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STATE OF NEW YORK

10691

| N ASSEMBLY

Sept ember 9, 2022

Introduced by COVMM TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Sol ages) --
read once and referred to the Commttee on Educati on

AN ACT to address the elenentary literacy gap by enmpowering student and
parental engagenent with an evi dence-based honme readi nhg program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. If equally matched by participating |ocal education agen-
cies, there is allocated fromthe state's Coronavirus relief funds an
amount not to exceed $500,000 for fiscal year 2023 for grants to | ocal
education agencies for an eligible home readi ng program Funds all ocated
under this section are grant funds and nust be distributed by the
department of education with a focus on economically disadvantaged
households. A program is eligible for these grant funds if it is
provided by a nonprofit organization and neets all of the followng
criteria:

(a) The programis objective is to deliver an evidence-based self-se-
| ected readi ng program consisting of independent reading |evel books
that are individually nailed to the residences of kindergarten through
fifth grade students on a weekly basis.

(b) The programincorporates at |east weekly phone calls, texts or
application notifications in multiple | anguages to a parent or guardian
to drive parental and famly engagenent throughout the duration of the
program

(c) The programprovides at |east six and not nmore than ni ne student
sel ected new books that students get to keep.

(d) The program buil ds on pedagogi cal and literacy principles to scaf-
fold fluency to inprove readi ng conprehensi on with student exercises.

(e) The programincludes a custom zable portal to generate individual-
i zed data reports for analysis of student progress.

(f) The nonprofit organization collects, disaggregates, and distrib-
utes detailed data on all netrics of the program such as parental
engagenent, books read and al | owabl e denogr aphi ¢ dat a.
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(g) The nonprofit organization provides summary data to the |egisla-
ture and to the departnent of education for all students served by the
progr am

(h) The nonprofit organization agrees to secure the required district
| evel matching funds and mamintain auditable verification of their
recei pt.

(i) The combined total cost of the program including district match-
i ng funds does not exceed $50 per student per senester.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.



