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STATE OF NEW YORK

2325

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 14, 2021

Introduced by M of A SIMON -- Milti-Sponsored by -- M of A ABBATE
COLTON, COOK, DI CKENS, EPSTEIN, GALEF, G.ICK, HEVESI, SAYEGH -- read
once and referred to the Committee on Education

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to establishing a nodel
environnmental curriculumin all elenmentary and secondary school s

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The education law is anmended by addi ng a new section 817 to
read as foll ows:

8§ 817. Mbdel environnental curriculum 1. The conm ssioner shal
prormulgate rules and regulations to establish a nodel environnental
curriculum on clinate change to be taught in all public elenentary and

secondary schools. Such npdel environnmental curriculum shall i ncl ude,
but not be limted to, the principles and concepts related to the
foll owing topics:

a. Air:

b. dimte change

c. Energy;

d. Environnental justice;

e. Environnental sustainability;
f. Fish and wildlife resources;
g. Forestry;

h. Integrated pest nanagenent:;
i. Cceans:;

j. Pollution prevention;

Kk

[.

Public health and the environnent;
Resource conservation, waste reduction, and recycling;
m_Toxics and hazardous waste; and
n. Water.
2. The nodel environnmental curriculum shall be aligned wth other
course subject standards of instruction as set forth by the departnent

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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and be included in the follow ng course subject's standards of instruc-
tion, but not be linmted to:
a. Science;
b. History;
Soci al studies;
Heal th; and
Mat hemat i cs.

All  public elenentary and secondary schools shall begin teaching
the nodel environnmental curriculumestablished pursuant to this section
in the first school vyear following certification by the comm ssioner
that such curriculum has been established.
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4. a. The comm ssioner shall develop age-appropriate curriculum
resources and technical assistance for schools to provide to students in
all elenentary and secondary schools to carryout the provisions of this
section.

b. The departnent shall make the nmodel curriculum and nodel curricul um
resources publicly available electronically on the departnment's internet

website.

5. School authorities shall provide the needed facilities, tine and
place for the instruction set forth in this section and shall provide
learning aids and curriculum resource materials which contribute to
effective teaching nethods and learning in education in regards to the
nodel environnmental curricul um

6. a. The conm ssioner shall update the nodel environnmental curricul um
every four yvears following the establishnent of such curriculum

b. Such update shall be based on current scientific, technical and
soci al know edge.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the first of July next succeedi ng
the date on which it shall have becone a | aw




