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January 11, 2021

Introduced by M of A SANTABARBARA, STECK -- read once and referred to
the Committee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to the powers and duties
of the advisory council of the justice center for the protection of
peopl e with special needs

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 561 of the executive law is anended by adding a new
subdi vision 6-a to read as foll ows:

6-a. The council shall review the mssion and operations of the
justice center for the protection of people wth special needs, the
validity of <claims of abuse and neglect and the appropriateness of
prosecutorial actions. This review shall also include but not be linted
to:

(a) ensuring that allegations of abuse and neglect are valid and if so
have been pronptly and fully investigated;

(b) reviewi ng commpn standards and requirenents for investigators;

(c) ensuring that individuals who are responsible for abuse and
negl ect have been hel d account abl e;

(d) reviewing all prosecutorial conduct and ensuring all prosecutions
were valid and within the nission of the agency:;

(e) reviewing the register of nanmes of individuals found responsible
for acts of abuse or neglect and whether such individuals have been
barred fromenploynent in the care of people with special needs; and

(f) reviewing investigations and procedures related to cases involving
deat h.

§ 2. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be omitted.
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