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STATE OF NEW YORK
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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 21, 2021

I ntroduced by Sen. HARCKHAM -- read twi ce and ordered printed, and when
printed to be conmitted to the Committee on Transportation -- reported
favorably fromsaid conmittee, ordered to first and second report,
ordered to a third reading, anmended and ordered reprinted, retaining
its place in the order of third reading

AN ACT to establish the East of Hudson watershed road salt reduction
task force and pilot program and providing for the repeal of such
provi si ons upon expiration thereof

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. 1. There is hereby established an East of Hudson watershed
road salt reduction task force, hereinafter referred to as the "task
force", to conduct a conprehensive review of road salt contam nation and
roadway, parking lot, driveway, and sidewal k managenment best practices
within the East of Hudson watershed. Such task force shall consist of
fourteen nmenbers which shall include the comm ssioner of transportation
or their designee, the conm ssioner of environnental conservation or
their designee, the commissioner of health or their designee, the
comm ssioner of the departnent of environnental protection, or their
desi gnee, and ten other nenbers to be appointed by the governor as
follows: two wupon the recomrendati on of the tenporary president of the
senate, two upon the recomendati on of the speaker of the assenbly, one
upon the recomendation of the minority |eader of the senate, one upon
the recomendation of the mnority |leader of the assenbly, and four
wi thout recommendation from any other person. The appoi nted nenbers of
the task force shall include a representative of |ocal governnents wth-
in the East of Hudson watershed and individuals wth expertise in at
|l east one of the follow ng: civil engineering, hydrol ogy, geol ogy, the
sci ence of road salt contam nation, highway nai ntenance and operations,
and public health. For the purposes of this act, the East of Hudson
wat ershed shall include portions of Dutchess, Putnam and Wstchester
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counties that nmake up the drainage basin for the New York city reservoir
system consistent with the boundaries delineated by geographic infornma-
tion system nmaps created by the departnent of environmental protection.

2. Task force nmenbers shall receive no conpensation for their services
but shall be reinbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred in
the perfornmance of their duties, to the extent funds are appropriated
for such purpose. The conmmi ssioner of environmental conservation and the
comm ssioner of transportation shall serve as joint chairs of the task
force. A nmgjority of the nenbers of the task force shall «constitute a
quorum for the transaction of business or the exercise of any power or
function of the task force. Any vacancies on the task force shall be
filled in the manner provided for in the initial appointnent.

3. The task force shall be authorized to hold public hearings and
neetings, and to consult with any organi zation, educational institution,
or other governnent entity or person, to enable it to acconplish its
duties. To effectuate the purposes of this act, the task force may
request and shall receive fromany departnent, division, board, bureau,
commi ssion or other agency of the state or any state public authority
such assistance to the extent funds are avail able, and any such infornma-
tion and data as will enable the task force to properly carry out its
powers and duties hereunder, provided however that any request for
information and data shall be reasonable in scope and volunme, and
provided further that any and all information received by the task force
from the departnent of transportation shall not be rediscl osed absent
specific authorization by the departnent of transportation.

4. The task force shall undertake a review and assessnment of road salt
contam nation within the East of Hudson watershed and assess current
state, local, and comercial policies and practices with respect to
state and | ocal roadway, parking lot, driveway, and sidewal k nanagenent
in wnter weather within the East of Hudson watershed. This review and
assessnment shall take into consideration the best available science
concerning road salt contam nation and the nature, scope and nagnitude
of associated inpacts to surface and ground waters, public and private
| ands, property and infrastructure. This assessnent shall al so be based
on due consideration of public safety and the safety of the traveling
public.

5. The task force shall prepare and subnit to the governor, the tenpo-
rary president of the senate, the speaker of the assenbly, the chairs of
the senate committees on transportation, environnental conservation and
health, and the <chairs of the assenbly comrittees on transportation,
environmental conservation and health, on or before December first, two
t housand twenty-four, a report containing:

(a) findings of an initial assessnent of the nature, scope and magni -
tude of associated inpacts of road salt on surface and ground waters,
public and private lands, property, health and infrastructure in the

East of Hudson watershed. This assessnent shall include the identifica-
tion of possible sources of salt contam nation;
(b) a review of current state, local, and commercial wi nter road

managenent practices and | evels of service for state and | ocal roadways,
parking lots, driveways, and sidewal ks in the East of Hudson watershed;

