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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 27, 2021

Introduced by Sen. BROOKS -- read twice and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on Transportation -- conmit-
tee discharged, bill amended, ordered reprinted as anmended and recom
mtted to said conmittee

AN ACT to anend the highway law, in relation to establishing a highway
safety corridor on the Southern State Parkway | ocated in Long Island
and to maki ng conform ng changes; and to amend the vehicle and traffic
law, in relation to additional penalties and mi sdeneanors for traffic
infractions committed within a safety corridor

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Article 13 of the highway law is redesignated article 15
and sections 350, 351, 351-a, 352, 353 and 354 are renunbered sections
400, 401, 402, 403, 404 and 405.

8 2. The highway law is anmended by adding a new article 13 to read as
foll ows:

ARTICLE 13
H GHWAY SAFETY CORRI DORS

Section 375. Statenent of intent.

375-a. Definitions.

375-b. Safety corridors; engineering investigation and desig-

nati on required.

375-c. Traffic signs.

375-d. Report.

§ 375. Statenent of intent. The legislature hereby finds that the
Southern State Parkway is one of the nost dangerous parkways in the
country, and that additional legislative action isS necessary to increase
public safety. Construction of the Southern State Parkway began in nine-
teen hundred twenty-five, after being designed by Robert Mses. Portions
of the parkway opened to traffic nearly a century ago, in nineteen
hundred twenty-seven. As reported in the departnent of transportation's

EXPLANATI ON--Matter in italics (underscored) is new, matter in brackets
[-] is oldlawto be omtted.
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Southern State Parkway Signage and Ranp Configuration study on w ong-way
driving, it is nowone of Long Island's busiest roads, accommpdating
upwards of two hundred thousand vehicles per day traveling at speeds
exceeding sixty-five mles per hour. Wile the departnent and federa

governnment have invested significantly in driver warning treatnents,
nmai nt enance, and other infrastructure inprovenents in recent years,
there have been at |east seven wong-way driver crashes over the past
ten years, as well as nore than seventeen hundred crashes and nore than
a dozen fatalities over the past two vears, leading to the Southern
State Parkways being regarded as one of the npbst dangerous state park-
ways in the United States. Many of the studies and police reports indi-
cate that these crashes and fatalities are related to driver behavior.
Based on the findings after reviewing studies and current infrastructure
projects, it is therefore the intent of the legislature to enact this
article to inprove safety in targeted high crash locations by authoriz-
ing the Southern State Parkway or portions thereof to be designated as a
hi ghway safety corridor wherein notorists would be subject to increased
levels of police enforcenent and increased penalties for safety-related
novi ng violations.

8 375-a. Definitions. As used in this article, the following terns
shall have the follow ng neanings:

1. "H ghway safety corridor” or "corridor" neans the portion or
portions of a roadway determned by a traffic study to be identified as
a corridor for purposes of placing additional signage, increasing police
presence, and increasing penalties available for the purpose of elimn-
nating or reducing unsafe driver behaviors. Provided further that such

corridor shall be limted to the Southern State Parkway or portions of
such parkway contained therein.
2. "Manual on uniformtraffic control devices" or "MJUTCD' shall nean

the manual and specifications for a uniformsystemof traffic contro
devices maintained by the comm ssioner pursuant to section sixteen
hundred eighty of the vehicle and traffic | aw

8 375-b. Safety corridors; engineering investigation and designation
required. The conmissioner is hereby authorized to designate a corridor
or corridors as described in section three hundred seventy-five-a of
this article as a highway safety corridor, in which which any violation
of title seven of the vehicle and traffic law or any local law ordi-
nance, order rule or regulation nade by local authorities in relation to
traffic commtted within the corridor is subject to increased penalties
in accordance wth sections eighteen hundred-a and ei ghteen hundred
one-a of the vehicle and traffic law. The commissioner shall only be
enpowered to designate such a corridor or corridors after conpleting:

1. A crash analysis of candidate corridor locations that indicates
that, for the preceding five years, crashes and other indicators rel ated
to targeted driving behaviors exceeds thresholds for the nunber of cras-
hes or the rate of crashes and other indicators for conparable roadways
or roadway portions as determ ned by the departnent.

2. Acertification that the corridor neets the geonetric requirenents
needed to allow for safe patrolling by |aw enforcenent officers as well
as suitable shoulders and roadway space available for |aw enforcenent to
nake traffic stops.

3. A certification that the corridor has adequate space and right of
way for the installation of the traffic signs specified in this article.

