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STATE OF NEW YORK

6836

2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

May 19, 2021

Introduced by Sen. ADDABBO -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Racing, Gaming and Wager-
i ng

AN ACT to anend the racing, pari-nmutuel wagering and breeding law, in
relation to horsenen's health, welfare, pension and adninistrative
benefits for harness racing licensees in the absence of contractua
obl i gati ons

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subparagraph (ii) of paragraph a of subdivision 1 of
section 318 of the racing, pari-nmutuel wagering and breeding |aw, as
anmended by chapter 243 of the laws of 2020, is anended to read as
fol | ows:

(ii) except as otherwi se provided in this paragraph an anount equal to
six and eight-tenths percent of the total pool resulting from on-track
regul ar bets, an amount equal to seven and ninety-five one hundredths
percent of the total pool resulting from on-track nultiple bets, an
amount equal to ten and one-half percent of the total pool resulting
fromon-track exotic bets, an anount equal to fifteen and one-half
percent of the total daily pool resulting fromon-track super exotic
bets shall be used exclusively for purses, of which an anmount of not
|l ess than ninety percent shall be used exclusively for purses for over-
ni ght races conducted by such association or corporation. Such anmounts
may be reduced upon an application approved by the comission and an
agreenment between the |icensed harness racing corporation or association
and the representative horsenen's organi zation as a condition to reduce
the ampunts of retained percentages as provided for in this section.
However, of the total anpbunt available for purses, an anount as deter-
m ned by contractual obligations between an organi zati on representing at
|l east fifty-one percent of the owners and trainers using the facilities
of such association or corporation for racing, training or stabling
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purposes and the association or corporation, or in the absence of a
contract between the licensed harness racing corporation or association
and the representative horsenen's organi zation, the state ganing conm s-
sion shall as a condition of racing require an association or corpo-
ration to withhold eight percent of all purses and to pay such sum to
the horsenen's organization quarterly which shall be used for the adm n-
i strative purposes of said organization and for such wel fare and nedi cal
plans for regularly enployed backstretch enpl oyees principally enpl oyed
at the facilities of such corporation or association as provided by said
organi zati on, provided, however, that eligibility for benefits in such
plans shall not be conditioned upon nmenbership in such organi zation by
any enpl oyee or enployer thereof, and any denial of eligibility for
benefits in such plans which, wupon investigation and review by the
conmi ssion, is deternmined to have resulted froma person, firm associ-
ation, corporation or organization knowi ngly aiding in or pernmitting
eligibility for benefits being conditioned upon nenmbership in such
organi zation shall subject such organization to the penalties inposed
under sections three hundred ten and three hundred twenty-one of this
article but the ratio between the amounts actually expended for such
wel fare and nedi cal plans and the cost actually incurred in admnister-
ing such welfare and nmedical plans for fiscal years of such corporation
or association, on or after July twenty-fourth, nineteen hundred eight-

y-one, shall not be less than the ratio between such anounts actually
expended and such costs actually incurred for the fiscal year inmediate-
Iy prior to such date. Such organization shall annually on or before

July first certify to the conmission that it represents at least fifty-
one percent of such owners and trainers and provide copies of such
certification to such association or corporation. Any other organization
claimng to represent at |l|east fifty-one percent of such owners and
trainers may file a challenge with the conm ssion within fifteen days of
such original certification. The comm ssion shall exam ne such cl ai mand
may undertake studies and conduct hearings to deternmine the validity of
such claim Wthin sixty days of receiving such chall enge and based
upon the findings of such studies and hearings, the comission shal
render a decision on the validity of such claimand advi se such organ-
i zations and association or <corporation of its determnation. Upon
recei pt of such original certification by such organization, the associ-
ation or corporation shall nake such payments to said organi zati on and,
in the event of a challenge brought to any other organization, such
paynents shall continue to be made until such tinme as the conm ssion
renders its decision on such chall enge; and
8 2. This act shall take effect inmediately.



