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STATE OF NEW YORK

10731

| N ASSEMBLY

Decenber 23, 2022

I ntroduced by COMWM TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Abinanti) --
read once and referred to the Commttee on Environnental Conservation

AN ACT establishing a conmission to deternmine the feasibility of form ng
a State Ofice of Witer; and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. A tenporary State conm ssion, to be known as the New York
State commi ssion on establishing a State Ofice of Water, hereinafter
referred to as "the commssion”, is hereby established to study the
feasibility of establishing an Ofice of Water within the Departnent of
Envi ronnent al Conservation and transferring certain functions and duties
currently performed by the Department of Environnental Conservation and
other State and |ocal Departnents to the Ofice of Water.

8§ 2. (a) The commission shall consist of thirteen menbers, to be
appoi nted as foll ows:

(i) two nmenbers appoi nted by the Governor;

(ii) two nenbers appointed by the Tenporary President of the Senate;

(iii) two nmenbers appointed by the Speaker of the Assenbly;

(iv) one nember appointed by the minority | eader of the Senate;

(v) one menber appointed by the minority | eader of the Assenbly;

(vi) the Conm ssioner of the Departnment of Environnmental Conservation,
or his or her designee;

(vii) the Conmissioner of the Departnment of Health, or his or her
desi gnee;

(viii) a Comm ssioner of the Public Service Comrission or his or her
desi gnee;

(i x) the Commi ssioner of Environmental Protection of New York Gity, or
his or her designee; and

(x) the Chair of the Water Resources Planning Council, or his or her
desi gnee.

(b) Menbers of the conmission shall serve for terns of three years.
Appointments shall be nmade within sixty days of the effective date of
this act. Vacancies on the commi ssion shall be filled in the manner
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provided for original appointnments. Menbers nmay be re-appointed to the
comm ssi on upon the expiration of their terns.

(c) Al nmenbers of the conm ssion shall have expertise in fields or
disciplines related to water usage, nanagenent and/or safety, including
but not linmted to:

(i) the provision and delivery of water, including potable water, to
residents of New York;

(ii) water use and reuse, including standards for reuse and disposal
of reclai med wast ewat er;

(iii) water quality testing;

(iv) the protection of water bodies, navigable waters, rivers and
st reans;

(v) the protection of source water areas, groundwater areas and aqui-
fers; or

(vi) the supervision and regulation of the sanitary aspects of water
suppl i es and sewage di sposal and control and the prevention and nmti-
gation of pollution of waters of the State.

(d) The mpjority of the nenbers of the entire comm ssion shall desig-
nate one nenber to serve as the chair of the comm ssion and one nenber
to serve as vice-chair of the conmmi ssion

(e) A mjority of the menmbers of the comnission then in office shal
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business or the exercise of
any power or function of the commi ssion. An act, determ nation or deci-
sion of the majority of the nenbers present during the presence of a

quorum shall be held to be the act, determ nation, or decision of the
comm ssi on.
(f) The conmi ssion shall neet at |east quarterly at the call of the

chair. Meetings may be held via teleconference. Special neetings may be
called by the chair at the request of a majority of the nenmbers of the
conmi ssi on.

(g) Menbers of the commi ssion shall receive no conpensation for their
services but shall be reinbursed for their actual expenses incurred in
the performance of their duties in the work of the comm ssion

§ 3. The conm ssion shall

(a) Study current |laws, rules, and regul ations pertaining to:

(i) the current provision of water to New York residents across the
St at e;

(ii) the protection of water sources across the State;

(iii) the reduction of contaminants in State water sources; and

(iv) the supervision and regul ation of the sanitary aspects of water
supplies and sewage disposal and control and the prevention and mti-
gation of pollution of waters of the State.

(b) Analyze the current systemof water distribution in various areas
of the State including the provision, the delivery and allocation of
wat er, including potable water, to residents of New York, including the
efficiency of and equality in the provision, and the delivery and all o-
cation of such water

(c) Analyze the feasibility of establishing an Ofice of Water respon-
si bl e for devel opi ng, overseeing and regul ating a cohesive plan for the
provision of water, including potable water, to all residents of the
St at e;

(d) Analyze the financial inpact on the state's finances of establish-
ing an Ofice of Water and performa fiscal analysis of the benefits
associated with the creation of such Ofice including, but not limted
to, cost savings, jobs created and jobs retained,;
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(e) Provide recommendations for a transition of water-related func-
tions currently perforned by the Department of Environnental Conserva-
tion and the Departnent of Health to the proposed Ofice of Water; and

(f) Provide a legal analysis to establish an Ofice of Water in
conmpliance with the New York State Constitution and state statutes.

8 4. The conmi ssion may establish such advisory comittees as it deens
appropriate on matters relating to the comm ssion's functions, powers
and duties. Such conmttees shall each be chaired by a nenber of the
conmmi ssion but nay be conposed of conmi ssion nenbers as well as other
i ndividuals selected by the commi ssion to provide expertise of interest
specific to the charge of such committee.

8 5. The commssion may, as it deens appropriate, request that
studies, surveys, or analyses relating to the conm ssion's powers and
duties be perfornmed by any State Departnent, conm ssion, agency or
public authority. All State Departnents, comm ssions, agencies or public
authorities shall provide information and advice in a tinmely nmanner and
ot herwi se assist the comm ssion with its work.

8§ 6. The Departnent of Environnental Conservation shall provide staff
services to the conmission and such other adm nistrative assistance as
may be necessary for the conmission to carry out its duties, functions
and powers.

8§ 7. The commission shall hold a m nimum of three public hearings:
one in New York City; one in western New York; and one in upstate east-
ern New York. The commission nmay hold additional public hearings in
other locations as it deemns appropriate.

8 8. The conmmi ssion shall nake a prelimnary report to the Governor
and the legislature of its findings, conclusions, reconmendations and
activities already undertaken by the comission, not later than six
months after the effective date of this act and shall provide an updated
report every six nonths thereafter. A final report of the conm ssion's
findi ngs, conclusions, recomendations and activities al ready undertaken
by the conm ssion shall be provided to the Governor and the |egislature
not |ater than two years after the delivery of the prelimnary report.

8 9. This act shall take effect on the sixtieth day after it shal
have becone a | aw and shall expire six years after it shall have becone
a law when wupon such date the provisions of this act shall be deened
r epeal ed.