4. Awitten agreement fromlaw enforcenment agencies responsible for
highway patrol along the corridor to provide increased police presence
and enforcenent within the limts of the safety corridor
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8 375-c. Traffic signs. Increased penalties in accordance wth the
schedul e established in sections eighteen hundred-a and ei ght een hundred
one-a of the vehicle and traffic law nay not be applied in a safety
corridor unless a sign reading "SAFETY CORRI DOR- FI NES DOUBLED' and i ndi -
cating the distance for which the increased penalties apply is posted

and a sign reading "END FINES DOUBLED CORRIDOR' is posted at the end of
each highway safety corridor. The commi ssioner shall install such

signage giving notice to approaching notor vehicle operators that they
are entering or exiting a highway safety corridor, in confornmance with
standards established in the nmanual on uniformtraffic control devices.

8 375-d. Report. If the conmmissioner establishes a highway safety
corridor or corridors, the conm ssioner shall report to the governor,
the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly
within one vyear of the effective date of this article, and by January
first each year thereafter on the inplementation of this program Such
report shall include:

1. the locations where and dates when a highway safety corridor were
est abl i shed;

2. the aggregate nunber, type and severity of crashes, fatalities,
infjuries and property danage reported within all parkways in the state,
to the extent the infornation is nmaintained by the conmissioner or the
departnent of notor vehicles of this state;

3. the aggregate nunber, type and severity of crashes, fatalities,
injuries and property danmage reported within all highway safety corri-
dors in the state, to the extent the information is nmaintained by the
conm ssioner or the departnent of notor vehicles of this state;

4. to the extent the infornation is naintained by the conm ssioner or
the departnent of notor vehicles of this state, the nunber of violations
of any section of title seven of the vehicle and traffic [aw or any
local law, ordinance, order rule or reqgulation made by |ocal authorities
in relation to traffic commtted within all parkways in the state;

5. to the extent the information is nmaintained by the conm ssioner or
the departnent of nmotor vehicles of this state, the nunber of violations
of any section of title seven of the vehicle and traffic [aw or any
local law, ordinance, order rule or regulation nade by |ocal authorities
in relation to traffic commtted within all highway safety corridors in
the state;

6. the nunber of violations adjudicated and the results of such adju-
di cations including breakdowns of dispositions made for violations in
hi ghway safety corridors in the state, to the extent the information is
nai ntai ned by the comni ssioner or the departnent of notor vehicles of
this state;

7. the total ampunt of revenue realized by the state in connection
with the program

8. the expenses incurred by the state in connection with the program
and

9. an itemzed |list of expenditures made by the state on safety corri-
dor projects in accordance with sections eighteen hundred-a and ei ghteen
hundred one-a of the vehicle and traffic |aw

§ 3. Section 401 of the highway |aw, as renunbered by section one of
this act, is anended to read as fol |l ows:

8 401. Saving clause. The repeal of a law, as specified in section
[ Hh+ee—hundred—and—tifity—three] four hundred four of this article shal
not affect or inpair any contract, or any act done, or right accruing,
accrued or acquired or any penalty, forfeiture, or punishnent incurred
prior to the time when this chapter or any section thereof takes effect,
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under or by virtue of the laws so repealed, but the same my be
asserted, enforced, prosecuted, or inflicted, as fully and to the sane
extent, as if such laws had not been repeal ed.

8 4. Section 402 of the highway | aw, as added by chapter 506 of the
| aws of 1936 and as renunbered by section one of this act, is anmended to
read as foll ows:

§ 402. Effect of amendnents to and repeals of provisions of the former
hi ghway law. 1. An act of the legislature of the year nineteen hundred
thirty-six which, in form anends or repeals or purports to amend or
repeal any provision or provisions of the former highway Ilaw shall be
legally effective notwi thstanding the repeal of such former highway |aw
by section [three—hundred—FHfty-three] four hundred four of this
article, and shall be construed as an anendnent or repeal, as the case
may be, of the corresponding provision or provisions of this chapter
irrespective of whether such provision or provisions are contained in
this chapter in one or nore than one article, section, subdivision or
other part thereof and such correspondi ng provision or provisions shal
be deened anended, nodified, changed or repeal ed as though the sane had
been expressly and in terns so anended or repeal ed.

