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STATE OF NEW YORK

6851

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 19, 2021

Introduced by Sen. LIU -- read tw ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Investigati ons and Govern-
ment Qperations

AN ACT to anmend the tax law, in relation to authorizing the use of an
el ectronic signature by a person granted a power of attorney by a
taxpayer with respect to docunents subnmitted to the New York state
departnent of taxation and finance and the New York city departnent of
finance

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Section 171-k of the tax law, as anended by section 11 of
part O of chapter 55 of the laws of 2012, is anmended to read as foll ows:

§ 171-k. Electronic signature. (1) If any return or report relating to
a tax, fee or other inposition adninistered by the comr ssioner is
aut hori zed by the conmissioner to be filed electronically, then such
return or report shall be signed electronically consistent with the
provisions of article three of the state technology Ilaw provided,
however, that if the commissioner determnes that electronic signatures
that are used by the federal internal revenue service in tax admnis-
tration are not consistent with the provisions of article three of the
state technol ogy | aw, then the comni ssioner, after conferring with the
office of information technol ogy services, may prescribe the manner and
formof electronic signature on any such return or report. Such el ec-
tronic signature shall conform to the extent practicable, with el ec-
tronic signatures that are used by the federal internal revenue service
The use of such an electronic signature shall have the sane validity and
effect as the use of a signature affixed by hand.

(2) Any person who has been authorized pursuant to a valid power of
attorney form administered by the department and the New York city
departnent of finance ("POA-1 Forni') that pernits a taxpayer to bestow
authority on such person so that such person can lawfully act on the
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taxpayer's behalf as the taxpayer's representative before either of the
departnents may sign any docunent utilized by the departnent or the New
York city departnent of finance electronically consistent wth the
provisions of article three of the state technology law. Unl ess specif-
ically provided otherwise by law, such electronic signature may be used
in lieu of a signature affixed by hand. The use of an electronic signa-
ture shall have the sanme validity and effect as the use of a signature
affixed by hand. A verified electronic signature shall also be deened to
be acknow edged, when required by |aw.

8 2. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after
it shall have becone a |law. Effective i mediately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be nmade and
conpl eted on or before such date.




