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STATE OF NEW YORK

S. 6993 A 7744

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

SENATE - ASSEMBLY

May 21, 2021

I N SENATE -- Introduced by Sen. KENNEDY -- read tw ce and ordered print-
ed, and when printed to be committed to the Conmittee on Transporta-
tion

IN ASSEMBLY -- Introduced by M of A McMAHON -- read once and referred
to the Committee on Transportation

AN ACT to anend part FF of chapter 55 of the laws of 2017 relating to
nmotor vehicles equipped w th autononobus vehicle technol ogy, in
relation to denonstrations and tests conducted by the University at
Buffal o

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivision a of section 1 of part FF of chapter 55 of the
| aws of 2017, relating to notor vehicles equi pped with autononous vehi-
cle technology, as anended by section 1 of part H of chapter 58 of the
| aws of 2018, is anmended to read as foll ows:

a. Notwi thstanding the provisions of section 1226 of the vehicle and
traffic law, the New York state conmissioner of notor vehicles may
approve denonstrations and tests consisting of the operation of a notor
vehicle equipped wth autononobus vehicle technology while such notor
vehicle is engaged in the use of such technology on public highways
within this state for the purposes of denpnstrating and assessing the
current devel opnent of autononous vehicle technol ogy and to begin iden-
tifying potential inpacts of such technol ogy on safety, traffic control
traffic enforcenent, energency services, and such other areas as nmay be
identified by such conmi ssioner. Provided, however, that such denon-
strations and tests not conducted by the University at Buffalo shal
only take place under the direct supervision of the New York state
police, in a formand manner prescribed by the superintendent of the New
York state police. Additionally, a |law enforcement interaction plan
shal |l be included as part of the denonstration and test application that

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] isoldlawto be omtted
LBDO7803- 03- 1



OCOO~NOUIRWNPEF

S. 6993 2 A 7744

includes information for |aw enforcenent and first responders regarding
how to interact with such a vehicle in enmergency and traffic enforcenent

situations. Such denonstrations and tests shall take place in a manner
and form prescribed by the conmi ssioner of notor vehicles including, but
not limted to: a requirement that a natural person holding a valid

Iicense for the operation of the motor vehicle's class be present within
such vehicle for the duration of the tine it is operated on public high-
ways; a requirement that the notor vehicle wutilized in such denon-
strations and tests conplies with all applicable federal notor vehicle
safety standards and New York state notor vehicle inspection standards;
and a requirenent that the notor vehicle utilized in such denpnstrations
and tests has in place, at a mnimum financial security in the anmpunt
of five mllion dollars. Provided further that denpnstrations and tests
conducted by the University at Buffalo shall only take place under the
supervision of the Erie county sheriff, University at Buffalo canpus
police, and/or town of Anmherst police, with supervision, future testing
zones authorized and minimumfinancial security levels subject to the
consent of the department of transportation and town of Amherst. Nothing
in this act shall authorize the nmotor vehicle utilized in such denon-
strations and tests to operate in violation of article 22 or title 7 of
the vehicle and traffic |aw, excluding section 1226 of such | aw.

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmediately, provided, however, that
t he amendnments to subdivision a of section 1 of part FF of chapter 55 of
the laws of 2017 nmade by section one of this act shall not affect the
repeal of such subdivision and shall be deened to repeal therewith




