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STATE OF NEW YORK

10210

| N ASSEMBLY

May 6, 2022

Introduced by COW TTEE ON RULES -- (at request of M of A Hevesi) --
read once and referred to the Committee on Children and Fam li es

AN ACT to anend the social services law, in relation to establishing a
st at ewi de ki nshi p navi gator program

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The title heading of title 10 of article 6 of the social
services |aw, as added by section 4 of part F of chapter 58 of the | aws
of 2010, is anended to read as follows:

KI NSH P GUARDI ANSHI P ASS|I STANCE AND STATEW DE
KI NSH P NAVI GATOR PROGRAM

§ 2. The social services law is anmended by adding a new section 458-g
to read as foll ows:

8 458-¢g. Statewi de kinship navigator program 1. The statew de Kkinship
navigator program (hereinafter the "program'), is hereby established
within the office of children and famly services.

2. _Such program shall assist kinship caregivers who are seeking infor-
nmation or assistance related to services and benefits that nay be avail -
able to the caregiver or child. Wthin appropriations available, such
informati on and assistance shall include but not be |imted to:

(a) referral services;

(b) access to a free legal consultation for kinship caregivers in need
of legal assistance or assistance understanding their legal rights;

(c) assistance applying for publicly funded benefits including but
not limted to public assistance, Medicaid, child health plus, child
care subsidies, and the supplenental nutrition assistance program
(SNAP) ; and

(d) information related to services available pursuant to section
three hundred ninety-two of this chapter.

3. For purposes of this section, "kinship caregiver"” shall have the
sane neaning as defined by subdivision twenty-two of section three
hundred seventy-one of this chapter, who is currently caring for a child
or is a prospective kinship caregiver. 1t shall also include relative
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guardi ans and prospective relative guardians, as defined in section four
hundred fifty-eight-a of this title.

4. (a) The conm ssioner shall administer the statew de kinship naviga-
tor program either directly or through contract. In addition to provid-
ing information and assistance, as required by subdivision two of this
section, the programshall also have the following responsibilities,
within appropriations available, which shall include but not be limted
to:

(i) statewide coordination of services, including coordination of
efforts anong the office of children and fanmily services, the depart nment
of health, the office for the aging, the education departnent, the
office of tenporary and disability assistance, the office of addiction
services and supports, the office of nental health, the office for
people with devel opnental disabilities, local social services districts
and rel evant conmuni ty-based organi zati ons;

(ii) the provision of information as to the availability of, eligibil-
ity criteria for, and application procedure for available benefits and
services;

(iii) conpilation of statistical data fromstate and |ocal agencies
and dissenmnation to the public;

(iv) operation of a toll-free tel ephone nunber that nmay be called
to obtain basic information about the rights of, and services available
to kinship caregivers;

(v) operation of local respite services;

(vi) training related to caring for children; and

(vii) the consolidation of existing prograns with existing contractors
that are satisfactorily perfornming as deternined by the office of chil-
dren and family services and the expansion of service provision to
conply with federally approved standards; such consolidation plan shal
provide for submission of information regarding outcone-based neasures
that denonstrate quality of services provided and program effectiveness
to the office of children and family services in a form and nmanner
and at such tinmes as required by such office.

(b) The commi ssioner shall divide the state into not less than seven
and not greater than twelve regions in order for the kinship care navi -
gator program to develop regional expertise in carrying out the
provisions of this section.

5. The conmm ssioner shall nmke grants, within anpunts appropriated
therefor, to a community-based organi zation or consortia of community-
based organi zations to operate the statew de kinship navigator program

6. The conm ssioner shall pronmulgate any rules and regul ati ons neces-
sary for the inplenentation of this section.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




