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STATE OF NEW YORK

7400

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

Sept eber 24, 2021

Introduced by Sen. RATH -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the agriculture and markets law, in relation to pollina-
tor protection

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Legislative findings. The legislature finds that the
protection of pollinators, including both wild pollinators and nanaged
bees, is of critical inportance to the environnent and to all agricul-
tural industries in the state. To address the | osses of managed pollina-
tor col oni es observed by beekeepers in the early part of this century,
the departnment of agriculture and narkets and the departnent of environ-
mental conservation adopted the New York state pollinator protection
plan in June, 2016, with the goal of developing a plan for New York
state to protect, conserve and increase pollinators in the state. The
New York state pollinator protection plan identifies best managenent
practices, habitat enhancenent projects, research, and outreach and
education as critical to reversing declining pollinator populations. The
pl an i ncreases awareness of the health issues chall enging the pollinator
community anong all parties that interface wth pollinators. The New
York state pollinator protection plan recognizes that the single great-
est threat to pollinators are the diseases that currently exist anong
the bee population, and control of those diseases is the best renedy to
address a decline in pollinator popul ati ons. However, the New York state
pol linator protection plan also outlines better ways of doing business
for those entities engaged in activities that can affect pollinator
viability, as well as ways to enhance and create habitats to support and
i ncrease New York's pollinator population. The New York state pollinator
protection plan achieves that goal through the devel opnment and reconmen-
dation of best nanagenent practices for all sectors of the agricultura
i ndustry that nmnage and use pollinators, and all other parties whose
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activities may inpact pollinators. This legislation will provide addi-
tional guidance to all parties who may inpact pollinators on actions
that nust be taken to preserve and protect New York's pollinator popu-
| ation.
§ 2. Article 15-A of the agriculture and markets law i s renunbered
article 15-B and a new article 15-A is added to read as foll ows:
ARTICLE 15-A
POLLI NATOR PROTECTI ON AND NANAGENMENT
Section 175-e. Definitions.
175-f. Use of best mamnagenent practices.
175-9. Communi cation regarding pollinators.
175-h. Best nmmnagenent practices for elinminating insecticide
dust .
175-i. Public access to infornation.

175-j. Updating best nmanagenent practices.

175-k. Rules and regqgul ations.
8 175-e. Definitions. Wien used in this article:

1. "Pollinator protection plan" shall nean the plan entitled the "New
York state pollinator protection plan" adopted by the departnent and the
departnent of environnental conservation in June two thousand sixteen,
as updated in June two thousand ei ghteen, Decenber two thousand twenty,
and fromtine to tine thereafter

2. "Best mmnagenent practices" shall nean the nethods and techni ques
used to achieve a desired outcone in an efficient and cost-effective

manner. Best nmanagenent practices in this article shall be consi st ent
with the best managenent practices adopted in the pollinator protection
pl an.

8 175-f. Use of best nmmnagenent practices. Best nanagenent practices,
including those prescribed by an integrated pest managenent program
shall be used by all parties whose activities may inpact pollinators,

including but not limted to beekeepers, contract beekeepers, |andowners

and growers, pesticide users and the executive agencies of the state.
8§ 175-g. Comunication regarding pollinators. Best managenent prac-

tices for pollinator protection shall include the devel opnent of proto-
cols to increase comunication between beekeepers, farners and growers,
and pesticide applicators. The comunication protocols shall include,

but not be linmted to education and outreach to beekeepers, farners and
growers and pesticide applicators, and the best managenent practices
shall require that specific comunications be enployed to share infornma-
tion about pollinators anong those parties.

8 175-h. Best manhagenent practices for elinmnating insecticide dust.
On or before January first, two thousand twenty-two, the departnment., in
consultation with the departnent of environnental conservation and New
York state's land grant university, shall devel op best nmnagenent prac-
tices for mninmzing the airborne liberation of insecticide dust from
seeds coated or treated with an insecticide and mtigating the effects
of such dust on pollinators. Such best practices shall include, but not
be limted to:

1. nmethods to nmininm ze such dust when treated seeds are dispensed from
a seed bag into seed planter equipnent:;

2. quidance on the positioning of the vacuum system di scharge of seed
pl anter equipnment to direct such discharge towards the soil

3. tine franes for the nowing of flowering vegetation |ocated next to
crop fields;

4. identification of weather conditions that mninmze drift of such
dust; and
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5. suggestions for the use of seed lubricants to effectively nmnimze
the drift of such dust.

8 175-i. Public access to infornmation. Best managenent practices
devel oped in accordance with this article shall be available to the
individuals required to use such best managenent practices, and to the
general public, on the departnent's website within thirty days of the
adoption of such best nanagenent practices.

175-j. Updatin best manhagenent ractices. In every update of the
pollinator protection plan, the plan's best nmanagenent practices shal
be reviewed and updated to take into account new research and i nforna-
tion on pollinators and the evolution of new strategies for inproving
pollinator health. If there is no update of the pollinator protection
plan in a five-year period, the best nmanagenent practices shall be
reviewed and updated in the sanme manner in which updates of the pollina-
tor protection plan are devel oped. The conm ssioner and the conmm ssioner
of environnental conservation shall consult, as needed., with New York
state's land grant university when updating the pollinator protection
pl an.

8 175-k. Rules and requlations. The conmissioner is hereby authorized
to adopt, pronulgate and i ssue such rules and requlations as the conm s-
sioner may deem necessary to carry out and give full force and effect to
the provisions of this article.

§ 3. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall
have becone a | aw.