(c) recomendations, including consideration of estimate environ-
mental, inplementation, and liability costs for state and | ocal govern-
ments and the public with respect to:

i . enhancenent of w nter road naintenance |levels of service and best
managenent practices and road salt reduction techniques to reduce state
and | ocal roadway, parking lot, driveway, and sidewalk salt contam
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ination of surface and ground waters in the East of Hudson watershed,
wi th due consideration of public safety and the safety of the traveling
public;

ii. reconmendations for rapid response best practices to surface and
ground water contam nation in the East of Hudson watershed, including a
determ nation of cost, with the intent to mnimze inpacts for homeown-
ers to be devel oped in cooperation with the departnent of health and the
departnent of environmental conservation;

iii. establishnment of a training programfor state and local wnter
road maintenance workers and best practices for comercial applications
of road salt used on any surfaces; and

i v. advancenent of a public education canmpaign to inform the public
about road salt contamination and how the public can reduce the need for
road salt;

(d) reconmendations for a publicly accessible record-keepi ng database
systemfor road salt purchases and applications wthin the East of
Hudson wat er shed;

(e) reconmendations for road salt reduction targets for the East of
Hudson wat ershed that may be used to guide the departnent of transporta-
tion, departnent of health, department of environnmental conservation,
| ocal governnents in the East of Hudson watershed and commercial enti-
ties in neasurably reducing sodiumand chloride levels in surface and
ground waters, provided, however, that such targets represent reconmen-
dations that nay be adjusted by the departnment of transportation or
| ocal governnents if the departnent of transportation or |ocal govern-
ments determ ne that adjustnents are necessary to maintain the state and
| ocal roadways in a reasonably safe condition; and

(f) reconmendations for an East of Hudson watershed road salt
reduction pilot programincluding nonitoring and operational plan goals,
objectives, and activities that nay be used as gui dance for a future
pi l ot program subject to appropriation, including:

i. varying application nethods, rates and frequencies with the intent
to neasurably reduce road salt applied to state and |ocal roadways,
parking lots, driveways, and sidewalks wthin the East of Hudson
wat ershed. This shall include test conparisons of applications consist-
ing primarily of abrasives and applications consisting primarily of
dei cers, especially anti-icing and deicing brines;

ii. inplementation of well-established best practices such as cutting
back the canopy where | egal and appropriate, and pre-wetting abrasives
or solid deicers;

iii. use of the best available technology and equi prent for w nter
road managenent;

iv. changes to traffic nanagenent when weat her events make road condi -
tions hazardous;

v. nmonitoring of water quality of surface and ground waters on down-
hill slopes of state and |ocal roadways, parking lots, driveways, and
sidewal ks in the East of Hudson watershed;

vi. nmonitoring of road conditions along state roadways w thin the East
of Hudson wat er shed;

vii. nonitoring of truck operators using post-trip reporting;

viii. tracking of weather-related crash rates on state and | ocal road-
ways within the East of Hudson watershed; and

i X. the conducting of a public education and outreach canpaign to
inform East of Hudson watershed residents and visitors of changes to
wi nter road mai ntenance practices and engaging the public in changing
behavi ors to support road salt reduction efforts.
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8§ 2. 1. The departnent of transportation and the departnment of envi-
ronmental conservation shall review the report of the East of Hudson
watershed road salt reduction task force, established pursuant to
section one of this act, shall conduct water sanpling and anal ysis, and

shall incorporate into a road salt pilot programin the East of Hudson
wat er shed t hose recomendations that, in the discretion of the comms-
sioner of transportation, will not jeopardize the health and safety of

the traveling public and for which an appropriation is available. Such
road salt pilot programshall be established two years after such water
sanmpl ing and anal ysis has been conpleted to establish necessary baseline
data. Local governments in the East of Hudson watershed may review the
report of the East of Hudson watershed road salt reduction task force,
establ i shed pursuant to section one of this act, and nmay incorporate
into a road salt pilot programin their jurisdiction those recomenda-
tions that, in the discretion of the comm ssioner of transportation and
the local governnent, will not jeopardize the health and safety of the
traveling public and for which funding is avail abl e.

2. Followi ng the incorporation of the recommendations into a road salt
pil ot program the departnent of transportation and department of envi-
ronmental conservation shall submt a summary report to the governor,
tenmporary president of the senate, and speaker of the assenbly by August
30, 2026, of the results of such pilot program including the identifi-
cation of effective and ineffective techniques for winter road mainte-
nance and revised | evels of service in the East of Hudson watershed.

8 3. This act shall take effect inmediately and shall expire 5 years
after the pilot program established pursuant to section two of this act
i s conducted when upon such date the provisions of this act shall be
deened repeal ed



