OCoO~NOUIRA,WNPEF

STATE OF NEW YORK

7276

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

July 7, 2021

Introduced by Sen. WEIK -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Rul es

AN ACT to anmend the civil rights law, in relation to requiring certain
healthcare facilities to develop plans to provi de reasonabl e accomo-
dations for service aninals

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 47-b of the civil rights aw is amended by adding a
new subdi vision 8 to read as foll ows:

8. FEach hospital or healthcare facility that provides energency
services shall develop a plan to provide a reasonable accommbdation for
service aninals brought into such facility during an energency or any
tinme that a patient needs nedical treatnent and such service aninal
cannot be with such patient. Such reasonabl e accommodati on shal
include, but not be linmted to, a space or area to house such service
animal until such tine as a famly nenber, designated person, or service
ani mal agency can collect such service aninmal or such service aninal can
be reunited with the patient at the hospital or healthcare facility. For
purposes of this subdivision, "service animal" shall nean any ani nal
that has been partnered with a person who has a disability and has been
trained or is being trained, by a qualified person, to aid or guide a
person with a disability.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a | aw

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is old law to be omtted.
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