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ordered printed, and when printed to be coomitted to the Committee on
Transportation -- conmttee discharged, bill anended, ordered

reprinted as amended and recomritted to said committee

AN ACT to anend the vehicle and traffic law, in relation to certain
equi pnent  violations and fines; and to amend the executive law, in
relation to requiring police vehicles to be equipped wth a decibel
reader

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 31 and 32 of section 375 of the vehicle and
traffic law, subdivision 31 as anended by chapter 337 of the |laws of
1971, and subdivision 32 as anended by section 14 of part C of chapter
62 of the laws of 2003, are anmended to read as foll ows:

31. Mifflers and exhaust systens. Prevention of noise. Every notor
vehi cl e, operated or driven upon the highways of the state, shall at al
times be equipped with an adequate nuffler and exhaust system in
constant operation and properly nmaintained to prevent any [execessive—or
whusdal] noi se which exceeds the maxinum all owable sound level limts
prescribed in section three hundred eighty-six of this title or through
local law, rule, or regulation in relation to notor vehicles and notor-
cycles, and no such nuffler or exhaust system shall be equi pped with a
cut-out, bypass, or simlar device. No person shall nodify the muffler
or exhaust systemof a notor vehicle in a manner which will anplify or
increase the noise emtted by the notor or exhaust system of such vehi-
cle above that emtted by the nuffler or exhaust systemoriginally
installed on the vehicle and such original muffler and exhaust system
shall comply with all the requirenents of this section. Provided that
the anmendnents nmade by the chapter of the laws of two thousand twenty-
one which anended this subdivision shall not nodify or otherw se affect

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old lawto be onmitted
LBD01833-02-1



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

S. 784--A 2

existing inspection prograns for notor trucks or buses pursuant to the
rules and requlations of the comnm ssioner, conm ssioner of transporta-

tion, or conm ssioner of environnental conservation, including wthout
limtation articles nineteen-A and nineteen-B of this chapter or nodify
or otherwi se affect existing applicable noise limts or nuffler and

exhaust requirenents.

A muffler is a device consisting of a series of chanbers or baffle
pl ates, or other nechani cal design for the purpose of receiving exhaust
gas froman internal conmbustion engine, and effective in reducing noise.

An exhaust systemis a series of nechanical devices for the purpose of
receiving exhaust gas froman internal conbustion engine and expelling
it into the atnosphere.

32. The violation of any of the provisions of this section wth
respect to adequate brakes except those relating to energency or hand
brakes shall constitute a m sdeneanor and the violation of any of the
other provisions of this section, including those relating to enmergency
or hand brakes, shall be punishable by a fine not exceeding one hundred
fifty dollars or by inprisonnent for not exceeding thirty days, or by
both such fine and inprisonnent, except as herein otherw se provided. A
violation of subdivision thirty-one of this section shall be subject to
a fine of one thousand dollars or by inprisonnent not exceeding thirty
days, or by both such fine and inprisonnent.

8§ 2. Par agraph (a) of subdivision 1 and subdivision 13 of section
381 of the vehicle and traffic |aw, paragraph (a) of subdivision 1 as
anmended by chapter 590 of the laws of 1970, subdivision 13 as added by
chapter 61 of the Iaws of 1989, are amended to read as foll ows:

(a) Every notorcycle, driven upon the public highways of this state,
shall be provided with adequate brakes in good working order and suffi-
cient to control such notorcycle at all tinmes, when the same is in use,
a suitable and adequate bell, horn or other device for signaling, one
red to amber stop lanmp and shall, whenever such notorcycle is being
oper ated upon the public highways of the state, display one lighted | anp
in front and one on the rear, or, when such notorcycle is operated with
a passenger or other truck attached to the side or front two such |[|anps
on the front and one on the rear; and in all cases the |anps on a notor-
cycle shall include a red light visible fromthe rear. The rays of such
rear |lanmp shall shine upon the nunber plate carried on the rear of such
motorcycle in such manner as to render the nunerals thereon visible for
at least fifty feet in the direction from which the notorcycle is
proceeding. The |light of the front |lanp or lanmps shall be visible at
| east two hundred feet in the direction in which the nmptorcycle is
proceeding. Every such notorcycle shall have a suitable muffler or
device to prevent unnecessary noi se from exhaust gases, and the use of
so-called "cut-outs" is prohibited, provided that such nuffler or device
shall at a mninmum prevent unnecessary noise from exceeding the maxi num
all onabl e sound level limts prescribed in section three hundred eight-
y-six of this title or through local law_rule, or regulation in
relation to notorcycles.

13. A violation of any of the provisions of this section shall be
puni shable by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars or by inprison-
ment for not exceeding thirty days, or by both such fine and inprison-
ment. Provided, however, that a violation of subdivision one, eleven or
twelve of this section or with respect to unnecessary noise shall be
puni shable by a fine not exceeding one thousand dollars or by inprison-
ment not exceeding thirty days, or by both such fine and inprisonnent.
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8§ 3. Section 835 of the executive law is anmended by adding a new
subdi vision 11 to read as foll ows:

11. "Decibel reader" shall refer to a neasuring instrunent used to
assess noise or sound levels by nmeasuring sound pressure and which
expresses such level in the unit of a decibel (dB)

8§ 4. The executive law is anended by adding a new section 837-wto
read as fol |l ows:

8§ 837-w. Decibel readers. Every police departnent in this state, as
such term is defined in section eight hundred thirty-seven-c of this
article, shall, subject to appropriation or upon the police departnent's
deternmination that sufficient resources are available, equip all police
vehicles within their departnent with a decibel reader, as such termis
defined in subdivision eleven of section eight hundred thirty-five of
this article.

§ 5. This act shall take effect on the first of April next succeeding
the date on which it shall have become a |law. Effective i mediately, the
addi tion, amendnent and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary
for the inplenentation of this act on its effective date are authorized
to be made and conpl eted on or before such effective date.




