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STATE OF NEW YORK

6955

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 20, 2021

Introduced by Sens. SERINO JORDAN -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Mental Health

AN ACT to anend the nmental hygiene law, in relation to the "First
Responder Peer Support Program Act”

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be <cited as the "First
Responder Peer Support Program Act".

8§ 2. The nmental hygiene law is amended by adding a new section 7.49 to
read as foll ows:

8 7.49 First responder peer support program

(a) For the purposes of this section, the following terns shall have
the foll owi ng neani ngs:

1. "The progrant shall nean the "first responder peer support progrant
established by this section.

2. "Eligible entities" shall nean an entity which subnmits to the
commi ssioner an application, in a formprescribed by the conm ssi oner
containing such information and assurances as the conm ssioner nay
require to provide initial and continued training in nental illness,
including but not limted to suicide prevention, for first responder
peer vol unteers.

(b) The conmmissioner shall, subject to appropriation, establish a
grant programto be known as the "first responder peer support progrant.
The program shall provide grants, wth appropriations therefor, to

eligible entities for the purpose of establishing peer-to-peer nental
health prograns for first responders.

(c) The conmissioner shall establish standards applicable to the
program Such standards shall include, but not be linmted to, initia
and continued training for first responder peer volunteers, admnistra-
tive staffing needs, and best practices for addressing the needs of each
first responder served.

EXPLANATI ON- - Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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(d) The conmm ssioner shal

not require the recipient of any grant

under this section to

nai ntain

records on

first

responders

seeki ng

support or report any

personal identifying information directly or indi-

rectly to the commi ssi oner.

8§ 3. This act shal

t ake effect

i mredi atel y.



