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2021- 2022 Regul ar Sessi ons

| N SENATE

April 15, 2021

Introduced by Sen. REICHLIN-MELNICK -- read twi ce and ordered printed,
and when printed to be conmitted to the Cormittee on El ections

AN ACT to anend the election law, in relation to the exan nation of
voting machines by the state board of elections

The People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem
bly, do enact as foll ows:

Section 1. Subdivisions 1 and 3 of section 7-201 of the election |aw,
as anmended by chapter 181 of the | aws of 2005, are anended to read as
fol | ows:

1. Any person or corporation owning or being interested in any voting
machi ne or systemnay apply to have the state board of el ections exani ne
such machi ne or system Such applicant shall pay to the board before the
exam nation a fee equal to the cost of such exam nation. The state board
of elections shall cause the nachine or systemto be exam ned and a
report of the examination to be nade and filed in the office of the
state board. Such examination shall include a determ nation as to wheth-
er the machine or systemneets the requirenments of section 7-202 of this
title and a thorough review and testing of any electronic or conputer-
i zed features of the machine or system Such report shall state an opin-
ion as to whether the kind of machine or system so exam ned can safely
[and], properly, and securely be wused by voters and |ocal boards of
el ections at elections, under the conditions prescribed in this article
and the requirenents of the federal Help America Vote Act. If the report
states that the machine or systemcan be so used, and the board after
its own exami nation so determ nes, in accordance with subdivision four
of section 3-100 of this chapter, the machine or system [shall] may be
deened approved, and nmachi nes or systens of its kind may be adopted for
use at elections as herein provided. Notw thstanding that a nachine or
system neets the requirenents of section 7-202 of this title, the state
board, in its discretion, may reject the use of such machine or system
on the ground that it is not proper, safe and/or secure. The voting
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machi ne or system shall be exam ned by exam ners or testing |aboratories
to be selected for such purpose by the state board. Each exam ner or
| aboratory shall receive conpensation and expenses for naking an exam
ination and report as to each voting nachine or system exam ned by him
or it. Neither any nmenber of the state board of elections nor any exam
iner or owner or enployee of any testing |aboratory, shall have any
pecuniary interest in any voting nmachine or system Any form of voting
machi ne or system not so approved, cannot be used at any el ection.

3. If at any tine after any machine or system has been approved pursu-
ant to the provisions of subdivision one or two of this section, the
state board of el ections has any reason to believe that such machi ne or
system does not neet all the requirenents for voting machines or systens
set forth in this article, it shall forthwith cause such nmachi ne or
systemto be exam ned again in the nmanner prescribed by subdivision one
of this section. If the opinions in the report of such exani nations do
not state that such machine or systemcan safely [and], properly and

securely be used by voters at elections under the conditions prescribed
by this article, the state board of elections shall forthwith rescind

its approval of such nachine or system After the date on which the
approval of any machine or systemis rescinded, no machines or systens
of such type nmmy be purchased for use in this state. Notw thstanding
that a machine or systemneets the requirenents of section 7-202 of this
title, the state board, in its discretion, may rescind its approval of
such machine or systemon the ground that it is not proper, safe and/or
secure. The state board of elections shall examne all machines or
systems of such type which were previously purchased, to deternmine if
they may continue to be used in elections in this state.
8§ 2. This act shall take effect immediately.




