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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 22, 2021

Introduced by M of A HUNTER -- read once and referred to the Conmttee
on Veterans' Affairs -- commttee discharged, bill anended, ordered
reprinted as anended and recomritted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the county | aw and the executive law, in relation to the
reporting of a veteran's suicide

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 677 of the county law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 10 to read as foll ows:

10. The coroner, coroner's physician or nedical exanm ner shall report
to the division of veterans' services, in a form and tine frane devel -
oped by such division in a manner that is protective of privacy and
contains aggregate, rather than individual data to the extent practica-
ble, any death which appears to be a suicide by a person who, to the
know edge of the coroner, coroner's physician or nedical examner, is a
vet er an.

8§ 2. Section 353 of the executive law is amended by adding a new
subdi vision 26 to read as foll ows:

26. (a) To develop a formby which a coroner, coroner's physician or
nedi cal exaniner, pursuant to section six hundred seventy-seven of the
county law, shall report to the division any death which appears to be a
suicide by a person who, to the know edge of the coroner, coroner's
physician or nedical exanminer, is a veteran. This formshall at a mni-
num (i) ensure conpliance with the strictest privacy protections and
encourage data aggregation to the extent feasible; (ii) provide the
address to which the formis to be mailed or submtted electronically;
and (iii) include the county of residence and the branch of service of
deceased veterans during the reporting period.

(b) The division shall: (i) forward conpleted forms to the office of
nental hygi ene pursuant to subdivision (g) of section 7.07 of the nental
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hygiene law in a tinely manner; and (ii) conpile such information for
inclusion in the annual report pursuant to this section

§ 3. Section 353 of the executive lawis anended by adding a new
subdi vision 6-b to read as foll ows:

6-b. To prepare and submit a report in consultation with the depart-
nent of health and the departnent of nental hygi ene including the
following information to the extent it is reasonably accessible: (a) the
nunber of veterans who died by suicide; (b) trends of veterans suicide
rates over the last five years, including details by period of mlitary
service; and (c) a conparison of veterans suicide rates by county,
statewi de and nationwi de. Such report shall be delivered to the governor
and legislature no later than June thirteenth, two thousand twenty-four
and every three years thereafter. Such report shall also be nmade avail -
able on the division's website.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective imediately, the addition, amend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act onits effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such effective date.




