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STATE OF NEW YORK

4280

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

February 1, 2021

Introduced by M of A RODRIGUEZ, HUNTER, LUPARDO -- read once and
referred to the Comrittee on Transportation

AN ACT establishing the New York task force on automated vehicle tech-
nol ogy; and providing for the repeal of such provisions upon the expi-
ration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The Legislature finds that autonmated
vehi cl e technol ogy offers widely anticipated and revol utionary potenti al
for the transportation sector. Anpbng the unprecedented opportunities
offered by this technology are inclusive nobility options to benefit
di sadvant aged, disabled and elderly residents; as congestion and em s-
sions mitigation; inproved livable land use, and basic road. Further
the legislature has anended section 2 of part FF of chapter 55 of the
| aws of 2017, relating to notor vehicles equi pped with autononous vehi-
cle technology, as anended by section 2 of part H of chapter 58 of the
| aws of 2018, as anended by section 1 of part Mof chapter 58 of the
laws of 2019, to allow for a tw-year testing program for autonobile
manuf acturers and technol ogy | eaders to test and denonstrate autonated
vehicl e technol ogy in New York, which will expire and be deened repeal ed
April 1, 2021. Consequently, the legislature finds that there is a
pressing need for policymakers to study autonated vehicle technol ogy and
fornul ate conprehensive |aws and regulations to ensure the state is
prepared for the safe deploynment of autonobiles equipped with this tech-
nology and to help prepare the state's role in a future where autonated
vehi cl e technol ogy plays in shaping our roadways, econony, education
system and society.

To this end, it is inthe public interest to establish an autonated
vehicle task force that shall study, evaluate and develop recomenda-
tions relating to specific actionable measures that address how aut o-
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mat ed vehicle technology will transformthe state's roadways, econony,
education system and society.

8 2. Automated vehicle task force. The New York task force on auto-
mat ed vehicl e technol ogy is hereby established to study and assess the
future of automated vehicle technol ogy. For purposes of this act,
"aut omat ed vehicle" shall mean a motor vehicle that has the capability
to drive the vehicle without the active control or nonitoring of a human
operator. Such task force shall consist of seventeen nmenbers w th denon-
strated expertise in issues relating to the work of the task force. The
menbers of the task force shall be appointed as foll ows:

(a) five nenbers shall be appointed by the governor, such nenber's
expertise shall enconpass, but not be linmted to, the topic areas of
transportation, research and devel opnent, education, people wth disa-
bilities; one of such nmenber shall be the conm ssioner of the departnent
of nmotor vehicles and shall serve as chairperson of the task force; and
one menber shall be the comm ssioner of the departnent of transportation
and shall serve as vice chair;

(b) two nenbers shall be appointed by the tenporary president of the
senat e;

(c) two nmenbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly;

(d) one nmenber shall be appointed by the senate mnority |eader

(e) one nmenber shall be appointed by the assenbly mnority | eader

(f) one nenber shall be appointed by the chancellor of the state
uni versity of New York; such nmenber shall be a mnmenber of a research
faculty of an engineering department at a state university of New York
canpus;

(g) one nenber shall be appointed by the comm ssion on independent
colleges and wuniversities froma New York private university research
faculty of an engi neering departnent;

(h) two such appoi ntees shall be representatives of differing origina
equi pnent manuf acturers;

(i) one nenber shall be appointed by the president of AFL-CI G and

(j) one nmenber shall be appointed by the New York state business coun-
cil.

8 3. Al appointnents shall be made no later than the thirtieth day
after the effective date of this section. Vacancies in the nenbership of
the task force shall be filled in the same manner provided for by the
ori gi nal appointnents. The task force shall organize as soon as practi-
cable following the appointnent of its nenbers. The chairperson shal
appoi nt a secretary who shall not be a nmenber of the task force. The
menbers of the task force shall receive no conpensation for their
servi ces.

8 4. The task force shall study, evaluate and devel op reconmendations
relating to specific actionable nmeasures that address how aut onat ed
vehicle technology will transformthe state's roadways, econony, educa-
tion system and society. The automated vehicle task force shall study
how to support the safe testing, deploynent and operation of autonated
vehicle technology on public highways. It shall take all of the follow
ing into consideration: (a) the measures necessary to successfully
i mpl ement aut omat ed vehi cles, including any |egislative changes; (b) the
difficulties and liabilities that could arise by allow ng autonmated
vehi cl es on public highways; (c) how automated vehicle technology can
pronote research and devel opnent in this state; and (d) any other issue
the comittee deens rel evant.

8 5. The task force shall be entitled to request and receive, and
shall utilize such facilities, resources and data of any court, depart-



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

A 4280 3

ment, division, board, bureau, comm ssion or agency of the state or any
political subdivision thereof as it may reasonably request to properly
carry out its powers and duti es.

8 6. In carrying out its functions, the task force shall hold five
public hearings around the state to foster discussions anong, and
conduct formal public hearings with requisite public notice to solicit
i nput and reconmendati ons from statew de and regi onal stakehol der inter-
ests.

8 7. The task force shall report its findings and recomendations to
the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of
the assenbly on or before April first, two thousand twenty-one.

8§ 8. This act shall take effect imediately and shall expire and be
deened repeal ed 2 years after such date.



