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STATE OF NEW YORK

1558

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N ASSEMBLY

January 11, 2021

Introduced by M of A L. ROSENTHAL -- read once and referred to the
Committee on Agriculture

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to increas-
ing certain penalties for violating the prohibition of animal fighting
and for aggravated cruelty to aninals

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The opening paragraph of subdivision 2 of section 351 of
the agriculture and markets | aw, as anmended by chapter 190 of the |aws
of 2004, is anended to read as foll ows:

Any person who engages in any of the follow ng conduct is guilty of a
felony punishable by inprisonment for a period not to exceed [feu] six
years, or by a fine not to exceed [twenty—five] thirty thousand doll ars,
or by both such fine and inprisonnent:

8 2. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 3 of section 351 of the agriculture
and markets |aw, as added by chapter 150 of the |aws of 1984, is anended
to read as follows:

(a) Any person who engages in conduct specified in paragraph (b) of
this subdivision is guilty of a [Asdeseaner] felony and is punishable
by inprisonnment for a period not to exceed [ene—year] four years, or by
a fine not to exceed [H4+een] twenty thousand dollars, or by both such
fine and inprisonnent.

8 3. Paragraph (a) of subdivision 4 of section 351 of the agriculture
and markets |aw, as added by chapter 150 of the |aws of 1984, is anended
to read as follows:

(a) Any person who engages in conduct specified in paragraph (b)
[hereof] of this subdivisionis guilty of a [ssdeseaner] felony and is
puni shable by inprisonnent for a period not to exceed [ere—yrear] two
years, or by a fine not to exceed [ere] ten thousand dollars, or by both
such fine and inprisonnent.
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8 4. Subdivision 3 of section 353-a of the agriculture and markets
|l aw, as added by chapter 118 of the laws of 1999, is anended to read as
foll ows:

3. Aggravated cruelty to animals is a felony. A defendant convicted of

th|s of f ense shaII be sentenced [pe4seanL—Le—pa;ag;aph—éb}—ei—sabd+¥+—

deLFn+Le—senLenee——Mh+Gh—nay—ne%—e*eeed—%#wyﬁqﬁuéﬂ to a Derlod of inDri—
sonnent not to exceed four years, by a fine not to exceed ten thousand
dollars or by both such fine and inprisonnent. In addition to any other
penalty provided by law, the court shall order any defendant convicted
of this offense, including a defendant who has been adjudicated a youth-
ful offender. to undergo a psychiatric evaluation by a qualified nental
health professional and may require that such person, at his or her own
expense, enter and conplete any treatnent or program deened necessary to
treat any nental disease, nental defect or nental condition, which may
have caused or contributed to such offense
8 5. This act shall take effect inmediately.




