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STATE OF NEW YORK

4518

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2021

Introduced by M of A WALKER, BARRON, COCK -- read once and referred to
the Committee on El ection Law

AN ACT to amend the election law, in relation to enacting the "Modern-
i zed Voter Registration Act of New York"

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and nay be cited as the "Mdernized
Vot er Registration Act of New York".

8§ 2. Title 2 of article 5 of the election |aw is anended by addi ng
four new sections 5-200, 5-201, 5-205 and 5-207 to read as foll ows:

8 5-200. Automated voter registration. 1. Notwithstanding any other
manner of registration required by this article, each person in the
state qualified to vote pursuant to section 5-102 of this article, shal
be automatically registered to vote as provided in this section,
provided that the person consents to voter reqgistration

2. The state board of elections or county board of elections shal
register to vote or update the registration record of any person in the
state qualified to vote pursuant to section 5-102 of this article who
consents to the registration or update and does any of the foll ow ng:

(a) conpletes an application for a newor renewed driver's 1license,
non-driver identification card, pre-licensing course certificate,
learner's permt or certification of supervised driving with the depart -
nent of notor vehicles, or notifies such departnent in witing of a
change of his or her nane or address;

(b) conpletes an application for services, renewal or recertification
for services, or change of address relating to such services from agen-
cies designated in section 5-211 of this title;

(c) conpletes an application for services, renewal or recertification
for services, or change of address relating to such services from any
nuni ci pal  housing authority as set forth in article thirteen of the
public housing | aw

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(d) registers for classes at institutions of the state university of
New York and the city university of New York

(e) conpletes a maxi num sentence of inprisonnent or is discharged from
par ol e;

(f) conpletes an application for unenpl oynent insurance;

(g) becones a nenber or enployee of the division of nmilitary and naval
affairs; or

h conpletes an application with any other state or federal agenc
designated as a source agency pursuant to paragraph (b) of subdivision
three of this section.

3. (a) The term "source agency" includes the departnent of nptor vehi-
cles, any governnent agency designated pursuant to section 5-211 of this
title, the state university of New York and the city university of New
York, all public housing authorities listed in article thirteen of the
public housing law, the departnent of corrections and conmunity super-
vision, the departnent of labor, the division of mnmlitary and nava
affairs and any agency designated by the state board of el ections pursu-
ant to paragraph (b) of this subdivision.

(b) The state board of elections nmay designate additional state agen-
cies to serve as sources for voter registration. In designating an agen-
cy under this paragraph, the state board of elections shall consider:

(i) the likelihood that source records reflect a large nunber of
eligible citizens;

(ii) the extent to which source records reflect eligible citizens who
woul d not otherwi se be registered under the act to npbdernize voter
registration;

(iii) the accuracy of personal identification data in source records;
and

(iv) any additional factors designated by the chief election officia
as reasonably related to acconplishing the purposes of the act to
noderni ze voter registration

4. The state board of elections and the source agencies shall enter
into agreenents to ensure that for each person described in subdivision
two of this section, each source agency electronically transnits to the
state or |local boards of elections the following information in a fornat
that can be read by the conputerized statewide voter registration list:

(a) given nane or nanes and surnane of surnanes;

b) mailing address and residential address;

(c) date of birth;

(d) citizenship;

(e) driver's license or non-driver identification card nunber, |ast
four digits of the person's social security nunber, or a space for the
person to indicate that her or she doesn't not have any such nunber

(f) political party enrollnment, if any;

(g) an indication that the person intends to apply for an absentee
ballot, if any; and

(h) an image of the person's signature.

In the event that any transm ssion of data pursuant to this section
fails to include an imge of an individual's signature, the absence of a
signature shall not preclude the registration of an eligible citizen
The board of elections shall develop procedures to enable an eligible
citizen, whose infornmation is transmtted pursuant to this section and
whose information lacks an electronic signature, to provide a signature
at the polling place or wth an application for an absentee ball ot
before voting. The board may require an elector who has not provided a

signature before arriving at the polling place or subnmitting an absentee
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ballot to present a current and valid photo identification or a copy of
a current utility bill, bank statenment. governnent check, paycheck, or
ot her governnent docunent that shows the nane and address of the voter.

5. If an agency does not routinely request infornmation concerning the
citizenship status of individuals, it shall maintain records sufficient
to transmit to the board indications of United States citizenship for
each person described in subdivision two of this section, but shall not
retain, use, or share any such infornation relating to an individual's
citizenship for any other purpose.

