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STATE OF NEW YORK

7722

| N SENATE

January 7, 2022

Introduced by Sen. COWIE -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmtted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend a chapter of the laws of 2021 directing the public
service commission to study the feasibility and the costs of burying
all or nost of the electrical, telephone and internet transm ssion
lines in New York state and to publish and deliver a report of its
findings to the governor and the |legislature, and requiring new elec-
trical, telephone and internet transm ssion lines to be buried under-
ground, as proposed in legislative bills nunmbers S. 4186-A and A
2330-A, in relation to directing the New York state department of
public service to study the feasibility and the costs of relocating
underground all or nost of the existing, above-ground electrica
distribution |lines, telephone Iines and internet transmi ssion |ines

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Sections 1 and 2 of a chapter of the |laws of 2021 directing
the public service conmission to study the feasibility and the costs of
burying all or nost of the electrical, telephone and internet trans-
mssion lines in New York state and to publish and deliver a report of
its findings to the governor and the legislature, and requiring new
electrical, telephone and internet transmission lines to be buried
underground, as proposed in legislative bills nunbers S.4186-A and A
2330-A, are anended to read as foll ows:

Section 1. [+&H=—Fhe—rpubecservicercommssion——shall—rconduct o—studyto

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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epergy—comrttee—-] The New York state departnent of public service
("departnent"), in cooperation with the New York state energy research
and devel opnent authority ("authority"), shall conduct a study to
analyze the feasibility of relocating underground all or nost of the
existing. above-ground electrical distribution lines, telephone 1lines
and internet transmssion lines in the state (collectively, "trans-
mssion lines") of (1) entities that are subject to the jurisdiction of
the public service commssion ("jurisdictional entities"), (2) the Long
I sl and power authorit and (3) cable and broadband providers. The stud

shall include but need not be linited to consideration of the follow ng
i ssues:

a. potential constraints to and opportunities for relocating trans-
m ssion lines underground and how such potential constraints can be
addr essed;

b. potential adverse and beneficial inpacts associated with relocating

transmi ssion lines underground and how such potential inpacts can be
mtigated or facilitated;
c. estimated costs of relocating transnission lines underground,

presented on a statewide basis and in any other formthe departnent
deternines presents useful infornation;

d. estinmated cost inpacts on ratepayers of relocating transm ssion
lines underground, including an estimate of the cost per utility custom
er to the extent such estimate can be nmade, presented on a statew de
basis and in any other formthe departnment determines presents useful
information;

e. costs to wutilities, providers, businesses and residents (e.q..
repair, nmintenance) that could be avoided by relocating transm ssion
| i nes underground;

f. job sector inpacts associated with relocation projects, including
potential job creation that nmay be practically projected; and

g. estimated tinelines associated with relocation projects presented
by region/area.

2. The departnent is hereby authorized to request and obtain from
jurisdictional entities all data, analyses and other information that it
deternmines in consultation with the authority is necessary to support
the study.

8 3. Wthin eighteen nonths of the effective date of this act., the
departnent shall

(1) publish a report of its findings on its website in a location

accessible to the public; and
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(2) deliver a copy of the report to the governor, the tenporary presi-
dent of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the chair of the senate
energy and teleconmunications committee and the chair of the assenbly
energy comrittee.

8 4. All state agencies and state public authorities are authorized to
provide the departnent and authority with informati on and ot her assi st-
ance that is necessary to conplete the study called for in section one
of this act. The Long Island power authority is authorized to allocate a
proportional anmpunt of funding for the cost of the study, based on the
Long Island power authority's percentage of statewide energy l|load as

deterni ned by the departnent.

8 [2-] 5. This act shall take effect imediately.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the same date and in the same
manner as a chapter of the laws of 2021 directing the public service
conm ssion to study the feasibility and the costs of burying all or nost
of the electrical, telephone and internet transmssion lines in New York
state and to publish and deliver a report of its findings to the gover-
nor and the legislature, and requiring new electrical, telephone and
internet transmission lines to be buried underground, as proposed in
legislative bills nunbers S. 4186-A and A 2330-A, takes effect.



