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STATE OF NEW YORK

8585

| N SENATE

March 17, 2022

Introduced by Sen. MAY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Aging

AN ACT to anmend the executive law, in relation to establishing the
office for an age-friendly New York

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings and intent. Because aging is a process
we all experience, New Yorkers of all ages do better when we nmake sure
everyone can age successfully. New York state was naned the first Age
Friendly State in the country in 2017 by AARP and remains conmitted to
being age-friendly so that all New Yorkers can age with dignity and
i ndependence. New York's older adult populationis 3.5 mllion strong
O der New Yorkers make our state a healthier, stronger, and nore vibrant
place to live, through nultiple ways including paid and vol unteer work,
rai sing and nentoring younger New Yorkers, supporting their fanilies,
sharing their wisdom and starting new busi nesses.

Nearly 1 in 6 New Yorkers is over the age of 65, and that popul ation
will continue to grow. Between 2015 and 2040, the nunber of New Yorkers
aged 65 and over is projected to increase by 50 percent, while the popu-
lation aged 85 and older is projected to double. Shifts in the state's
agi ng population will present new demands and opportunities for the
state, local governnments, fanmlies, and older New Yorkers. All ol der
adults nmust have the option to remain in their comunities as they age,
and that must be a meaningful choice with access to a broad range of
prograns, resources and supports, including safe and affordabl e housing,
heal t hcare, home care, food and nutrition, human services, and transpor-
tation. An inclusive state for New Yorkers of all ages remmins our goal

O der adults' health and well-being i nproves when they have varied
opportunities to stay socially engaged. The state nust do everything it
can to reduce isolation and ensure that all conmunities have opportu-
nities for seniors to interact. Reliable and safe ways to access these
opportunities allows older adults to be thriving contributors in their
conmuni ti es.
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As New York's older adult population grows, it will continue beconi ng
nmore diverse and may be nore likely to be childless, live alone, work
| onger, have | ower incones, or have less retirenent savings, presenting
new chal l enges for the state and | ocal governnents. These denographic
shifts necessitate strategic and adaptive policy changes.

Actively engaging older adults as contributors to the social, econom
ic, and civic fabric of our communities, encouraging physical and
psychol ogical health and well-being in older adults and their caregiv-
ers, and supporting direct care workers and famly caregivers as they
provi de essential care for older adults makes New York better. Only when
we acknow edge the talents and contributions of all New Yorkers, no
matter their age, can we adapt to future demands. To be a truly age-
friendly state, it is vital that the state have a nenber of the gover-
nor's staff whose role is coordinating age-friendly services and poli-
ci es across agenci es.

8§ 2. The executive law is anended by adding a new article 19-Mto read
as follows:

ARTICLE 19-M
CFFI CE FOR AN AGE- FRI ENDLY NEW YORK
Section 549. Definitions.
549-a. Ofice for an age-friendly New York established.
549-b. Director; general responsibilities.
549-c. State agency and departnent witten plans.
549-d. Construction with other |aws.

8 549. Definitions. For the purposes of this article, the follow ng
terns shall have the foll owi ng neani ngs:

(a) "A der New Yorkers" neans New York residents over the age of
fifty.

(b) "Age-friendly" neans a policy devel oped to contribute towards the
goal of ensuring that the state governnent provides older New Yorkers
with access to supportive systens to ensure that they renmnin healthy and
active in the comunities of their choice.

(c) "Director"™ mneans the director of the office for an age-friendly
New Yor k appointed pursuant to section five hundred forty-nine-a of this
article.

8§ 549-a. Ofice for an age-friendly New York established. 1. There is
hereby established wthin the executive departnent an office for an
age-friendly New York.

2. The head of the office for an age-friendly New York shall be the
director of the office for an age-friendly New York, who shall be
appoi nted by the governor and who shall receive a salary to be fixed by
the governor within the anmpbunts appropriated therefor.

8 549-b. Director; general responsibilities. 1. The director shall

(a) work in coordination with the state office for the aging to ensure
proper inplenmentation of the dder Anericans Act and other relevant
| aws;

(b) work with state agencies in developing and incorporating age-
friendly policies into their operations and programm ng;

(c) work wth state agencies in planning and inplenmenting community
i nprovenents across the state to better neet the needs of older New
Yorkers, including but not limted to, walkable streets, appropriate and
accessible housing., transportation, and enploynent options, socia
inclusion, and access to key services and opportunities at all [life
stages to participate in comunity activities; and

(d) work with state agencies to develop legislation and potentia
regulatory changes to help effectuate the duties and responsibilities
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required in this section, and any other changes that nmay significantly
affect the lives of older New Yorkers.

2. The director shall, to the extent practicable, review and report to
the governor upon proposed legislation and regulations. The director
shall subnmit comments., where appropriate, to the state agency which
referred such proposed legislation and regul ations eval uating:

(a) the inpact of the proposed legislation or requlation upon ol der
New Yorkers:

b) the relationship and inpact of such proposed legislation or regu-
lation on existing prograns affecting older New Yorkers: and

(c) any nodifications that would help older New Yorkers or aid in the
inplenentation of the new proposal

3. All state agencies shall cooperate with the director to ensure that
the director is able to fulfill the requirenents under this article

8§ 549-c. State agency and departnment witten plans. Begi nning two
vears after the effective date of this article, and every two years
thereafter, each state agency and departnent shall submit a witten plan
to the director containing a description of such agency or departnent's
efforts to ensure that its services are age-friendly, and containing
such agency or departnent's plans to continue and/or expand such age-
friendly services.

8 549-d. Construction with other laws. Nothing in this article shal
be construed to supersede or replace the statutory duties or powers of
the state office for the aging under the laws of this state.

§ 3. This act shall take effect inmediately.




