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STATE OF NEW YORK

8214--A

| N SENATE

February 2, 2022

Introduced by Sens. RYAN, JORDAN -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and
when printed to be conmtted to the Conmittee on Libraries -- commit-
tee discharged, bill anmended, ordered reprinted as amended and recom
mtted to said conmittee

AN ACT to direct the commi ssioner of education to appoint a nedia liter-
acy advisory group to study the teaching of nmedia literacy

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. For purposes of this act, "nmedia literacy" shall be consid-
ered a broad termthat enconpasses consunption and production of nedia
and digital products and is defined as the ability to access, analyze,
evaluate, act and create wth all forns of conmmunication, and encom
passes the foundational skills of digital citizenship and internet safe-
ty including the norns of appropriate, responsible, healthy behavior,
and cyberbullying prevention. "Digital citizenship" shall mean a diverse
set of skills related to current technol ogy and social nedia, including
the norns of appropriate, responsible, and healthy behavior and focuses
on enpowering |learners to use online resources, applications and spaces
to inprove comunities and curate a positive and effective digital foot-

print.
8§ 2. The conm ssioner of education, in cooperation wth experts in
media literacy, the board of regents, the state university board of

trustees, and stakeholders including educators and parents, shal
appoint a nedia literacy advisory group ("group") to conduct a survey on
the current status of library nedia instruction. The conm ssioner of

education shall serve as chair of the group. Such group shall consist
of nine nenbers other than the comni ssioner. Three nenbers of the group
shall be staff fromschool |ibrary systens, three nenbers of the group
shall be staff fromschool libraries, and three nenbers of the group

shall be staff from higher education institutions that offer library and
informati on studies prograns. Each of the aforenentioned nenbers shal
possess a New York state public librarian certification and a masters
degree in library sciences, or the equival ent experience.
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§ 3. The group shall survey each school district in the state to
determine the nedia literacy practices of and the current nmedia |literacy
resources available to each district. The survey shall include a check-
list of itenms for school districts to consider when updating policies
and procedures. The survey shall also inquire of teacher-librarians,
principals, and technology directors to understand how they are current-
ly integrating digital citizenship and nedia literacy education in their
curricul um

§ 4. The group shall make a report of its findings, including any
reconmendations for legislative action as it may deem necessary and
appropriate, best practices for instruction that provi des gui dance about
t houghtful, safe, and strategic uses of online and ot her nedia resources
and education on how to apply critical thinking skills when consum ng
and producing nedia in any form These reconmendati ons and best prac-
tices may include, but are not linmited to:

(a) revisions to state education standards and the state instructiona
t echnol ogy pl an;

(b) revisions to policies and procedures on nedia literacy, including
digital citizenship and internet safety;

(c) school district processes necessary to devel op custom zed schoo
district policies and procedures on electronic resources and internet
safety that can be wused within a school district technology plan and
strategies that will support school districts in local inplenentation of

best practices, and recommendati ons devel oped by the group, including
strategies for delivering professional developnent to educators and
adm ni strators. Such processes and strategies shall include, but shal

not be linmted to, the devel opnment of nodel nedia literacy standards;

(d) best practices, resources, and nodels for instruction in nedia
literacy; and

(e) best practices, resources, and nodels for instruction of digital
citizenship, including nedia literacy, that are conpliant with the
federal universal service e-rate program adm ni stered by the schools and
libraries division of the universal service adnmnistrative conpany and
f eder al mandat es established in the federal children's internet
protection act.

8 5. The departnment shall publish best practices and resources regard-
ing proper and effective research, social nedia etiquette, financial
literacy, data use, and other aspects of digital citizenship.

8 6. The report required by section four of this act shall be deliv-
ered to the governor, the tenporary president of the senate and the
speaker of the assenbly no |l ater than one year after the effective date
of this act. Such report shall be published on the departnent's website.

8 7. This act shall take effect inmediately.



