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AN ACT to anmend the penal law, in relation to establishing the crines of
maki ng a threat of mass harm and aggravated threat of mass harm

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The penal |law is amended by adding two new sections 240.78

and 240.79 to read as foll ows:
8§ 240.78 Making a threat of nmass harm

1. A person is guilty of nmaking a threat of nmass harmwhen with the
intent to intimdate a group of people or to create public alarm such
person threatens to inflict or cause to be inflicted, serious physica
infjury or death at a school, place of worship, business, governnent
building, or other place of assenbly, and thereby causes a reasonable
expectation or fear of serious physical injury or death, or causes the
evacuation or |ockdown of a school, place of worship, business, govern-
nent building, or other place of assenbly.
2. It shall be no defense to a prosecution pursuant to this section
that the defendant did not have the intent or capability of commtting
the conduct threatened.
Making a threat of mass harmis a class B m sdeneanor.
8 240.79 Aggravated threat of nmmss harm

1. A person is quilty of aggravated threat of nmss harm when such
person engages in conduct as defined in section 240.78 of this article
and has nmade any overt act in furtherance of the commission of such
crine.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted.
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2. For purposes of this section, an overt act may include neking a
plan to carry out such threat, conpiling a list of targets, possession
of any weapon or device that can be used to carry out such threat., or
other preparatory action.

Aggravated threat of mass harmis a class A ni sdeneanor.

§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




