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STATE OF NEW YORK

4487

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 4, 2021

Introduced by M of A WALKER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Housi ng

AN ACT to anend the New York «city charter, in relation to willful
negl ect of real property prevention

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The New York city charter is anended by adding a new
section 1807 to read as fol |l ows:

§ 1807. WIIlful neglect of property prevention. 1. For the purposes
of this section "willful neglect" shall nean inproper nmintenance or
|l ack of nmintenance resulting in substantial deterioration of the prop-
erty.

2. \Were there have been three or nore good faith conplaints, by or on
behalf of the tenant, to the departnent of any health or safety |aw,
regul ati on, code or ordinance, or any |law of regulation which has as its
objective the regulation of premi ses used for dwelling purposes within a
period of one hundred twenty days and the conditions have not been rene-
died and are not in the process of being renedied the departnent shal
notify the tenants and the departnent of buildings of the failure to

repair.
3. Upon the consensus of nore than fifty percent of the tenants, an
action shall be comenced by the city to conpel the person or entity

required to maintain the property to undertake repairs and if necessary
to cease and desist fromrenoving and destroying structural, nechanical
and electrical systens necessary for the delivery of essential services,
including appliances, to the tenants.

4., 1f the repairs are not conpleted or if the renpved or destroyed
systens have not been replaced within ninety days of the judgnent the
departnent shall notify the person or entity required to maintain the
property that the city shall place a lien on the property equal to the
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costs of the repairs, inprovenents, replacenent and treatnment neasures
required to renedy the property and the adnministrative fees.

5. The departnent shall assess and prepare a list of repairs, inprove-
nents, replacenents and treatnent neasures to be taken by the person or
entity required to nmaintain the property.

6. The departnment shall assign a conmmunity based housing devel opnent
corporation to manage the repairs.

7. The repairs shall be financed by personal incone tax revenue bonds
aut horized by the New York state housing finance agency.

8. The person or entity required to maintain the property shall be
responsible for reinbursing the city for the costs of repairs in addi-
tion to interest and penalties and any adm nistrative managenent fees.

9. Should the repairs., inprovenents or replacenents require relocation
of the tenant the person or entity required to muintain the property
nust, at the tenant's option., either relocate the tenant to a conparable
housing accommpdation in a closely proximate area that is the sane or
lower rent or conpensate the tenant in an anmpunt necessary to cover
their costs of relocation for the duration of the repair.

10. The departnment shall create an "inmmi nent danger" |ist of proper-
ties for which nore than five conplaints have been filed during the
course of any given calendar year. Said list shall be available on the

departnent's website.

11. This section shall not preenpt. reduce or |limt any rights or
obligations inposed by any state or local laws with respect to property

nmai nt enance and a locality's ability to enforce those laws or a tenant's
right to be restored to the vacated prem ses.
§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




