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February 12, 2021

Introduced by M of A ABINANTI -- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Al coholismand Drug Abuse

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to involuntary
adni ttance

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. Section 9.27 of the nmental hygiene |aw is anmended by adding
a new subdivision (j) to read as foll ows:

(j) Wien there is an initial involuntary admttance to an in-patient
facility pursuant to this section., the person's or the person's guardi-
an's choice of facility shall be respected; provided, however, such
choice shall be subject to the facility's ability to provide the
person's necessary level of care and the availability of a bed within a
reasonable tinme period, and provided that honoring such choice would not

jeopardi ze the health and safety of the individual in the examning
physi cian's professional judgnent taking into account nitigating factors
including but not limted to the individual's anticipated duration of

stay, and level of nedical energency.

§ 2. Section 9.39 of the nental hygiene law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision (d) to read as foll ows:

(d) When there is an initial involuntary admttance to an in-patient
facility pursuant to section 9.27 of this article, the person's or the
person's guardian's choice of facility shall be respected; provided,
however, such choice shall be subject to the facility's ability to
provide the person's necessary level of care and the availability of a
bed within a reasonable tine period, and provided that honoring such
choice would not jeopardize the health and safety of the individual in
the examning physician's professional judgnent taking into account
mtigating factors including but not limted to the individual's antic-
ipated duration of stay, and |evel of nedical energency.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onitted.
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8§ 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective imediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.