2. An act of the legislature of the year nineteen hundred thirty-six
whi ch adds or purports to add a new article, section, subdivision or
other provision of lawto the former highway | aw shall be legally effec-
tive notwithstanding the repeal of such fornmer highway |aw by section
[ Hh+ee—hundredFifty—three] four hundred four of this article and shal
be construed as having been added to this chapter and shall be given
full effect according to its context as if the sanme had been added
expressly and in ternms to this chapter and shall be deened to have been
inserted in this chapter in juxtaposition to and as nodi fying the effect
of the correspondi ng provision or provisions of this chapter.

3. The repeal of such forner highway |law by section [ihee—hundred
HHty-three] four hundred four of this article shall not be construed to
inpair or affect the validity of any act of the |egislature of the year
ni neteen hundred thirty-six relating to highways, roads or Dbridges
because of any reference to or dependency on such former |aw but such
act shall be construed in connection with this chapter as though in
terns and in effect such act referred to or dependent upon this chapter.

8 5. The vehicle and traffic law is anended by adding two new sections
1800-a and 1801-a to read as foll ows:

§ 1800-a. Additional penalties for traffic infractions commtted with-
in a safety corridor. 1. Notw thstanding the provisions of section eigh-
teen hundred of this article and any rule or regulation to the contrary,
every person convicted of a traffic infraction for a violation of any
section of title seven of this chapter or any local law,__ ordinance,
order rule or regulation made by local authorities in relation to traf-
fic commtted within a safety corridor as designated by article thirteen
of the highway |aw shall be subject to a fine that is twice the maxinmum
fine anmpbunt otherw se set forth in this chapter for such infraction.

2. Wth respect to the percentage of fines or penalties paid to the
city, town or village in which the violation giving rise to the liabil-
ity occurred, the portion of the fines or penalties paid that exceed the
maxi mrum fine anmount set forth in this chapter in addition to subdivision
one of this section shall be acconpanied by a statenment in such form and
detail as the conptroller shall provide and paid by the conptroller to
the general fund. Wth respect to the percentage of additional fines or
penalties paid to the general fund pursuant to subdivision one of this
section, one hundred percent shall be dedicated to departnent of trans-
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portation safety corridor projects after deducting the expenses neces-
sary to admi nister such program provided, however, that such funds
provided pursuant to this subdivision shall be payable on the audit and
warrant of the conptroller and shall only be used to supplenent and not
supplant current expenditures of state funds on safety corridor

projects. For purposes of this subdivision, "safety corridor projects"
shall apply to safety corridors designated by article thirteen of the
highway law and shall include, but not be limted to, increased police

presence, inspection and inplenmentation of safety corridor design, min-
tenance, and traffic plans and markings. enforcenent efforts, and radar
speed display signs.

8 1801-a. Additional penalties for msdeneanors conmitted within a
safety corridor. 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of section eighteen
hundred one of this article and any rule or regulation to the contrary,
every person convicted of a m sdeneanor for a violation of any section
of title seven of this chapter or any local |law, ordinance, order rule
or regulation made by local authorities in relation to traffic committed
within a safety corridor as designated by article thirteen of the high-
way |law shall be subject to a fine that is twice the nmaxi numfine anpunt
otherwi se set forth in this chapter for such ni sdeneanor

2. Wth respect to the percentage of fines or penalties paid to the
city, town or village in which the violation giving rise to the [liabil-
ity occurred, the portion of the fines or penalties paid that exceed the
maxi num fine anount set forth in this chapter in addition to subdivision
one of this section shall be acconpanied by a statenent in such form and
detail as the conptroller shall provide and paid by the conptroller to
the general fund. Wth respect to the percentage of additional fines or
penalties paid to the general fund pursuant to subdivision one of this
section, one hundred percent shall be dedicated to departnment of trans-
portation safety corridor projects after deducting the expenses neces-
sary to adm nister such program provided, however, that such funds
provided pursuant to this subdivision shall be payable on the audit and
warrant of the conptroller and shall only be used to supplenent and not
suppl ant current expenditures of state funds on safety corridor
projects. For purposes of this subdivision, "safety corridor projects"
shall apply to safety corridors designated by article thirteen of the
hi ghway | aw and shall include, but not be |linmted to, increased police
presence, inspection and inplenentation of safety corridor design. main-
tenance, and traffic plans and markings. enforcenent efforts, and radar
speed display signs.

8§ 6. This act shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth day after
it shall have becone a law. Effective inmedi ately, the addition, anend-
ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the inplenen-
tation of this act onits effective date are authorized to be nade and
conpl eted on or before such date.