6. The state board of elections shall prepare and distribute to
participating agencies witten instructions as to the inplenentation of
the program and shall be responsible for establishing training prograns
for enployees of source agencies listed in this section. Training shal
include requirenents that enployees of any source agency conmunicate to
each individual identified in subdivision two of this section that the
source agency nmintains strict neutrality with respect to a person's
party enrollnent and all persons seeking voter registration forns and
information shall be advised that governnent services are not condi -
tioned on being registered to vote, or eligibility to register to vote.
No statenment shall be made nor any action taken to di scourage the appli-
cant fromreqgistering to vote.

7. The agreenents between the state board of elections and the source
agencies shall include the format in which information will be transmt-
ted, whether and how each entity will collect, in addition to the manda-
tory information listed in subdivision four of this section, additiona
information on a voluntary basis from persons for the purpose of facili-
tating voter reqgistration, the frequency of data transm ssions, the
procedures, and other neasures that will be used to ensure the security
and privacy of the infornmation transmtted, and any other natter neces-
sary or helpful to inplenent the requirenents of this section.

8. Each source agency shall cooperate with the state board of
elections and county board of elections to facilitate the voter regis-
tration of each person described in subdivision tw of this section, and
to electronically transnit the infornmati on needed to register each such
person to vote or to update each such person's voter registration
record.

9. Each source agency shall enter into an agreenent wth the state
board of elections finalizing the format and content of electronic tran-
smssions required by this section no later than Septenber first, two
thousand twenty-three; provided, that each source agency shall be able
to conply fully wth all requirenents of this section, including the
collection and transm ssion of all data required to register individuals
to vote, by January first, two thousand twenty-four

8 5-201. Sane day registration. Each county shall allow any eligible
individual on the day of an election and on any day when voting, includ-
ing early voting, to register to vote in such election at the polling
place and to cast a vote in such election.

8 5-205. Internet registration. 1. The board shall ensure that the
following services are available to the public at any tine on the offi-
cial public websites of the appropriate county or nunicipality, in the

sane nmanner and subject to the sane terns and conditions as the services
provided by voter registration regulations: (a) online application for
voter registration; (b) online assistance to applicants in applying to
register to vote; (c) online conpletion and subm ssion by applicants of
the mil voter registration application including assistance wth
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providing a signature in electronic form and (d) online receipt of
conpleted voter registration applications.

2. Any county or nunicipality shall accept an online voter registra-
tion application provided by an individual wunder this section., and
ensure that the individual is registered to vote in the state, if (a)
the individual neets the sane voter registration requirenents applicable
to individuals who register to vote by mail in accordance with the |aw
using the mail voter registration application formand (b) the individ-
ual provides a signhature in electronic form

3. For purposes of this section, an individual provides a signature in
electronic formby (a) executing a conputerized mark in the signature
field on an online voter registration application; or

(b) submitting with the application an electronic copy of the individ-
ual's handwitten signature through el ectronic neans.

4. (a) Upon the online subm ssion of a conpleted voter registration
application by an individual under this section, the appropriate state
or local election official shall send the individual a notice confirmng
the state's receipt of the application and providing instructions on how
the individual may check the status of the application, and (b) as soon
as the appropriate election official has approved or rejected an appli -
cation submtted by an individual under this section. the official shal
send the individual a notice of the disposition of the application.

5. Any county or municipality shall make the services nade avail able
online under subdivision one of this section available through the use
of an automated tel ephone-based system subject to the sanme ternms and
conditions applicable under this section to the services nade available
online, in addition to nmaking the services available online in accord-
ance with the requirenents of this section.

8 5-207. Updating registration information through the internet. 1.

The board shall ensure that any registered voter on the conputerized
list may at any tine update the voter's registration infornmtion
including the voter's address and electronic mail address, online

through the official public website of the election official responsible
for the maintenance of the list, so long as the voter attests to the
contents of the update by providing a signature in electronic formin
the sane nmanner required under the |aw

2. Applications for voter reqgistration shall provide an option for
voters to receive voter information and future reqgistration information
and correspondence by enmmil.

3. The board of elections shall notify every registered voter of the
option to reqgister and nmake changes to their voter infornmation electron-
ically.

8§ 3. Subdivision 5 of section 5-210 of the election |law is anended by
addi ng a new paragraph (n) to read as foll ows:

(n) Agreenents adopted pursuant to section 5-200 of this title between
source agencies and the state or county boards of elections are not
required to include the collection or transm ssion of the information
requested in paragraph (j) or subparagraph (i), (v). (xi) or (xiii) of
paragraph (k) of this subdivision, and no board of elections shal
refuse to register to vote or update the reqgistration record of any
person in the state whose infornation is transmtted pursuant to section
5-200 of this title for the reason that such information does not
include the information requested by paragraph (j) or subparagraph (i),
(V). (X)), (xi) or (xiii) of paragraph (k) of this subdivision.

8 4. This act shall take effect imediately.




