlon of any person

to any party position may be contested in a proceeding instituted in the
supreme court by any aggrieved candidate, or by the chairman of any
party comrittee or by a person who shall have filed objections, as
provided in this chapter, except that the chairman of a party conmttee
may not bring a proceeding with respect to a designation or the holding
of an otherw se uncontested primary.

8§ 7. Section 17-122 of the election | aw, as anended by chapter 373 of
the laws of 1978 and subdivision 7 as anmended by chapter 129 of the | aws
of 1997, is amended to read as follows:

§ 17-122. M sconduct in relation to petitions. Any person who

1. Pays, lends, contributes or promises to pay, lend or contribute any
noney or other val uable consideration to or for any voter, or to or for
any ot her person, to induce such voter to sign a petition for the desig-
nation of a candidate for party nom nation or for election to a party
p03|t|0n to be voted for at a prlnary eIectlon[——er—te—+ndeee—seeh—¥ete#

to |nduce such voter to 5|gn an |ndependent nontnatlng petition for
public office; or

2. Gves, offers or prom ses any office, place or enploynment, or prom
ises to procure or endeavor to procure any office, place or enploynent
to or for any voter, or to or for any other person, in order to induce
such voter to sign a petition for the designation of a candidate for
party nom nation or for election to a party position to be voted for at

a primry el ecti on[ —e+—to—nduce—such—voter—to—sigh—a—petition—for
eppepLun+Ly——Le—baLLet—at—a—p#+napy—eLeet+en] or to induce such voter to

sign an independent nomi nating petition for public office; or

3. Receives, agrees or contracts for any noney, gift, loan or other
val uabl e consideration, office, place or enploynment for hinmself or any
ot her person, for signing a petition for the designation of a candidate
for party nom nation or for election to a party position to be voted for
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at a primary electi On[———4HL—i{H;—$+€H¥—ng—4}—pe%+44—9n—i49F—{HH39¥$+HH—Fy—44;
ballot—at—a—prirory——oclection

] or for signing an independent nom nating

petition for public office; or
4. Pays or agrees to pay noney or other val uabl e consideration, to any
person for his services in canvassing for or otherw se procuring the
signatures of voters to a petition for the designation of a candidate or
candi dates for party nom nation or for election to a party position to

be voted for at a primary el ecti on[ —e+—to—-a—petitiontfor—opportunityte
ballot—at—a—priary—elestion-] or to an i ndependent nomi nating petition
for public office, upon the basis of the nunber of names to such peti-
tion procured by such person, or at a fixed anount per nane; or,

5. Represents to any person as an inducenent for signing a petition
for the designation of a candidate for party nom nation or for election
to a party position to be voted for at a prinmary el ection, [e—foer—signh—
Hhg—a—pebi-ter—er—eppertuni-y—e—ballot—at—a-—pripny—elesti-en] or for
si gni ng an i ndependent nom nating petition for public office, that the
person soliciting such signature is to be conpensated upon the basis of
t he nunmber of nanmes procured by such a person, or at a fixed amount per
name; or

6. Being a signer of a petition, provided for in the electlon | aw, for
the designation or nonlnatlon of a candi date, |

j -] thereby nmakes a fal se statenent
or makes a false affidavit thereon, or a false statenent to the wtness
who aut henti cates the petition; or

7. Being a notary public, conmm ssioner of deeds or a subscribing
witness to a petition, provided for in this chapter, for the designation
or nom nation of a candi date, [e+—a—petitionfor—opportunity—to—ballot
at—a—prary—election—] thereby nmakes a fal se statenent or nakes a false
affidavit thereon; or

8. Alters a petition, provided for in the election law, for the desig-

nation or nom nation of a candidate, [e+—a—petitionior—opporidunity—to
ballot—at—a—prrary—election-] by inserting, adding or changing therein
the name of a candidate, or the title or designation of an office or
position by any neans what soever, after such petition has been signed by
one or nore persons, is guilty of a m sdeneanor.

8§ 8. This act shall take effect immediately.



