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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 29, 2021

Introduced by Sens. JORDAN, BORRELLO -- read tw ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on El ections

AN ACT to anmend the election law, in relation to requirenents for first
tinme voters

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly., do enact as follows:

Section 1. The election law is anended by adding a new section 8-303-a
to read as foll ows:

8 8-303-a. Voter identification for first tine voters. 1. Applicabil-
ity. EFach board of elections, in a uniformand nondi scrimnatory nanner,
shall require a voter to neet the requirenments of subdivision two of
this section if the individual has not previously voted in an election
for local, state or federal office.

2. Requirenents. (a) In general. An individual neets the requirenents
of this subdivision if the individual:

(1) in the case of an individual who votes in person presents to the
appropriate election inspector, clerk or coordinator a current and valid
United States passport, New York state issued REAL ID. New York state
Enhanced I D, social security card, birth certificate, or nationalization

papers; or
(2) in the case of an individual who votes by mail, subnmits in the

outer envelope with the envel ope containing the ballot a copy of a
current and valid United States passport, New York state issued REAL ID
New York state Enhanced ID, social security card, birth certificate, or
nationalization papers.

(b) Fail-safe voting. (1) An individual who is attenpting to vote in
person, but who does not nmeet the requirenents of this subdivision, nay
cast an affidavit ballot, and notwithstanding this section of law, such
affidavit ballot shall be duly cast and counted, even though such indi-
vidual does not neet the requirenents of subparagraph one of paragraph
(a) of this subdivision, provided such individual casting such ballot is
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an otherwi se eligible voter pursuant to law, provided further that such

ball ot otherwi se conplies with the requirenents of | aw

(2) An individual who is attenpting to vote by mail but who does not
neet the requirenents of paragraph (a) of this subdivision my cast such

ballot by mail and such ballot shall be duly cast and counted. notwi th-
standing this section. provided the voter is determned to be an eliqi-
ble voter, provided further that such ballot otherw se conplies with the
requirenents of |aw

8§ 2. This act shall take effect inmmediately.




