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STATE OF NEW YORK

1572

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 11, 2021

Introduced by M of A PRETLOVN-- read once and referred to the Commt-
tee on Transportation

AN ACT to amend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to the
production of and the assessnent of a surcharge for distinctive "The
West chester Way" license plates; and to anend the state finance | aw,
in relation to establishing the New York state "The Westchester \Way
fund”

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The vehicle and traffic lawis amended by adding a new
section 404-ff to read as foll ows:

8 404-ff. | ssuance of distinctive "The Wstchester Way" |icense
plates. 1. Any person residing in this state shall., upon request, be
issued a distinctive "The Westchester Way" |icense plate. The design of

such distinctive plate shall be devel oped by the conni ssioner in cooper-
ation with the Westchester county office of tourism a recognized tour-
ismpronotion agency pursuant to section one hundred sixty-three of the
econonic developnent law, and shall utilize the "The Westchester Way"
logo, as well as any other |anguage or information appropriate to the
pronption of tourism for the county of Wstchester. Application for
said license plate shall be filed with the conmi ssioner in such form and
detail as the conm ssioner shall prescribe.

2. Adistinctive "The Westchester WAy" license plate issued pursuant
to this section shall be issued in the sane nanner as other nunber
pl ates upon the paynent of the reqular registration fees prescribed by
section four hundred one of this article; provided, however, that an
addi tional annual service charge of twenty-five dollars shall be charged
for such plate. Such annual service charge shall be deposited pursuant
to the provisions of section four hundred four-oo of this article, to
the credit of the departnent of notor vehicles distinctive plate devel-
opnent fund established by section ninety-five-g of the state finance
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law, and shall be used for the production, design, advertising and
marketing of distinctive license plates pursuant to such section nine-
ty-five-g; provided., however, that annual service charges collected in
excess of six thousand dollars shall be deposited to the credit of "The
New York state 'The Westchester Way' fund" established pursuant to
section ninety-seven-uuuu of the state finance |law and shall be used for
tourism pronption projects pursuant to such section ninety-seven-uuuu
within the county of Wstchester.

8§ 2. The state finance |aw is amended by addi ng a new section 97-uuuu
to read as foll ows:

8 97-uuuu. The New York state "The Westchester Way fund". 1. There is
hereby established in the joint custody of the conm ssioner of taxation
and finance and the conptroller a special fund to be known as the New
York state "The Westchester Way fund".

2. Such fund shall consist of all revenues received pursuant to the
provi sions of section four hundred four-ff of the vehicle and traffic
law and all other noneys appropriated, credited, or transferred thereto
fromany other fund or source pursuant to law. Nothing contained in this
section shall prevent the state from receiving grants, gqifts, or
bequests for the purposes of the fund, as defined in this section, and
depositing theminto the fund according to | aw

3. Monies of the fund shall be expended only for tourism pronotion
projects which pronote tourismin the county of Westchester. Monies of
the fund shall be available for tourism pronpotion purposes, exclusive of
adninistrati ve expenses, to an entity designated by local law of the
county of Westchester as responsible for tourismpronption for the coun-
ty of Westchester; provided, however, that such designated entity shal
cause to be devel oped annually a plan for tourismpronotion approved by
the conm ssioner of the departnent of econonic devel opnent. Such tourism

pronption plan shall include, but not be linmted to, proposed expendi -
tures for tourismpronotion projects pronpting tourismin the county of
Westchester and evidence that such plan wll not duplicate tourism

pronoti on conducted by the |local tourism pronotion agency.

4. Monies shall be payable fromthe fund on the audit and warrant of
the conptroller, on vouchers approved and certified by the conm ssioner
of the departnent of econom c devel opnent.

5. To the extent practicable, the comm ssioner of the departnent of
econom ¢ _devel opnent shall ensure that all nonies received during a
fiscal year are expended prior to the end of that fiscal year.

§ 3. 1. Adistinctive plate established pursuant to section 404-ff of
the vehicle and traffic |aw as added by section one of this act shal
only be designed, produced and issued upon the delivery to the depart-
ment of notor vehicles of a surety bond in the anbunt of six thousand
dol lars, which shall be executed by a surety conpany authorized by the
departnent of financial services to transact business in this state.
Provi ded, however, that if the conm ssioner shall have received prior to
the plate design, production and issuance at |least two hundred orders
for such distinctive plate together with the additional annual service
charge applicable to each such order, which shall be non-refundable, no
such surety bond shall be required. Al such service charges shall be
deposited pursuant to the provisions of section four hundred four-oo of
the vehicle and traffic lawto the credit of the New York state "The
West chester Way fund" established by section ninety-seven-uuuu of the
state finance |aw and shall be used for the design, production, adver-
tising and distribution of distinctive license plates in accordance with
such section ninety-seven-uuuu.
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2. If, upon the expiration of two years follow ng the date upon which
distinctive plates in the series are first available for sale two
hundred or nore sets of such plates are sold, a bond delivered pursuant
to this section shall be discontinued. If fewer than two hundred sets of
such plates are sold by such tinme, the departnent shall be entitled to
recover against the bond in an anobunt proportionate to such shortfall.

8 4. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw, provided, however, that section three of
this act shall take effect immediately. Effective i mediately, the addi-
tion, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for
the inplenmentation of this act on its effective date are authorized and
directed to be nade and conpleted on or before such effective date.



