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STATE OF NEW YORK

8189--A

| N SENATE

February 1, 2022

Introduced by Sen. HINCHEY -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Health -- conmittee
di scharged, bill anended, ordered reprinted as anended and recommtted
to said conmmittee

AN ACT to amend the public health law, in relation to establishing the
consol i dat ed assi stance program for EMS departnents which creates a
sust ai nabl e state financing mechani smfor energency nedical services

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. The public health law is anmended by adding a new section
3018 to read as foll ows:

8 3018. Consolidated assistance programfor EMS departnments. 1. For
the purposes of this section, the term"funding level"™ shall nmean the
average anmount of funding received over the previous two years, calcu-
|lated for each energency nedical service departnent or contract wth
other nmunicipal departnents, volunteer departnents, or non-profits for
the provision of enmergency nedical services within their jurisdiction.

2. Notwi thstanding any other provisions of this chapter or any other
law, and subject to an appropriation nade therefor and in accordance
with the provisions of this section and with the rules and reqgulations
pronulgated by the conmissioner in connection therewith, the consol -
idated assistance programfor energency nedical service departnents is
hereby established for the purpose of making paynments to nunicipalities
whi ch operate energency nedical service departnents, or contract wth
other nmunicipal departnents, volunteer departnents, or non-profits for
the provision of emergency nedical services within their jurisdiction
and which do not contract, directly or indirectly, with for-profit enti-
ties for energency nedical services. The conm ssioner shall promulgate
all necessary rules and regulations to carry out the programso that an
equitable distribution of aid shall be nade to such nunicipalities.

3. On or before the twenty-fifth day of April, June, Septenber and
Novenber, there shall be distributed and paid to nunicipalities an
anount equal to the noneys appropriated for the purposes of this section

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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divided by the nunber of paynent dates in that state fiscal year. Such
anounts shall be distributed and paid pursuant to this section.

4. Anmpunts shall be distributed to nunicipalities under the consol -
i dat ed assi stance program for EMS departnents in relative shares based
on rules and regulations pronulgated by the conm ssioner., which shal
consider for each nunicipality:

(a) its population and population density., prioritizing less densely
popul ated areas where financial strain for providing service is great-
est ;

(b) energency nedical services call volune and call type

(c) the percentage of its annual budget which goes to providing ener-
gency nedical services; and

(d) any other factor the conm ssioner deens rel evant.

5. On the first day of the third nonth following the end of its fisca
year, each nunicipality which has received five thousand dollars or nore
in total funds paid pursuant to this section during the preceding fisca
year shall certify to the conm ssioner, pursuant to rules and regu-
lations pronulgated by the comrmissioner in relation thereto, that the
expenditure by such nunicipality in such fiscal year of nonstate funds
raised by the municipality for the operation of or contracting for ener-
gency nedical services was not reduced below the level of the average of
the previous two vears. Provided. however, that in calculating the
expenditures and revenues of the nunicipality to determne the |oca
mai nt enance of effort for the fiscal year being certified and the
expenditure level of the average of the previous two years, mnunici-
palities shall not be required to include the anpunt of revenues and
expenditures for operation of or contracting for energency nedical
services necessitated by any unforeseen event for which the municipality
was officially declared a disaster area. Were a reduction in such
spending or non-use has occurred, the distributions above the funding
level to such nunicipality in the then-current state fiscal year shal
be reduced by an anpunt equivalent to the anpunt of such reduction or
non-use, except that no reduction to the funding level shall be taken
for an anmpunt caused by any unforeseen event for which the nunicipality
was officially declared a disaster area. Minicipalities not required to
certify under this section may continue such non-certifying status, with
the approval of the commissioner, if the apportionnent to such nmunici-
pality is increased to nore than five thousand dollars but |ess than
seven thousand dollars in any local fiscal year. For the purposes of
this section, a nunicipality shall nmean a county, city, town or village
or two or nore such jurisdictions acting jointly.

6. For any city, town, or village which consolidates or nmerges with
another nmunicipality, the resulting successor governnent shall file with
the office of the state conptroller a certificate of any such consol-
idation., nerger and any acconpanying dissolution. |If the anpunt which
woul d ot herwi se be apportioned to the individual governnents exceeds the
anpunt _which is payable to the successor governnment pursuant to this

section, such successor governnent shall receive no |less in consolidated

assi stance programfor EMS department apportionnents than the predeces-
sor governnents would have received in the aggregate had the nerger or

consolidation not occurred.
§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




